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~Foms used in this consulate when an American citizen wishes 10 ﬁrZ
" tuyiand.
Ty

s

To the Consul of the Unated States,Jerusaiem,

31ir.
I ihe undersigned a citizen of the United
States teg to inform you that I wish w tuy of Mr.-----a piece
0f Land Of== e==ws=-=dimensions and I reques:
you totransfer this petition to ihe local authcrities and like-
wilse 1c declare to them my citizenship.,
Signed (Ly the petvioner)

To His Excellency the Govenor c¢f Jerusalem.

Excellency:-

The, feregoing pelitien has teen
presented 10 this consulate bty Mr. a citizen of the United
States who wishes tc tuy a piecc of iand as stated in his pe-
tition and I humbly request you to transfer the same ic the
proper department for their action.

1 sake this opportunity &c.,&c.

3igned ( Ly the Consul)
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\w tion : and that this Company shall not be

le for mi in the trlnmun or delivery,

i o go::r non-d:‘ to the ‘l:l:t connectin| Tel?rarh
" 2 pany, any repea message, ond  filt:

be charged in addition one § times the extra n{n received by this éomgany lmrzn’

'this Company, on that portion the sender for nr-\ing such message over its own

th, message passes. lines ; and that this Company shall not be: liable it

B not assume any responsibil- any case for dnl.r- arising from interruption in the
ge beyond the terminus of working of its lines, nor for errors in cipher or
reed 7 - \ e g e o °’:‘:."‘s;.';'.’... q-um ol s
Y  th i % . this Company is the t of the
t:::: “(l:iom un;r dei:; ;::: 5’ sender, without liability, to forward any message

after the sending of the message.

e over the lines of any other Com, Recessary to
b of anv . Ve reach its dmiullon'.v o i
Mesaage, mmo\ml'of that portion of the [ - b This C is not to be liable for dat i
3 e - mpany is ne o |l or in any case
which may of shall accrue to this Company, out of = m ‘9 ’ where :he‘:lnr;: is not ted in writis in sixty days
received the sender for this and the other <o ' o presen ng y day

el 2l Lis

i

Bal &b, 8:45 am. _15 : August 14th.,1893,  gg

legram, via Commercial Cables, subject to the above terms and conditions, which are agreed to.
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The Spaffcrd American Community in Jerusalem.

The receipr 6f your telegram of the 12 th instant makes it proper
for me 1o siate certain facts regarding the Spaffcrdite household in
thag city,which it is quite time were laid tefore the Departiment of
State.A complete history of this household since their coming 10 Jeru-
salem would fill a volume, hence my report must not extend teyond the
triecfest outline,

They are a religious sect and offieially I,0f course, have nothaing
whatever o do with their religious notions except as these notioens
lead tixcm 1c violate ciavil or eriminal law.The name "Overcemers® is
geperally applied to these people, tut 1 telieve that they themselves
do nct admit that they have a name.

Mr. and Vrs.H.G.Spafford o f Chicago were the leaders of this move-
ment and wath their fellewers came here in the autumn of I1881. Mr.
Spafford has since died and Mrs.Spafford is now the head of the commue
nity.0One cf their strange nctions incst preminently advocated when they
arrived was that they were not goipg to diejbut in the twelve years
that they have teen here ten (and I telieve cleven) ddaths.have 08:.-
curred in tkat hcusehold. The communiby at the present time censists
of six Turkish subjects two of whom arc children;tihree English sule
jectsjsix adult Americans and ninc American childrem teiwecn the ages
of ten and nincteen gears,~making iwenty four in all.Of the six
adult. Amerlcan-s,-lhrcc men apd ihrec womene, the threc wemen arc wid-
cws, and of the thrce mep one 1s a tacheler,ene a widower, and one has
a wife in America whom he deseried.None of these six peoplc have pass-

peris and never have hadjstili I recognize -them as Amerilcan citizens.

lome weeks since my colleague the English consul here, tc 1d me that

ithese people applied to him ic te taken under English protecticn which
he decidedly refused_tc do.-Moreover there is no tleed or family rela-

tionship teiween any of these six adults.




