Again,in the case of "bills* or notes that require to 7
be nrotested,how can we protest a note that 1s signed by a
Russian- subject and an Mmerican subject? Or by an American,
an Eng ish,amn an Austrian subject/jointly ?

All sorts of matters are involved:-The joint use of a
drain:-The joint use of a cistern: of a kitchen: of a gate:
of a lare: joint use of a door: joint rights 1n clothing or
ot her persomal property that has been pledged and sometimnes
sub-pledged:rlghts of the owner of a house and of the man
who sublects it and the rights of the tenmants when they all
conflict,-matters gsometimes which no man on earth can fath-
om: joint ownershp of a horse or a donkey:of a wine shop:
a lot of chie kens:leasing property:ordering zoods from
Europe :deeding property by one person’ when three or mcre
persons have equal rights in it:-These are a fcw samples.

I cannot begin to give a complete 1i1st of the scores and
geores of petty matters about which disputes arise and
petty lawsults ensue and- which not only keep this Consulate
pusily ocampied all the time but keep us anxious as well
lest we violate the rights of some other nasionality.

The (;eemans have some strict system of recording all
matters pertaining tc partnership and pusiness,and I think
that some of the cther Consulates have similar regulations.
Rut it does not signify whether they have or not; what I
wish is to introduce busincss methods into cur control of
American subjects residing here and engaged 1n some sort of
trade.

I wish to be allcwed to propese such questhps as the
following and perhaps others as may be found neegsary to
meet emergencies,to all American subjects engaging in busl-

ness here,and to have thelr names and pus 1ness, their contracts,

their conditions of partnﬁrshlp,&o.,reeorden in the Consu-
late in a special book.
What is your trade or occupation?
Have you a place of busine: g?
Are you alone responsible for the rent?
What 1s the approximate value of the goods 1n your shop?
Are the goods entirely your own?
Are any of them pledzed to any party or parties?
The names of the parties and the amount pledged and
the econditions?
In case you wish to (ledge them ycu must report the
same to this Consulate,-the name of the party,the
amouint,the terms and all the other conditions.

Have you a partner?

#or what pertion of the rent are you responsible?
What portion of the goods belong 1O you?

\ame of your partner?

He is required to say that your statements arc true.
What share of the proceeds of the pusiness 18 yours?

What has each to share i1n case of loss?

Are you entitled to make a contract with a third party
without the consent of your partner?Can your partner
do the same without your consent?And 1h ease of gain

or loss how 1s your part nership(ycurself and your orige
inal partner) affected?

It is not ordinary busincss transactlons that trouble
us;not even disputes between our American subjeets which
are often very diffiecult to decide,=-certainly we have
trouble enough from these cases; but 1t 1s the cases of
double nd triple owncrship of some petty business where
two or three naticnalities are involved,which arc most per-
plexing and which require to behandled with great caution
lest we create internaticnal complications which would be
very annoylig to our Government. In America every case I
have in mind would be decided Ly United 3tates law. In Tur-
key it 1s not soi-1n the one case everything 1s simple:=-1n
the other case the complicaticns arc many,sometimes rendcr-
1ng any just decision absolutely impossible.

I do not hesitat®e to urge this matter upon the Depart-
ment 1n the strongestmanner. It 1s an i1nstance where the
Department can remnder the Censulate essential and important
service.Allowlng things to go as they are now and have been
hitherto,is unbusinesslike not to say slack,and the oceasion
of azreat annoyance. The methods or tricks for evadlng Jus-
tice are rmany and by negleeting to prevent them we simply
encourage those who are disposed to take advantage of the
circumstances 1 am deseribing

The plan I have proposed would not remove all the
d1fficulties we enco nter,but 1t would be a great help to
us 11 our endeavors to sdminister justice.

I remaln respectfully
Your obedient servant

;227§;a/€/ u&?ézaikﬁzJ

U.2.Consul.

Postscript:=f will add what T have already veported more

than once %o the Department,namely,that these merchants and
tradespeople «0
from tihe United States,they pay no
far the support of aur Gavernment,in fact for

not sell American povds,they mport no goods
taxes not even a poll tax

the suppart of
oqr Guvernment they do nothing whatever,




Dear ilr. Pairces-
While it would doubtless aid the consulate to

have all this information on record there, there is no author-

ity whatever to pequire the parties to answer the questionyor

furnish the data indicated.

In any indlvidual case, which may arisg, calling
for action by the consulate, the consul may, of course, as
a prerequisite to extending orotection or recognizing citlzen-
ship, require the party to furnish evidence or data necessary
to determine whether he is entitled to such protection or
recognition,

The Department cannot ‘authorize the consul to

carry out the plan proposed by him.

.
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To

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Seeretary of State
Washingt on

f\\'l,
()

Subjeect

Moscs Lilienthal's registration.

Remarks on fraudulent naturalization.

Incerease of naturalized Jews in this Consular dis-
trict.

The GGovemment grants protection wi thcut suppert.
Special rules needed for this District.

Consul shioculd be authorized to execute the laws.
Permanent residence abrocad a great abuse:-the =
law never executed.

Registration should be ccmpulsery .

Becor ;g naturalized solely to live in Jerusalem
and be under American protection.

Comsul’s efforts to protect the Govermeant from
fraud.

Consul urges the Department to give the matters
treated in this despatch its most serious attertia,




United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,April 7,190c.

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of 3tate
Washﬁlngton,u.c.

Sir.

Your despatch.No.50 dated January 22,1902
with Consular Registry Certificate of Moses Lilienthal,was
duly received. You say,="1 have to sk an explanation of
* your conduct in 1:Suling such a document".

My autherity was Paragraph 165 of the Consular Regulae
ticns .

Benjamin Lilienthal the father of this Moses,held
passport No.1039 from the Department of 3tate,dated May 11,
1846,signed by James Buchanan. By a visa on the same pass -
port this Benjamln was 1 this country November 2,I1846, Them
was then no United States Consulate 1n Jerusalem and this
visa was done 1n Beirut,-*U.3.Consulate for Syria and Pal -
estine® So far as cur records show this Benjamin died 1n
1875-1876,here in Jerus:lem.When this Consulate,after it was
establislhed,came to have a register this Moses was put
down as born in Jerusalem 1n 1854.