; t(2)

Ohe péculiarity of these people is thal \w denounco marriage as o
siny tut they admat that they,=both men and Womerk; * live togethe?r a6
ezmuchs',-whawvor that may mean They are completely under the wild of

yrs.Spafford.8Lé has revelations from God and her word *is as the word

of God*. They are in their own estimaiion atove all moral law and it s
no otfence for them 16 dcfy all ¢ivii laws3eveéral persons who have
lelonged 16 the community have lefi iham afier beceming thoroughly

Jisgusted wath their principles and praciises and these allege that

Mrs.3pafford keeps her followers in subjeciion Ly threatls ef territle
juigments should they refuse 10 otey her will, One woman who had the
teldness to distelieve in Mrs.Spafford was placed in a village atout
81X ’{:&’& from Jerusalem and kept a prisoner where she died, it is said
ﬁﬂmﬂng ihe circumstances;of criminal neglect. This occurred several

years sincc;tut thke maiter is a sericus one and in America would te

thercughly investigated and the real facts trought te light.

I
|

I\ is alleged Ly these who have teen memters of ihe househcld

thay some of tle memters are guilty of immcral practiscs.Thuis,when

questicned ateut it bty sirangers,l have always said 1 ccult{:"a.’ifim
tecuse I had nc knowledge of specific acts and I sheuld not investa-
gate such a matier uniess oifficially called upcn to do $0.311ld
have bteen awarc that they have been guiliy of greal imprudcncies,3ufe
ficienmv facts arc now kmowal thank 10 justify me in the statement that
the awmespherc cf thay hcusehcld, in relation Lo the scxes, is such as
to make 1t an improper place for the iraining of any young person.
Socially I have nothmg'\vhatever 1c do with these people and 1
may add that the respectatle people in Jerusalem lei them severely
alene,0 fficially my relaticns with them have teen formal btut pieasant
erough and I have rendered them all the preiection and assistange in
tie pewer o f the eonsulate to render, During ti:i;ear er twe whcl.'\ever
Loy have had papers to Le signed officially I have denme 1t free of -

*
Clarge tecause I knew they were in straightiened circumstances.
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During the pass swelys momihs I Rave had mare to do with these
pecpie officially than svet vefore, for the redson which 1 il now

explaing s hﬂ\ they came \e Jefusalem in I831 thoy made quitc a show
in many ways and it was then generally understood that they had ample
peans in America.lt is now known that with the exception of one woman
from Chicago they have not a penny to back them.When they arrived,188)
they tegan to ottain goods, hcuseheld supplies,&c.,and socn to torrow
goney promising immediatc payment.They had nc properiy here that

could te siezed for dett.Their creditors found after a time that their
premises were not fulfulled and when payment was urged their stereo-
typed response was,-'You must waitjGod 1s with usjHe will surely send
us money®.This process has teen going on and getting worse for ten
years.Ffor several years 1 stocd many times,I presume as many as thiriy
tines, tetween the Spaffordites and their creditors, telling them that
they had no properiy ko sicze, thal monecy might come from Americayand
that they had test wait.During ihe past iwo years the creditors have
annoyed me constantly with iheir claimg.Some of these claims have
reached me through offigcial éourccs.01lxefs have been presented to me
direetly, for the natives of th.s couniry imagine tihat a consul has
power to ccllecet money even when assured that there is nonec to colieet.
I have a list of their creditors,I do not know that it is complete,

and they numter forty iwo,To these the Spaffecrdites owe nmot far frem

$ 8,000,8ome of these detis are of six,others cf eight, and others of
ten years' standing.The name of the only person among the community
wlc has any meney is ould, and I have urged her rcpeatedly to go to
America, get her mopey if she really has any, return and pay these detts,
iier vrother autherized me to btuy her a ticket and furnish her means to
rewurn te Chicage, bul she persisienly refuses to go,3he declines 10
zive any reasen for her actionjbut it is surmised ihai st.Saa.ftom
{ears, 11 ke Jet§ Mrs,Gould 3o, she will lose her grasp upes her ihe

moment she 4s out of her saght,
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The prastise of Yhsge poople 1 lobk upop 86 nothing more noy lews
than otiadning gocds and money undoer false pretemses. It is a form of
srindling ard the Sact thet they invoke God st every siep does not 16
geve from it its criminal charaeter,! have told them sepeatedly shat
it was a ghamec for them te live thus year after year on the money of
¢iher people the majority of whem are peor trades pecple who edfinot
aiford to lcse their money.The Spaffordites do no missicnary or eduess
ticnal werk, in fact they dé not believe in these things, nor do shey de
marual work Ly which they might carn something.They simply live on
other people who are getting very tired and demand a change. The Gerymans
among the ereditors have sent me a pejition asking me if I canndt oom=
ped this Mrs.Gould tc go to America apd get the money which she claims
‘¢ have and pay them.

The Department will sec that my position tetween these people
and their many .creduors who are very clamerous,1s a mosi embarrasse
ing one.I wagh some legal sieps maghi te advssed Ly which these people,
tlic Amerigean 'Perucn of them,might te made to pay their detis or to
leave the counsyy. The owner of their house has bteen very generous with
them and fommerdy put a gocd deal of confidence ip their promises.Bul
he has waited now iwo years for his remt and proposes i¢ waii no .Jlongs
er.He is a Meslim and if he sends mc an erder through the Turkish
Governmepi that they leave Lhe houge I shall have 1o sce that it is
cxcuied,As the American seciicn rent the house it all becomes Amerdcan
demicile ajtheugh there are teth Turkish amd English subjeets in ihe

ccmmunitye.

One of the American women residing in this community is a Mys.
Whillng, a widow with iwo chiidreniler family reside in Chicago. Early
in duly of ihis year her trother hearinz from iwo persons whe had teen

menvers of the community but are now in Chicago,many facis respeeting -

Wi charaeter of 1ihe house, came herc to investigale mattiers and 10 s@
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i1 hig sister would not ﬁiﬂfﬂ with him to her Nome and friends in
America.Upon his arrival here he saw his sister oncc or perbhps twice
for & shert time alone tut after that the membters 6f thé community

weuid not allow him to see his sister exe¢épt in tleif presence.lie said

tc them,-"If there is nothing wrong in your house why cannoi you let

me see my sisier alone since we have always teen very fond of each
other7® .Sutsequent iy, as they persisted in their rcfusal 10 allow him
to see her, he made a sworn affidavit that he telieved his sister was
deprived of her literity and retained in that househcld against her
wiil and he demanded the assistance of tle consulate in ascertaining
the facts. I asked these people if Mrs.Spafford was their head and thy
replied that she was not.It was cenvenient for them at that moment to
say that they had no head,As I could not ask the entire hcusehcld to
tring this woman tefore me I summoned '1he woman herself.She refused to
cley the summens or was forced to refuse I do not know which,tut I
know that four men took her and hurried her away abcut onec mile from
the hcuse and secreted her. The authority of the censulatz had veen de-
fied and the woman and the entire househcld had made themselves lia-
tic tc arrest.I was tound Ly Section Iog of Regulaticns for Consular
.

Couris in Turkey to sec that the authority of thc Consulate was main-
tained;hence sutsequently I sent a warrant for the arrest of the woman.
fercibtle net say violent resistence was made Ly all thememters of the
community, tut she was at last brought tefcre me and I stated the of-
fence and sentenced her to iweniy four heurs imprisomment,To make it

1
less tedicus Ic;if had her children accompany her and they were taken

‘0 ile Grand New Hoiel, given one of the Lest rooms, and evrything was
dene fer their comfort,-the immediale care of them bLeinz assigned te
her Lreiher,

At ihe expiraticn of the twemty four hours I trought up .wc mat-

ter of the original summens and after the case was heard, the trother -

orsus Mr,Pudy whem Ihad.: asigned to the woman as cocunsel,I decided




P
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ihat the womgn shouvld ferain #r a short period in the care of her

trother tili he could B¥apw.Mmething definite as 1o her condition
‘:.nd actual wishes:She accordingly remained with her trother in the same
room she had occupied.8he had the freedom of the hotel and in faes of
the city the only eonditicn teingthat wherever she went she was to be
accompanied bty hLer trother.The Spatfordites werc nctified that as the
woman was nci iheir servant, as they had no contract with her or claim
upon her, as they were not hLer relatives, aad as they had no jurisdictie
over her whatsoever, they were to let her alcne while she was with her
trether;in defiance of this order however they tock every opportunity
toc communicate with her so that the trother had his sister to himself
very litile of the time.The Spaffcrdites were viclent and atusive and
fcaring they might ¥idnap the woman I had one of the guards of the
censulate remain atout the hotela part of the time.At the end cf four
days tle trother said he was satisfied that his sister was determined
to remain and he allcwed her to return to the Spafford community. He
has siated to me in writing that he did not atiempt in anyway 10 ine
fiuence his sister,his dcsire teing 1o ascertain her real wishes and
condition.He siates furither that the constant espionage which these
pecple maantain over his sister cenfirms ham in the cpinien that all
1s not right an that househcld and that his sister 1s noil ai liiberty

¢ decade anything 01 10 acl in anyway for herself.