The entry of this Moses 1n our new register 1s in the
hand writing of my predecessor Mr Wallace who was careful
as I am particularly so,what names ne entered 1n our new
book. By the above facts Moses Lillenthal las a perfect
right to a certificate of registration in this Consulate.
Hence I do not know the occasion of your question as the
oround of it was not explalned. If 1t was thought strange
that I gave a desecription of Moses Lilienthal I will say
that I did 1t to protect our Government. Had 1 not done soO
the helder of it might have sold the paper to so:e one who
would assume that name.

Moses Lilienthal was charged that this document was not
a passport and was not to be used as such.Lf he used 1t as




. such this Consulate is not responsible.
R :'“*‘wmnm'wrfmimma “pe used at the cus.
tom house or for some other teda’nry gﬁryou_l write on
] ) : : : TS, 8 18 NOT A PASS
PORT. With the Form furnished by the n.};rmtma.t%,

o-not-add -th he  Dep ne - ha houg it to

add this precaution although I Ahink, judging from my expe.

- ) de : cons 3 letters

This would not be necessary in England,but here in the Eas
...vhere ther: , J : | naticralities

and such a Babel of {tongn 88 (Uupve rds of forty being spoken
e 1 le seems a very necessary step towamis pre.

venting fraud. ; :

1 will add this,although it xfﬁmyl,fe'jr" ¥e to do so
name ly,that the children of this Moses Lilienthal are nol
~ protected by {his Comsulate. = R

s e SRS
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In eonnecticn with this case of Moscs Lilienthal I will
~{3ke occasion to refer to scme general matters peértaining
to naturalizat ion,passports,citl zen pa.pers,fra,udulc.\t reg=

—setraticn;and perhaps some otheT points that have impressed
themselves upon me during my occupancy of this Consulate.

I will remind the PepaTtment that this 18 not a new subject
with me dating with the date of this despatchjon the con=-
trary 1 have wrltten about it in many despatches Jlorcover
while at hane I have written apout 1t 1n the public press
and spoken about it many times frowm the public platform,-
namely, the reconstruction of our naturalization laws;the
elevation of the standar of merican citizenshipjthe re-
formation of the naturalization and passport shops in our
large cities where eraw material * is by a few strokes of
the pen manufactured into Ameracan citizens,-without any
qualifications,guarantees,or conditions of any kind. I shoul |
cay,-cond1tions that the manufactured citvizen intends to
obey,-or tlat the Government intends to enfcree. I have
somctimes felt that the Fresidenmt and the Secretary of 3tate
did not fully realize,if their attention has been called to
what I have written on this subjeetythe real comdition of
things here 1in Jems vlem. It secms tC me tlat the matter 1s
sufficient ly grave to demard the sericus attention of cur
Government.

.. When I was first appointel to thls post 1in 1882 we had
domewhat upwards of one hund red of these naturalized Jews;
we have now about one thcasand,probably more since 1t 1S
impossible far us to know ihe exact mmper. It has required
constamt vigilance to prevent lmproper persons fron Leilng
entered on our books. Had not the Turkish government taken
steps some y@rs sifpe to prevent Jewish immigration there
would hve veen here 1nstead of one thous Lyt as now,elght o
ten thousand of this class of full fledged American citizens
demand ing of —the consul -help,care yand assistanee in a ureat
variety of ways .=-Constant watehfulness and Lelig vrought
face to face during these years witl so many atticmpts at
fpaud,-somc of them mar vellougs examp'es Of 1ncenul ty-,has
made me earnestin this matter,and this must be my excuse for |

Consular Burecaun. ‘: any earnest woms I may write.

MEMORANDUM.

“w

Last year (I9OI) a certain co;v;resgmanm‘is here on a
visit asied me to go cver this subjget of citizenship witk
him,which I did pretty thoroughly. He urged me Lo prepare a
paper amn forwar to him settlng forth points that conecrn
especially this Consular district. This 1 did not do,-and
/)6'1'“?‘- vee 1 Tt should not do withouwt first sutmitting the sané o0 the

L ) ; = Departrent of qtate. It would rquire no nall amount of time
afste /z"'”*"' (I ] to do this well,anl 1 cannot spare the time from my regular
L: . ynsu 12 . Sti1) wha have in mind ought to be
Ct((’?rxr( ’:6» i R o Sfﬂseul r dutles £i1] what I have 1 1 uzht to be
Gerel eeer o ‘

/\{—uufi
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Mueh is said now-a-days about f‘reform in the consular
service'. I talk about it myself when at home. What this
consular post needs and greatly needs 1s,-not a fine house
for the Consul's residence,not increse in the Consul’s sale
ary,but that the Govemment should thoroughly understand
the peculiar conditions that exist here rclative to natu -
ralized citizens:(2)That rules be formulated to meet these
peculiar conditicns:(3) And that the Govermnment stand by
the Consul in the erecution of its laws.

A good exaiple is this casc of Moses Lilienthal that
we lave now corsid ered.He ought to be cut off from eitizen-
ship at once. The father,Benjamin,should have been cut off
from citizenship forty years ago.The ground 1s that they
never intemed to return to Mmeriea. The law was a good one
but 1t was never executeds

Paragraph 169 of the Consular Regulations states
what is patent to every one,namely,that prote ction implies
suppo It .-0ur Govemment grants protection generously and
lavishily,but it d 8.

furt her 1n the same Paragraph this language is used:-
" resided for a long period abroad under such circunstances
" as to warramt the inffience that they have practically
* abanloned tlear country'. .

The same¢ is repeated in Circular,January 17,1902,-
Pass ports :Intent to return to the United States,-as follows,
v yoluntarily and permanently absent from the country*.

These two pcints,-failurc to render support,-and (2)
permanently abse nt frem the coaniry,apply to a large major-
ity of our citizens residing here, .

1f the Government would stand by me in the execution
of this law I could,aft er reasonable notice, reduce the num-
ber of our subjects by one half or two thirds.

The result wculd be":ﬁxc Depart ment would be floodad
with letters,petiticns,protests.Congressmen w uld declaim
about ,-'leyal American cltizens being ruthlessly and
arbitrarily robbed of tleir glorious-&c.,é&c.' The Department
would say,-"these persons must be questianed as to their
intent 1on to retum to Aerica’ .-The rdult weuld befaht
every one of them,-those who have hames here,the large
number that are enagaged in trade,those that have bought
land 1n the Colonles where they irtend to remaimythe aged,
the cccupants of hospitals and ppor haises that are s 1lne-
firm dibads they cannot get outside the heu.e,=would say,-

* Oh yes,we intend tc return to Anerica’ .