As I dad ret wish 10 be severe with thesg pcople whose noticns of
what ccnsitutes viclation of' law arc ceriainly very sirange,l waived
ke maitier of i1hear foreible resisience 10 my summens and later ie my
warrany for arresy, and diad nci punish 1hem.P.eIhaps I s?um have liei
the law take its course wiih ihem,-1i might have taught thaun a whole-

Seme lesson,
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It is wedd known in Jerusalen that the children in that housd-

hold do not receive ahy proper educasiom The memiers o{ the conmunity

\do nct telieve in education as that word is commonly umnderstood. Two

01 the nine children telong to Mrs.Spafford,one to Mr.Page whcse wife
it 1s alleged died of criminal negiect as I have mentioned, four 10 Mr.
paldwan whose deserted wife is in Americe, and two 1o Mrs.Whiting. The

irustee 01 the property of the Whiting children and ilkc mother of the
Baldwin children are very desirous of geiting these children away from
this household and taken 1o América wherc they cah te properly cducads

and where thear moral surroundings will te more healthy.

From their peculiar views or some other cause these pcople scem
to have lost the ordinary distinetion between iruth apd falscheced and
the statemntis tley make atcut those who differ from them are ofien
outrageously uhjust. During thc early part oi their history here some
preminent Mohammedan familles had a good deal to do with them thinking

ihat they were "holy pcople® jtut they have now ceased to assoclate
or 10 have any commurilcaiion with them whatever on the ground that the

hcuse 18 not a proper place te visit and the influepee cf the memters
of tle hcusehcld dangerous. The Govenor cf Jerusalem and Palestiipe
recently had a leng interview with me respecting this community and

lie deepiy deplered iheir presence in ihis city.

Uiniled Aboles Gosnlsls™ A, o bnnsrt

oJercooabom, t;u‘/,'
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Lingle to Merriil,July 10,1893,
L

3elah Merriili Esqr.,
U.8.Consul.

Dear 31ir.

1 have a sister living with a fanatical
company in the house ct a Mrs.Spafford in this cily.Somellme ago one
of their numbter left them and camec 10 Chicago.Thas person iefi Lecause
she found some 0f thc people there were living immoral idves. This
statement (and I have i1t in wriiing ) has made me most amxicus for my
sister and her chaidren.And I have come herec 1o invesilgaie the matter
and 11 possitic remcve my sisier from fanucxous surroundings.And as ya
are our consul and have bteen iong in J\cxusamm I take the jirteriy of
asking ycu o give me all the assisiance you lawfuily can in this
matter. I have heard that they are very hcaviiy 1in dett and will te
greatly ctliaged e ycu 1f you can secure for me a list ¢f their cred-
itors a: I havc some knowledge of their fipancial standing in America
that may te of inierest to such.

I am Ycurs very sinccrcily
(Si1gned) David J.Lingle
University of Chicage.
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COPY

Merriil to Lingle,July 20,1893,

David J.Liigle Esqr.,
Jerusaicm.

Dear 3ir.

I have yeur lciter ¢f the 10th expressing
your imtention cf making some examlnpailcns respecting the so-called
gpafford community lhere,and roguesting a list of thelr indecttednessics
Their creditors arc numerous and many ©f iliem are persistent in asking
me 10 ottain what 1s duve them. During my former term here I frequently
stocd tetween this family and iheilr creditors as I upderstood that
they had nci much meney and iried 1o persuadc the crediiors 10 wait.
3ipce my roiurn an 1891 ithe crediiers have pressed me many times to
compcl these peoplc 10 pay them \heir dues. Somc of ihe claims lLave
ccme itcme o ificlally through for example, the German Consulate. The
Spafford family have no moncy SO far as I ¥now with the exception of
Mrs.G0uid who 1s said 10 have somc funds 1n AmcCricCa. 1 have asked her
repcatedly 10 go 1o America and get her money and pay these tills and
end the annoyance, tui thas she tlatly and pesitavely refuses 10 do.

I 1nciose a iist 01 their crediiors so far as I /Ayow then, Lut
wili add that 11 may nct te com,,letc.'l'hére arc foriy onc names on the
11st and lhe gross amcunt of indetiedness 1is, francs 36, & Y784 ===

I wiil add that meney has teen dve to some of these credilors
for six, in other cases cilglt, and 1n some cascs as many as ien yecars.

You will sec that my positlon 18 embarrassing, - thesc people do
noe werk Ly which they can earn money, they will not pay ihelr delts,
they refusc 1o go to America 10 gel money for thelr crediiors, they
talkc no liegal sieps 1o lLave lLhelr meney sent 1o them here,-and day
afier day I havc to hear ihe cemplaipts of their creditors.

vany of this liast of crediters are peor trades people and they
carnot afford to lose their money.How ihe Spafford people justity
their course of life in livipg along year aticr year on the money of
cther pecple I do not underst and.

I remaln Yours sincarely

(Signed) SELAH MEPRILL,U.3.Ccnsul.
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Lingle 1o Merrilil,July &1,1898.

Selah Merriii Esqr.,
U.3.Consul,derusalems

pear 3ir.

. The undeisigned has a sister Mrs.Whiting
living ap this ¢ily av the housc of Mrs. Spafford. The latier 1s the
jcader of a company who hold such extraordinary redagicus idcas that
1hey arc looked upon wilh susplcion ty respectatle people 1n Jerusalem,
furither I have the writien iestimony of one who who was for ycars a
memter ¢4 the company that acts of gross immoralily have teen commite
ted amenz them.Hearing these things I at once came 10 Jerusalem 10
free my sister from such undesirabic surroundings.but all my cffcrts
torcach her have teen frustrated by certialn memters of the ccmmunity.
Mrs.Whiting sces and speaks 1o mc only when in their ccomgany and refu-
ses 1o see me alone.These rcfusais arc always made in the presence of
pcople who arc interesied in keeping pcssessicn of her person. 3uch
espicnage Over a troiher ard sisicr 1s exiraordinay and ccnvinces me
that these people fear that if my sisier is 1eft to herself she will
leave them

Apd they have a metive for retalning her since Mrs.Whiting' s
miper children have some meney left them and the 3pafford pecplc hepe
16 sccure it. (They have already made iwe atortivc attcmpts 1o do this)e

These and other facts make me telieve thal my sister 15 a pris-
cener and surrounded pycondililons ihat mave 1t impossitie for her 10
act frzeciy. I telieve the coercien censists 1n threats and so called
judgmenis of so territle a naturc that a timld woman weuld te ccmplete
ly overcene Ly tlem Thatthis methed of ceercicn has lLeen employed
ir tLat heuscheld 1s well known,and the foilcwlng persens whe have
tcen ascclaited merye Oor A1ess with Mrs.3paffcrd and arc familiar with
her meihcds wili testify te ihe faet.--

I iherefore a citizen cf the Unlied Staics appcal ic you as
Consul 10 assist me, that I may discover the real state ¢f my sisiers
nind. To dcthis I consider 11 imperative 1lLat she tc compictiely removed
fcr a time from the inflvences thal new surrcund her and be piaccd
where she can be frce ic asserti her cpinicps withcut lei or hinder-
ancejand I respect fuily petiiicn you 10 take such sicps as wiil ac -
comp.ish thuis,

I am very respectfully Yours
(Signed) vavid J.Lingle,
Universilty of Chicago,Chicage,1111n01s.




CorY

Linglc’ sAffidavit under oath,Consular Certificae, and Scal.

Personally appeared tefcre me this fourth day of August, 1893,

David J.Lingle and declared under oath that his sister hercin named

is deprived cf her literiy as hersin descrited, and demanded the help
of tle United States Consulate 10 oblain pessessacn of her person for
cne or more days until he could tc satisfied 1f she is really cenfined
as deserited against her will.

(3igned) SFLAH VEPRILL,U.S.Consul. ;
Jerusalem,Sria, August 4,1893,

In witness whercof I have hercuntio affixed my
name and the scal of this Consulate this fourth
day of August 1893,




COPY

Consui’ s SUMMONS to Mrs.Whiting,August. 5,1898

!
SUMMONS.