The law would be nulified.I never kaew of this law
beirg camried into execution.In Jerusalem this class 1s
on the increase. The Consul 1s expected to protect these
people aid to do everything 1n his power fcr them,-as now.
Rut how 1s the United 3iates Goernment to be protgcted 7

As I have frequently re arked in fcrmer despatches ,these
people fer which our Government does ever thing and for
which they mmselvcs do absolutely nothing,-are liable any

day to get us 1o serias interm ticnal complications.

Another matter is in connection with Paragraph 159 of
the Consular Regulations,ai I wish to 1nelude passports as
well as citizen papers i wlat I have to say.

Durirg my occupation of this Consulate a good number
of citizen papers and passports have been presented to me,
ihe applicants degirirg tc bte registerot as American citizers
Had I taken either passport or citlzen papers as _prima
facie evidence of their citiaenship,accoriing to instructiocrs

and registered tlhese persons we should have ad on our books
many namnes that had no right to be there. Consequent 1y 1
have ignored the remlatiam (I39) and made in every case as
thorowh an examinatim as possible. By this means I have
several times protected our Government from fraud .Quite re=-
cently we have had few cases of this rindjbut within a few
years past a good many. Persons who desired American ;Tro-
teeticn got hold,somehow,of the fact tiat a passport or a
eitizen paper shculd be accepted by the Consul as prima
facie evidence of their citizenship,and they contrived to
obtain one or both of these which werc duly presented here
for recognition.

Another thing cught to te spowen of,namely, that those
who are authorized to 1ssue catizen papers arc altogether
too negligent or too ecareless. lnstead of examining the
applicant for one minute a thorough examination should be
made,-name, changzes 1n names,antecedents,wife,children,
births,ages,residence,and some other matters,and unless

satisfactory answers are given in every instance the ap -
plicant should be put on probation for six months or a year,
or unt 1l everything 1s male clear and all detalls recorded.

If the applicant deserves to become a citizen he can af ford
to wait. There ought to te a severc penalty of both fine
and lerg i1mpriscnment for any person. to “Ymake ' a United
States citizen withat the mest ample and cecavineinz proofs.
This Consulate has hat 1nstances showirg tie lightning
rapldity and tie reekless disregard for justice and the
henor of our ecountry,with which undeserving fereigners are

* made * citizens in some cf our large cities.

Another thing 1s the matter of registration to which
the GFemment ought to give its serious attention.

Other Governments require an annual registration of
ecitizens and protectel subjects in their Consulates. Our
Government ,requires a register to be kept,but no one 1s
required to register. Consular Regulations,Par.l72. Some

persons do not anmi will not register. When they gzet into
trouble,or necd sone thing,they are sure to appear 1n the
Consa late ,=-they suddenly beeome the most lopal and devoted
of American citizens.

Qur Govemment ought to reguire a register to e kept.
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Moreover it ought to require citizens and naturalized subd™ United Stated, Consulate

———fyeets o Togister in the Consulaie every year.The fee ST Jerusalem,SyFsagdpes¥ 17,1902,
attached,so far .as Jerusalem 1s ccneerned ,should be only

- nominal Sin¢¢ most of GaT pcople hefe are poor. But 1n this

" way they might show same slight appreciatia of the Govern-

—ment whicth tasclothed them with c1¥izenship,provided them = Y
with passparts ,allows them to reside in Jerusalem,and which Selah Merrill,Consul,

_ delegates to its Consal-the difficultand often most deli- - : :
cate task of helpirg them ot of their wilderncss of troub- To

____les,quarrels,and disputes with each other,and thedr many

complications with subjects of other mtionalities than " Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Our Oown. AN ) i ey ; 7 Assistant Secretary ofajtate

If citizens were obliged to register it would help us A 2 i
in another way:-Every yar we lave from other Consulates or | 0 \‘ﬂ\"
from the Turkish authoriti es,a score or more of letters ?
“makine clalm§ or complainis against American citizens. In
some cases we are sure at once that the persons named are

—not —American citizens and have no c¢lalm upon ouT protec=
tion:in others much time and puzzling investization are 3ubject
required-Since—1 “began—to write tirls despatech a case of
this kind has occurred which cost half a day toc sctile,- Report as to whereabouts of thc children of
taking the time of three of the- Consular staffi--A carpenter Mrs Piazza for G.A.McCollum,-Dept.Despatch
had to leave his shop as the Turkish New Year was at hand. No.ol.
He protestel that he would not do so ‘without proper notifi-
catian from tle American Consulat ej-that he wa® an American
eitizen and his shop was American property. We had to inves-
tigate the matter,and found his claims to be simply a bluff
to gain time or for sowe ot her personal advantage. When
this did not work he btrought forwe Td a naturalized subjeet
of the Unital States who elaimed that his son,=who has not!*¢
in Jerusalem far two Or more yeaTs past-,had 1caned the
carpenter a sum of money on interest am that therefore the
shop was American property ” = : .

This is one casejand 1f the Department will maltiply itY
twenty five -anmally it will have a-glimpse-of-one phase
of the many things which perplex this Consulate.

Another evil is a growing one and shculd be remnedied:-
persons (in 6ur ¢ase ehicfly Russian and German Jews)becom-
ing naturalized solely far the purpose of living in this
country am enjoyirg thiT protection of the United States.
We have fifty or sixty cases where the citlzen papcer is
dated one -day -sayin hew York or Chreazoyam the passport
is dated in Washington the day followlng,and as sooi there-
aft3T as possible the parties appear i our offiee 1n Jeru-
salem.

Other matters I will omit for the preseat.

Iremain respectfully
Your obedlent servant

oS dprnitl

U.3.Consul.




United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem, Sy riayApril 17,1802,

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Zecretary of 3tate
Washington,D.C.

3aar.

Your despateh No.SI,Mareh 11, 1802, with 1nclosure
from Mr .G.AMcCollum dated Mareh I,I1902,was duly received.
You ask me to 'make a fullinvestigation as to the where-
“ah outs of these(FPlazza) children' .