To Mary E.Whiting,American, residing in the com -

munity known as the Spafford American Colony in Jerusalem
You,Mary E.Whiting, are herebty summcned ic appear in this
Consu.iate at 3. ¢'clock this afternoon to attend t0 some imporiant
tusiness.Your children Ruth and John David musi accompany you.vatriel
Farwagi and the ffuad Assad Kassas will convefy to you this summens
and they are officers appointed to acccmpany you hither, Refusal on
your pari renders you liatle to the penalties of the law.
(Signed) SFLAH MERRILL,U.S.Consul.

United Statcs Consulale
Jerusalem, August 5,1893.




CoPY

.Consul’ s WARRANT for Mrs.Whiting' s arrest,August 10,1893.

WARRANT,

To Mary E.Whiting in the communily known as ilic Spaf-
ford American colonys-

On Saturday the 5 th of this month you werc duly summoned
to appear in this Consulate and refused ic do s0;-thls warrant for
your arrest is thercfore issued in cenformiity 1o law.

(31gned) SELAH MERRILL,U.S.Consul
United States Consulate
SEAL Jerusalem, August 10-1893,




COPY

| SEARCH WARRANT

The of{ficer Gatriel Farwagi who is avthorized to
arrest Mary E.Whiting for rcfusal to otey the summons of this Consu-
1ate on Saturday August § th,is furiher authorized 1o search the house
of the Spafford American Coleny in case the said Mary E.Whiting does
nov appear. i

(31gned) SELAH MEPRILL,U.3.Consul
United States Consulate
Jerusaliem,August 10,1893,




COPY

Consul’ s Decisicn as Judge of Consular.Court,August 11,1893, in re
petition of David J.Lingle for the pessession of hls sisier.

Vr.David J.Lingle claims that his sister Mrs.Mary E.Whiting
1s deprived of her liberty against her will ty tiec members of the
so-galled 3patford American Celony. The facts (I) that Mr.Lingle has
not teen allowed to sec his sisier aicne, (2) that the members cf the
cenmunily forcitly gesisted a summons for her to appear in this Con-
sulate and tcok her away from the house and secreted her, (3 that sul-
sequently the memiers of ihe community forecitly resisted an atiempt
{o arrest Mrs.Whiting for her failure to answer a summons, -arc all
very suspicicus and point to the conclusicn which is the basis of Mr.
Linglc' s clalim.

Therefore in accordance with Secticn 47 of the Regulaticns I have
a 11ght to dceide and herewlih do decide that she te placed for an
indefinite period solely under the care of her trother Mr.Langle,until
1l.e matier 1s icsied.

Mecantime the members of sald community as iliey are nci her rel-
atives, and have no legal (laim upon ker, and have no jurisdicticn what-
ever over her person,wilil noi te allowed to held any communlcaticn
wiih her.

(31gned) SELAM MEWRILL,U.S.Consul
United Siates Consulai
Jerusalem,Syria,Avgust 11,1803,




COPY

Report of special Constabic Frankiin T.Mocre to Consul Merrill
Avgust 11,1893,

To Selah Merriii American Consul ai Jerusalem.
Sir.

In accordance with ycur requesi and having
teen duly swcrn 1n as police, Dr.Adams, MessSTsS Bucher and Havens and
myself, ip company with your dragoman and guard proceded yesierday af-
ternoon Avgust 10 th to the hcuse known as that ¢f the Spafford Amer-
ican community with your warranti 10 arrest Mrs,Mary E.Whiting, Leaving
the others to watch sand guard the premises, your dragoman, guard, and
myself entered tlic house and were ireated wiih apparent cordiality
uptll CuUIl purposc was announced. Mrs.Whiting happened o tc an the
firsy rocm we were shown 1nic on entering.0n pretense of prcparing
her wraps &c., shc was pushed gently 1nio a slde rocm by M?’g}mwin
opc c¢f thear mé; ihe decor was immediaiely biccked Ly ihre Lelonging
itec tke hcvese onc of whom at leasi apnounced that thc woman shculd
never leave the house except Ly force. The woman was aiready es -
caping by mears ot a tack stalrs;immediate chase¢ was given and she
caugli ap’part of the house. A large numter of ihe “ccmmunity' gath-
cred aroufd her and,after a ioud discussion engaged in a rcligicus
ceremeny that appeared 10 my mind tapaiical and irreverent. Withecut
furilier dciay tlc woman was driven to the Consulaie,onc of their ncn
ridang on the carriage and iwe others walking just in front.Il was
nciiceatbic that at all itumes ihe men telonging to the cermmunity en -
decavered 1o deprive ihe woman of thc opportunlily 10 CXpIEss herself
or 1o act frcely.