Sore months since the mother,Mrs Piazza,left the
Spaff ord comnw ity,went to the house of an acqualntance 1n
the city,said that she was thoroushly dissatasfied and was
determined to leave the Spa ffordites al togetl.er. Later she
went back to tlat hamse,and was persuadel to remin. She
and her .ehildren are now in that house,-so far as ny inform-
atiam goese.

//__’Sir\ce this C-nsulate last Tepcrted about this haise
/" smme thwgs have taven place there for 1instance the dis-
: eraceful love and sheoting affair of last year;perscns
Jeavire the hase disgusted with their life in 1it,amnd
others,but I was not asked to supp)?nent, previcus Treports
by any new facts .There are plenty of documents on file 1n
Washinet on regardirg this hcuse,-Wallace Ne .84 ,fpril 19,
1897,and No.IOZ,Dec.7,1897’,‘.\[0.106,&)80.61,1897:-Mcrr11,1 No.3L,
fug .13,1900,No .52,Aug~\st13’1900,\o.éi),Ju]y 8,1901,No.40,July
9,190I.
_Wallace's No.84 was accompanled bLY Adamaon’s statement .
Merrill's No.i2 accompanled Antoszewsky's statement.
Also the reports of the Consul General's investlgaticn 1n
1898.
I remain respcetfully Your obed ent servant

o bk MR

U.2Lonsul.
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria, April 18,1902,

3elah Merrill,Consul,
To

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State.

Subject

Information wanted as to 3eli; 3.Rothschild.
Explanation of paragraph 1n my 10 A48,
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,;Syria ApFril 18,1902,

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Your despatch No.52,March 24,1902,was duly

receilved.

Feferring tc my No.48 and ocrpau,y it with your i_o_.ﬁ;,w, 2
I think-there must have becn gore kisunderstendingyior ﬂ_,;_‘
S kothschﬂd did not ask for a pa.q”)ort nor dm I ask for
one for him,ior was anything said about an applicaticn for
a passport. I am sorry if I did not make my meaning clear.
What we desired to ascertain was, if this 3elig was undcerage
and living in America at the time of his father’s naturali-
zation. There was a time,as stated 1n my ‘o.48,when this
man was residing here and not kiown as an American citizen.
In I890 Mr f‘,lllua.n, for some reason,reecrded ham. My objeet
in looking ianto the matter was to proteet our Government .
My No.35,Marc . 14.1900, was very similar to my No.48.The
Department®s reply YNo.46,contained the information needed.
In this case I was able to protect the Gevernment from
belng imposed upon. The Department expressed its gratifica-
tion as follows:- "I take pleasure 1n approving your gene=-
" ral treatment of the matter ".

I note with sincere regret that the Department is not
pleised with my No.48 althougzh zimilar 1n form to my N0o.5O.
I inadvertently wrote “notary" for “clerk' sinee notary 1s
the word in common use here. But 1t was a mistake. The par-
agraph specially objected to I will,as the Departrent rc-
quests,withdraw and hereby do sc willingly and checrfully.
My friends everywhere ‘now my intense loyalty to the Gov-
ernment,my profound respect for 1t,and my almost wershipful
devotion tc 1ts interests,and they would be shocked 1if I
sheuld by word er deed in any way refleet upen 1ts honor.
Nor weould I for the world,kanowingly do such a thing. During
my ecocnsular service this is the first time that I have re-

cived such a letter.The Consul General kiows a good deal
of the dafficult and perplexing work imposed upcen me here
in eomiection with ocur large number of naturalized Jews.
During my ecnsular service I suppose I have had fifty or
more cases of pasports and citizen papers that had been obe
tained by fraud, I had i1n m.nd when I wrote not the law,:
but the abuses of it both as tc naturalization and passportis
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And although Paragraph 139 of the Consular Regulations doe
United States Consulats '

4 suspectay
Jerusalem,3yria,May 12,190c. Ry %?

cagse in order to prevent fra,ud.uy recent despatches NOS .49,
vern=

7a )
ment,its honor,and its interests,and I trust the suggestio
1 1

s o0 hercwit
Selah Merrill,Consul,

‘ &Gej ebut there was no inelosure. : .
To e
O ke
X

Hon.Herbert H.D .Peirce

y A
(/5 { M_) Assis tant Secretary cof State
Washinoton

U.S.Consul.

1 remain respectfully Your obedient servant

Subject

Reply to Depariment’s questions as 1o cholera
in Mecca and Jidda.

af \)V‘
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem, 8yria,May 12,1902,

Hon.Hervert H.D.Peirce
Assistant 3ecretary of State
Washingten,D.C.

Your despateh No.54,April 10,1902 inqulring
a§fthc cholera 1n Mecca and Jedda is at hand and in reply
I would say that we here have very little knowledge of the
real condition of things in those parts of Arabia.We kihow
that cholera exists there aind that many persons have died
from that discase.We do not know that any case of cholera has
occurred yet in Egypt.foypt,under kEnglish direction,1s
taking strict measures against the introduction of the
désease 1nto that ccuntry.

We have quarantine agzainst Egypt and have had for twelw
months past,on account of alleged plaguc in Egypt.

A few years since I made investimticns historically
and found that cholera never came te this country from the
south,s2y from Egypt,that is in medern times;it always comes
from the east,India,Fuphrates,Damascus.The last time that
cholera visited Jerusalem was in I186§,and then no Europeans
died of it.In I875 1t was in Belrut,and in I89I 1t was 1n
Damascus.

I remain respect fully
Your chedient szrvant

QZ;W
U.3.Congulc—




Free Ports

Department of State Circular,April 19,I1902.

There 1s in Palestine but one port,namely Jaffa,

and that 1s not a free port.

Selah Merriall

Jerusalem,May 20,1902, Consul
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No .56 . United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria,dune 12,1902,

3elah Merrill,Consul,

To

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of 3tate

Washington m

%’y”s

Subject.

Reply to Dinsmcre Letter




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria,June 12,1902,

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirgce
Assistant Jecretary of State
Washington.

Sir.

Your despatch 10.57,May 19,1902,1s at hand
with inelosure from Hon.Wm.P.Frye relative to a complalnt
of J.E.Dinsmcre a member of the Spafford community.The De-
partment is familiar with similar complaints from the same
source and I presume 1t does not wish me to repeat what 1s
on file in Washingtom. I sincerély wish that Mr.frye could
examine some of thosc documents.

I 1nclose two documents, (I) Mrs Gilman’s letter to me,
unsolickted as I had nc eommunication with her,with under-
scoring by herself.It disposes of a part of Dinsmore’s
chargesjand (2§ an account of the 1ncident in my office.
This was made immediately,as I am accuspmed when anything
unpleasant occurs to write 1t out at once so that I may have
a recor! of what actually tcok place.

Ninsmore has been » member of this community about
five years,and I do not consider him a proper witness of
what tcok place in the cclony during the seventeen years
previcus to his joining it. I do not lnow
him er the man whc accompanied him said to‘f A Mr.Meyers.
They are nct reccrded in the books of our Consulate .They hawe
never been i1n the of fice except on that occasion,March 27%h,
they have eoncealed their maticnality all these years.
Furthermore this Consulate has evidence that this communlity
1s working asainst Amcrican interests and 1s tFylog to
prejudice the Turks against the United 3tates government .
This community alledged to number about I50 sculs of which
I0 or I2 per cent enly arc Americans,I have no thing to do
with. In fact I never even, mention their name from one year
to another unless I am obliged to. When asked abuut their
stranze life as I am somgtines by travellers,l refer the
parties to doecuments on file in the State Department . The
chiarge of " fiendish persecuticn® is-absurd.

Two Swede girls tired of their life 1n that house left
1t and returned te Amerilca .Uthers,I am told,would Fladly
leave cculd they get the money tc take tham home.These
Swede girls left two months silnce. Uuring the past twen:y
years over thiryy persons have left the house,many of them
entire strangers to each other,but they tell i}

1 same story
as to 1ts character.




Dinsmore,page 2,says,-"our life is one of absolute pu
rity*. If he 1s still in his richt mind I do not understang
hew he dare say that. The love scrape endilng in a dlsgracs
ful shootinz affair of last summer in that household loaky
like evidence to the contrary.lt shows the demoralizing ia
fluences at work in that houschcld.

Qur Vice Consul Herbert E.Clark,born in New Hampshire
who has lived in this country upwards of thirty years and
has had ccnsidrable expecrience with 1ts many cranks,de -
clares himself as follows:=" I do not think there 1s anoth
man in all my acquaintance who would bear the inswelts and
annoyances from the Spaffordites that Mr.Merrill has borne
from them* ;and (2) "I rcgard Spaffordism from top to bott

COPY

Mrs Belle W.Gilman
to Selah Merrill,U.3.Consul
Jerusalem,3yria.

Framington,Maine,April 30,1902,
My Dear Sir.

After your own and Mrs Merrill’s cour-
sy gl ot teous treatmegt of me on the ocecasion of my short call upon
. you, you must have thouzht me a rude if not an untruthful
wpman when some of the “Amcrican Coleny * attacked you with
I remain respectfully :gef;;;tgmc;t tn?t 1 had said th.s,that,and the other thing
S ohediont Eerimut ol r.Merrill. Thls_faet I have just learncd through my
sister,and I at once desire to reply to this matter by saye
ing to you,as I have already done t0 them,that thc subject

- L] o 1 O ¥
oA of the American Colony "was never once named between you

U.3.Consul

and myself, In meeting Miss 3pafford at Jericho I told Ler
R I had heard from varicus sources that they were free lovers,
B e a?d when she a2t once replied that “Dr.Merrill had done

this " I replied in return that ‘my informant was not
. I think 1t a mest unjust thing as well as
untrue,to h 1d me up as a talebearer. I have demanded that
they 2% once do their hest to ecorrect thelir misstatement
but as that may be omitted I hasten to do what 1s ﬁr"ﬁlgle
myself by addressing you personally. If you have thﬁu;it
bwrdly of me 1t would be quite natural,but IAbe« }dﬁ ﬁo
believe that I am quite 1neapable of doin~ so u:41~‘ fie
a thing as I havaﬁf?srepr:se»t:d 13 401}5.~ it i

Very truly yours ;

2.Record cf Dinsmore incident in this office. Dr.Merrill

(signcd) «(Mrs) Belle W.Gilman® .-

=The underscoring 18 that of Mrs.G1lman.




COPY from my private consular Note Book

Thursday A.M.Mareh 27,1892.

The following incident las just occurred:i--

Two men were announced as wishing to see me I went
to the door and two men,strancers,stood in the vestibule.
Without any preliminaries they at once said,=*Mr . Merrill
you have been telling Mrs Gilman that our house 18 2 free
love house and we just tell you that your are a liar'.

I said,="centlemen,who are you? I do not know you, I never
saw or heard of you.Nho are you?'.

They replied,=*we are from the American Colony and you have
been lying about our house®.

I =aid,-"gentlemen wheever comes to this office must show
respect for it.Your words and manner mist be proper and
orderly. If you wish to threcaten or shoot the Consul ycu
must do i1t on the street but not in the Consulate".

They replied,=*anyway you are a liar'.

1 said to the kawass,-'put these men out of the office".
When he atteipted it they began to fight and deelared they
would nct go beecause they were ‘“YAmerican citizens'.

I said,sthat makes no difference as to of fensive ccnduet;
but who arc you?What are your nanes?*

Only one responded whe sald that has na e was "Dinsmore*.
That he has been here "so many years'.

I replied,-"you are not recoréed i1n our books,you have

never been to the office,you have concealed your naticnality
I do not know you as an Americahs.

I then sald,="ecme 1nside the office'.They did sc and

stood in the presence of myself and my interpreter. I did
not asl theun to sit dcwne.

They were violent amnd repeated what they had said.

I replied,-"1 made no s.ch statement to iMMrs Gilman'.

They both responded,-*then Mrs Gilman is a liar*,

I said,-"are you no:! ashamed 10 speak in such a way of a
woman who 1s absent a..‘ul(%@mot defend herself?* .-

I said,-"gentlemen,l have nothing to do with you and I
request you to leave t ¢ office' .-They accerdingly left
repeating that "Mrs Gilman was a liar' and muttering threats
against me,

---After they had gone my interpreter said he thought the
other man was named Meyer.,




United States Consulate ;
Jerusalem,Syria,Junc 18,1902.

Selah Merrill, Consul,

To
Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington.