Messts Bucher and Havens,Dr.Adams and myseif arc insiruciors 1in
1le Syriap Froiestiant Coilege 1n Beirut.We werc wlliliing telend you
cur aid knewing the icgalily and justice ct thc casc.We kncw tefore
ccnsenting 1o act ilat David J.Lainglc made atiidavii cf the 1liegal
ccndipement of his sisier wiih her iwo chlldren;wR knew alsc ikat she
w8 noi ailowed 1o otey your summens 10 appear tefere ycu cn August
£ 1l, and that ithe warrant for her arresi fo.lowed iegally upon her
ccntempl ©f youl sumnons.

Kpowing tlhat we must presently (oniinue our camping excursicn
towards Beirut I hasien to make this report in casc that at semec fu-
ture dewelcpement ot ihe mattier you should requilre my testimenye.

1 hercly sclemnly alffirm ihat what 1s atove writlien 13 true to
Lo test of my ¥nowledgc and telief,

(81gned) rFrarkiin T.Mocre
Jervsalem,8yria,August 11,18¢3.
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L.angle to Merrilil,August 15,1893,

Sclah Merrill Esqr.,
UQSQCOnSUl-

pear Sair.

3ome days ago, ycvu, at my request, separat-
ed my sister Mrs,Whiting for a time from the Spafford hcusehold in
order that she might te entirely free from itheir influence.The more
cffectualiy to acccmplish thas it was ordered thal sh¢ havc no commu=
pication with them or they with her. In de fiance ot this comnand these
pcople have repeaiedly, Lcfore witnesses, spoken with my sister.

A climax was reached last night atcut 7.30 o’ ciock when a persen
named Brock or Brooks rushed inlo my pravalc room at the hotel calling
my sis er's pame.When anyonc tcuched her she exclaimed "I am a British
subject, do n' t touch me!. As soOn as this person realized ithal she was
in my room she seft, tut latcer reiurned and alded ty a c(halr climbed
over ihe talcony inlCc my sister’ s room, and 18 stiil ithere agalinsi my
wish and ycur order s. 3uch conduct 1s intolerabic especially in onc no
way Teclated 10 my S3ler. I thercfore recspectfuily request you 10 ask
ithe Engiash Consul 1o take sicps 10 remcve this person trom my sister
room and if neccssary place her where she can no longer meddlic in my
affairs. :

Yeours very respeetfully
(3igned) David J.Lingle.




COPY

Engiish Consul Dickson to Consul Merrxli,August 15,1893,

Dear Sar.

I am sending copy of Mr.Lingle' s petition
10 Miss Brook for *thec ends required*, and 1f she does not leave the
room my kawass will ejecet her. Ycu had perfect righti to eject her
without even consulting me, and I thank you fer your delicaey in the
matier,

riss Brook stopped me as I was golng out yesterday and tried all
she couid to make me say that you action was illegal,tut she did not
guccced., Th resuit,I suppose,was ilhat she took her cwn measurcs.

Yours very sincerely
(S1zned) John Dicksoen

H.B.M.Ccnsul
Jerusalem,August 15,1893.

3clah Merriil
U.3.Consul.




COPY

‘Lingle to Merrill,Auvgust 1§,1893,-3 o' clock P.M.

Dear Sir.

Op Friday the cleventh cf August you al my
request placed my sister under my care for an inde finite period until
I could satisfy myself of her true condition. Owing io ccnstant and
very anncying and 1llegal interference on ihe part ot the members of
the Spafford community 1 have nci teen atic tc have as frec a talk
wiith my sisier as I desired and hoped for. 1 have scen and heard
enough 10 convinec me that sic 1s completely under the ceﬁ}ol of Mrs
3patford and hence does rot wish 1o retvrn wilh me 10 America.This 1is
Ler siasement btui I do nci teiieve 1l ig her real waish. However I
preier 1o lieave her here for the present,

I wish to put 1t on reccrd thai I have nci iricd in anyway 10 in-
fjuence my sisier against her will.