Subject

Final report on case Selig 3.Rothschild,-not
an American citizen.




United States Congulat o
Jerusalem,Syrlaﬁiune 8,1902.

Hon.Herbert H.D.Feirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Referring to my despateh No.48,February 18,
1902,and to the Department’s despatch No.d<d,Mareh 24,1902,
relative to S2elig 2.Rothsehild and his right to be regarded
s an American citizen,l wish to report the result:=
His father Moses Rothschild,born 1n Russia.. 1824.
Went to the United 3tates... 1887,
Naturalized . . . PRBNEPRIFEE: £ /¢ 1
passport dated . . . . . 1889,
Was never rccorded in Consulate.

3elig S.born in Russia « « « 1899,
8 years b:fore his ffather went to
the United States.
Did not go tc the U.S.but came to,or
was sent to Jerusalem. ;
Age when hig father was naturalized,I872, 20 years.
Reccrded by Mr.Gillman in Consular Roocks 1n 1890, o0ne year
after date of his father's passport,and when he was 31 yearm
of age. ;i
Selig S.was nct bern in America and wag net living 1n Ameria
vt the time of his father’s naturalization.
Ry Par.l42 of Cons.Reg. the case 1s elear agalnt him and 1n
our bocks I have marked his name aceordingly.

I remaln rospectfully
Your obedient servant

bbadi Alnnct

U.2.Consul.
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Selah Merrill,Consul,

To

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce .
Assistant Seeretary of State il
Wwshington. £

0\\3
v

2

v

[y

Subject.

Forwarding marriage certifieate Form 87,dated
May 26,I%02,0f Joseph Amzalak,29,and Esther
Avigdor,23,naturalized American eitizens.




(Foru No. 87.)

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

— e

@ousulaiq of the muilul $lal¢§,

/AA!/Q.AM -.%7 26, /yd.z
\.% M _., Consul of the United States

in the city of .. %At/déypu ............... g

aged -27 - years, born in _.
residing in /Wf’ al.»ém ooy and %
423 .............................. years, born in

and now residing in were united in marriage before me,
and in my presence, by /ZDQMM (S M,? enneey Who is authorized

by the laws of . / oAl oo to perform such a ceremony.

n witness wh'ereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of the
Yy

Consulate at ... Wﬁ.—é""/ et pemmis % sanmney DAL ..ﬂZAé.J. _________________________

day of - ,A.D.18 ,and of the lndependence of the United States
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,July 15,1902,

Selah Merrill,Consul,
To
Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce

Assistant Secretary of State
Washingtaon.

Subject

Moses Lilienthal,-reply to Despatch No0.59,
June 12,1902,

P
Consular Eu‘mu1

AUGI9 1902




United States Coasulate ;
Jerusalem,Syria,July 15,1902,

Hon .Herbvert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

Referring to your No.59,June 12,1902 relatiw
to a document given to Moses Lilienthal and your re§est
that "a further report*fosm me is desired,I would say that
the facts are all in the Bepartment’s hands.

The right of a Consul tc certify tc the identity of an
American citizen no one denies.This is all that was done in
the case of Lilienthal.We are obliged to do this scores of
times every year.As stated in my despateh No .5I,March 24,
1902,a very large number of our people are engaged in busi-
ness and.-1t requires ecnstant watchfulness to keep them
out of trouble and tc keep matters straight.We grcatly need
the relief asked for in my No.5I,but it scems the Department
was not willin~ to grant such relief.

We have five post offiees here,several banks,Custom
Heuse and Consular Agency at Jaffa,the same at Haifa and
Beirut,eommissicners of many sorts in different ports or
towns,-with which our peole have some business conneetion
and they must be identified as Ameriean citizens.Unless the
are properly reccrded in cur bcoks we give no certificates.
We are very ea reful about this matter.

I always head the certificate thus,e

THIS IS NOT A PASSPORT

undersecred by twe heavy lines.My object i1s to prevent the
document from being sold.Lilienthal’s document did not have
thls declaration written upon it. This I regret .A descripg-
tien was given that ‘e might not sell it.

If Lilienthan tried to use thls paper as a passport
when he was told that it was not a passpert ,the Consulate
1s not to blame.We know these pecople well .Every possitble sus
terfuge has been rescrted to te chtain protection by fr .ud.

le ulfng}&}tfcxoégmfh11£90395$@“§f§e certificates to thxse

geing to the United States,ages,if married,children and
ages,occupation,if they have mcney,the residence of their
relatives in America,-all eertificates headed and under-
scored as delcribed.

Respectfully Yocur obedient servant ///
Q b batke (»/Zc,‘z,m"ec)
: UoS Cond
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,August 15,1902,

v
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i\

Selah Merrill,Consul, O,P
To
Hon.Herbert H,D,Peiree

Assistant Seeretary of State
Washington

Subject

Disturbanee in the Holy Sepulehre in November
1901 and its politiecal significance.




United States Consulate

.
‘UREA Jerusalem,Syria,August 15,1902,

cONSULAR _

k-

Hon.Herbert H.ND,Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

As a rule T do not report disturbances which
oceur in this distriet or those between the rival sects in
the Holy Sepulchre,but the last serious affair of the kind
developed political phases which are of special and to a
certain degree of international importance.

This fight be‘ween Greek and Latin monks in the Holy
Sepulehre took place in Novembher lagt,The question was
about tne sweeping of a certain pair of stairssituated on
the exterior wall of the church near the entrance to it,
The stairs belong to the Latins and their right to the care
of the same has been congidered as theirs for many years,
Tne stone pavement at the fool of the stairs,however,they
were not allowed Lo sweep,The Latins while about their ordis
nary work were attacked and driven away by Greek monks.
Soldiers were called and a strong guard put on duty.,Two days
later the Latins by order of the Governor of Jerisalemand
under tie protetion of Turkish soldiers began their work
again when they were attacked by the Greeks a gsecond time,
It was on the stairs and on the pavement about them that the
gight took place.,Some of the Greek monks had preparced them=
selves with stones,gone upon the flat roof which was over
the stairs,and from this position of advantage threw theirp
missiles down upon the Latin monks helow. One Turkish officer
had an eye knocked out,and fifteen Latin monks were wounded,
soze seriously,but no lives were 10st.An American monk who
himsetf was siightliy vounded asked me to go and see the
wounded after their wounds were dressed,Nearly all were
wounded abou® the head,face,and shoulders,some of the wounds
being very ugly,and 1t is a wonder that half of Lhedfﬁ@re
not killed onutright,

Members of the Latin religious orders of whatever na-
tionality have for generations been under the protection of
France,This position as Protector of Latin Christians 1in
this part of the East was long ago assumed by France and has
been persistently maintained for a long period of years, Tt
is allieged to date from the time Oof King Francis I.in the
xvi th century and to be based upon the fact that he was the
first Buropean sovereign to make a tresty with the Turks.
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This protectorate of France has not been eontinuons owing

ubles from time to time,nor does the reaso

alleged seem to justfy the position assumed.But it is no :

_doubt true that the Latin churches and ‘religious establis dd Towes yobiagin vusia C

ments in this country owe a great deal of their present bont 4t Gus sclt.
strength to the influenee and power of France exerted in . ¥ of Cfiurch with doors o}

— Yheir behal? fof 80 many years.Since 1843 wh e Fre : s
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sentatives of tie other I s ould not fai - %:nn and pavement
~ times this feeling has been intense;the Fren 2 Of the great patile 2‘}'?" the foot
ing the first position,the chief honors,and . LA

sort of Turkish soldiers;the other Consuls taking the &

“place and sometimes ignored altogether, '-
This fight afforded Germany a good opportulity to br
~yhe question of proteation,or of exolusive proteetion by
France,to a legal testysince German subjecis were among th
- wounded;and besides Germans them'-itﬂtm*mnmc.
and Spaniards. Germany demgnded of the Sultan theright to
—protect and defend her own subjeets and an Irade granting
this request was accordingly issued, Ttaly made a similar
demand and Obtained a similar irade from the Sultan.Spain
has made the same demand but at this moment 1 am %0ld that
_the Trade has not been issued,althugh it is thought there
ean be no permanent delay. :
‘This is nothing less than a serious blow to France,
which,politically,must be keenly felt. peaet
On the 9th of July the monks charged with of fenges in
this fight were put on trial and,after a long sesston last
t111 T0 o%elock at night,a thing which oceasioned univer
—~gurprise,the German and Jtatian Consuls being present,and
were found guilty and 34 offenders including 12 priests
_were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment ragging f
one week $0 nine months,
This %he matter stands at ppesen!.-,uhatﬂme‘opcmnu
the future will bring forth no one can tell,

I remain respectfaslly
~ Your obedient servant

U.S.Consul,
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Selah Merrill,Consul,

To

Consular Bureau.

MIMO;:I:JBUM- | L Hon.Herbort H.D.Peirce
: Assistant Secretary of State.
= /4155?42{.;246/21. \dw.
- 1§K 0‘f
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Subject:-

y

Appearance cof Asiatic cholera at Gaza and other
places in this Consular District.




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria,October 18,1902,

Houdiervert Heb JPeirce i
Assistant Secretary of State

Washington

I regret to inform you that what is official
ly declared tc be Asiatic cholera has reached Gaza and some
of the neighboring villages and has gone as far north as
Lydda about twelve miles inland from Jaffa.The number of
cases at Gaza and vicinity are upwards of twenty a day and
at Lydda five or six a day.For, ten days past there have bee
rumors of what was said to be 'pernicious fever*at (aza,and
five days since a commission of three physicians was sent
te Gaza by the Governor of Jerusalem and Palestine and
yesterdéy this commission returned and reported as above.
The Jerusalem distriet is not yet infected. Jaffa likewise
is not infected,still all the coast from Gaza n&@h te
Beirut,exeluding Beirut,has been declared infected and
quarantine of ten days declared against i1t .Jerusalem has
quaraqinne against Jaffa and all the plain country to the
west and south.It is so late in the season we hope that the
epidemic will not come to the mcuntain towns,.The last time
that Jerusalem was visited by cholera was in 1865 in Sep-
tember,and 1t 1s now after the middle of October.It is un-
precedented so far as I can trace the history of cholera in
this ccuntry,that +this disease should reach Palestine from
the southEIl-Arish tho border town between Palestine and
Egypt on the coast south of Gaza has suffered with the rest
of Egypt,and it is not stran-e that it sh-uld make its way fhanee
to Gaza. A7ain,it is very natural that it shculd appear at
Lydda for it is ocne of the largest market centers in Pal-
estine,people coming émgreat numbers from all parts of the
country to attend the weekly cattle fair held at that place.

Tlie prospect for business and travel the comlng scason
is far from bright.-The number of cases reported,means
the number of deaths.
I reman respectfully i
Your obdient servant

\,\,{ﬁuw{ el niitl

U.S.Consul. PO
-I will add that the health of Jerusalem during the summer
and autumn thus far has been remarkably good.




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,January 6,1903.

Selah Merrill,Consul,

To

‘Hon .Herbcrt H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary
Waé}n:ton

Subject,=
Forwarding 4 marriage certificates,-
v* Helponbein--Goldberg
» Laplnere=----Ollender
+ Silverstone---Koffmana
p Feinberge-----Salant




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria ,January 6,1903.

Hon .Herbvert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Inclesed please find four marriage certificates as

A.-George Helponbein,17,andRachel Goldberg 18.
Date:=-August 29,1902,

B. Jacob Aaron Lapiner,62,and Hene Rebecca Ollen-
der,2c.
Date:-September 10,1902,

.;)P C. Max Silverstone,18,and Bryna Koffmamn,I8.
. Date:-September 19,1902,

D, Mordecai Feinberg,20,and Fradel 3alant,23.
Date:-September 19,1902,
-Certificate dated November I4,1902.

1 remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

et Monitt._

U.8.Consul.




(Foru No. 87.)

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

e —

@ousulatg of the muitul $lalc§,

aged /l ................................ years, born in .__ /et
and now residing in /&444.4@4’!1’
’
and in my presence, by - 4 ................. ,
g -~

by the laws ofl/._

In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of the

Consulate at . A.eé?ln/ LRt sesatnsery BEN 2

g

= A—u%, A.D. lfp.z and of the Independence of the United States

AP M/M

Consul.




(Foru No. 87.)