Also thai these peopiec assoclated with her have exerciscd such
esp.cnage over her as 10 convince me that the ccmmunity is perfectly
jesuirical 1in s meilheds.

1 am very respectfuily
(81gned) David J.Lingle.




CoPY
- MERRILL to Hess.

United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,
September 20,1893,

William B.Hess Esqr
United States Consul (Gencral
Constantinople.

31ir.

As the papers designed 10 accompany my Ieporti on
ihe Spaffordites are ready I ithipk I had besi send them along since it
is possitlc you may tc asked some questiions atout the maticr bty the
Department of Siate.

fer the sake of clearness I will repeat from my repcri that when
Mrs.Whiting was trought to my office I appointed WillianH.Rudy,one of
the community, as her counsel.Afier I had stated to har her octfencc and
the penalty and that she was lo te confined twenty four hours,I asked
Mr.Rudy if he had anything to say, anrd he replied *nothing®.-When the
twenty four hours had expired and I brought up the mattier of the orig-
in_al summons I called Mr. Rudy in, stated the case,read to him my de=-
cision and asked him 1f he had anything to say. He said, "you say for
an indefinite period, how long wili it probably te*. I replied" for two,
ilhree,or four days as the casec may te*.1 asked if he had anythingz clse
to say ard he replied "nothing*. The decisicn was then read and ex-
plaipred tc Mrs.Whitang.

Mr.Lingle was so constantly annoyed by these people that he did
nct have a fair shcw with his sister.She was nominally in his care
four days, tut about the close of the third day Miss Brcok an. English
subject,onc of their numter , climbed over the balcony of ihe hotel,
and entered Mrs.Whiting s room and loclked the dcor from the inside so
tkat no cnc couid enter. She claimed that she was an English subjeet
and defied anyone to touch ier. I had a right to put her cut btecause
she was viclating American demieide, tui I did net oxercise thal right
Mr.Lingic addressed 1o me a communicatlon which I forwarded to the
English censul " for the ends of justige®, He sent his kawass with
orders 10 cject Miss Brock. The kawass did noi actually do so btecause
just as he arrived Mr.Linglc had noitified me that he would send his
sisier tack.These facis wiil explain inclesures nes. 9 & IO.

The “scene at ihe arrest* which in their decument sent 10 you
they deserite i1n such exaggcrated language, was no more and ne Icss
than whal they madc 1t themscives. They ail resisied the officers and
shculd have teen punished. The otfficers werc ail notlc young men and
any insipuatiien that ithey would act in a rude manner or do anytithing
unkind or ungenticmanly 1s absurd and conlemptitle. No cneg, 11 scems
10 me, coulid call the wild siaiemenis the Spaffordiies make in that
jocuments * charges";if charyges arc preferred agalnst me Ly them, they
ought e be stated clearly,definitely,with proper specificalions, and
in dignified lapguage. Further the wltpesses nece-sary fcr any preper
examinatlen are widely scattered,-Chicago,3pringficld,Massachusells,
ene cr mere other places 1In Amerieca, Beirut,Syria, tcsides Jerusalcm.-

As I have reperied they demanded 1n the meost inso lent manner to
N a)

Le shown the telegram which I had reccived from ihe Consul General'.
I sald "I have reccived none*.They responded Ywe know you are lying®.




(2)

1 sec by their document that they aiviribuie the reicase of Mrs.
Whiting 10 you. You might send a communicailch 10 ithem through me 10

N the effect thatl you sent me no telegram respeeting Mrs.Whiting and
( ‘Lhat you had nothing to do with her rclcase.

Unicss you specially request it I think 11 unwisc 1o atiempt 10
repiy 10 iheir document wheose stalements from teganning 10 end are
cither exaggeraied or atsoluicly falsc.Morcover they make ne account
of the ereditors’ vaew of the situation. During the past fortnight six
or eight of thcar creditors have come 10 me 10 know 1f I cannot take
some sieps 1o secure for them their money.

In iocking the matter over I shoulid, werc the circumsiances to
occur azain,act in the same manner as 1 have acted with the exception
that I should not te sc lenient. Consul General Little of Cairo was
lere at the time and he said that I was altogether too forbcaring
wilh thcse people and that were he consul here he would clean out thai
heusehold in shert order.

(3igned) SELAH MERRILL,U.S.Consul.
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