8
>
%,
@onsulalq of the ﬁnim] $ial¢§, &
%wa;ém.f’z,e./ﬂ, 902

g, 53 .\§ g%mﬂ ., Consul of the United States

, do hereby certify that, on this lﬁz’ _________________

—_—— e

in the city of ... /Ee8et. e

wed -4,

residing in .. S &2 et

aged 21

%;Z% iy

and now residing in
and in my presence, b

by the laws of ...

In witness w veof I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of the
Consulate AWWLAJ i / &12”

day of
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(Foru No. 87.) V/
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CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE \7

—_— e et ———

L‘\

"8\ 0\
@ommlatg of the @uiin] $talc9, e kN

g

/m««m,ém% /7.., /ya.z?

J, M ., Consul of the United States
2tz

, do hereby certify that, on this /71>

,A.D. 1982

in the city of /0&“4’ ............................ \%M W
aged /I ....................................... years, born in =< m and now

residing in ... LTRLEL 2 -, and .
aged .7 AR e A years, born in .

and now residing in / ............................... , were united in marriage before me,
and in my presence, by M%Mv Mﬁ%— , who is authorized
‘7\

by the laws of ... ¢/ __ to perform such a ceremony.

In witness whexeof I have hereunto subseribed my name and affixed the seal of the

Consulate at .. Wﬂ‘&mdt PRI T | /4 .

day of ... 5 Wl , A. D. 1,01, and of the ludependence of the United States




(Foru No. 87.)

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

—_—a e

@nuaulatg of fthe @niicd $lalt§,
; T
/ cetnbonre Mrvenbor 1y, 1027
& %&Z%«mll +—reoneneery Consul of the United States

at /Méﬁﬂ .................. , do hereby certify that, on th‘.‘/f%

in the city of .../
aged .Z years, born in _Z
residing in - M‘,érrr ........... ,and ... 84k

aged ... J _________________________________ years, born in .. _M[“A

and now residing in /&t‘«“ - were united in marriage before me,

A .
and in my presence, by . € -G 4.%{4"@4. , who is authorized
Zier-

by the laws of ... ¢/ €€ %T] to perform such a ceremony.

In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of the

Consulate at/_ yr> Ll ,m, this /4 .Z\
day of W ...... ,A.D.18 ,and of the Independence of the United States

S z:»&.%: e ZE~

W) B W

Consul. .
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,January 9,1903.
W

o

Selah Merrill, Lot
Te
Hon .Hertert H.D.Peiree

Assistant Secretary of State
Washiington

Sut ject:-

Death of Mrs Mary E.REA,December 9,1902,




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria ,January 9,1903.

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
: Washington,D.C.

Sir.

1 have to inform you that Mrs Mary E.Rea,
residing here,died on the 9 th cf December and was buried
on the I0th.Disease,heart failure.American residence,3outh
Bend,Indiana.Mrs Rea had with her no friend or relative.
Her friends in 3cuth Bend were at conce notified.

The Toom was immidiately 'sealed by the Consulate and
the formalities required by Article XXIII of Consular Regu-
laticns have been and are being complied with.

Mrs Rea left no will.

Her watch and a few small articles are ldked up awalt-
ing instructions from her family.

Her clothing,possibly will fil) a trunk,will be sent
as directed by her friends.

She had a little money at interest which she had placed
with the Greek Convent here.This will be paid over to the
Censulate when due,-sometime this spring.

The bedding was burned,but the bedstead and a few
very plain articles of furniture will be sold.The wcather
has been bad for three weeks and nothing has beedfgﬁbut
the disposal of her furniture.It was not necessary as the
rent 1s paid up to the Mohammecdan New Year,near the end of
March.

Later a proper inventory as required will be *oxwmrded
to the Department.

I remain respectfully

Your obedient servant

Sheut Aora AL

e ——— e ey

U.S.Congl:
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Selah Merrill,Consul,
To
Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject:-

hfﬁmt;j /f.. Apparent cessation of the epidemic of

Asiatic cholera in thais Consular District.
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,January 10,1905,

Hon Hervert H.D.Feirce
Assistant Secretary of ~tatc
shington,D.C.

Sir.

In my No.60 October 18,1902,1 referred to the ap-
pearance in this Consular District cf Asiatic cholera.Gaza,
Lydda,and Jaffa suffered most from this disease,but it
appeared also in gmany other towns with a few,sometimes
a considerable number,of fatal cases in each.

I am glad to report that there has been no case in
Jerusalem or in this immediate viecinity.

The epidemic seems now to have died cut.We had quaran-
tine on feur sides of us,and I am happy tc state that en
th 9th of this month the last was removed.Priees ha become
exhorbitant and there was a great scareity of provisions,e
affecting all classes but especially the poorer elassespecph.

The administration of the quarantine service has been
reprehensible.Negligence at the border station between
Egypt and Palestine was the oaecasion of its coming to this
country.buring the prevalence of this epidemie it has been
possible for peasants to go from, infected distriet or tWon
to a place that was free,-at any time.Foreizners and others
who were able tc pay were fleeced.Great carelessness,great
severity,great hardships,-and apparently all to no purpose.
Quarantine 1s tco profitable for officials to be lightely
removed .Unly one Eurpopean dicd during the past three months
of this disease,-and that one did not belong 1n this dis-
trict.

I speak in this report of this district only;but I hear
that in Damascus there are still cases. With cholera in
Egypt and cholera in Syria and plague in Egygpt and quaran-
tine everywhere the cutlook for travellers is not_ood
Commerce certainly has suffered,-but in my residence in thic
country we have had quarantine about three years out of

four, g Covamunce  is At Mw-—?,a L—ﬁvw«(

I remain respectfully Your obedlent servant

/@1@/% b‘%&ﬁ(/&r
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Selah Merrill,Consul, “ C‘

To " '"“\//
Hon .Herbert H.D.Pexreo m W

Assistant Scereury 0r State
Washnigton

Subject .=

Sending American mall to Jerusalem by Austirian
rather than by Turkish Post office.Unanimous request
of resident Amcrican citizens.




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,January 28,1903,

Hon .Herpert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secrctary of 3tate
Washingtcon,D.C.

I wish to call attention to thc American mail and
the channel by which 1t reaches Jerusalem.

The mail frem thc United States now comes through the
lecal Turkish Post and there has always been dissatisfactia
with its management because of delays,annoyances of variows
kinds,and many actual losses of valuable letters.In tie
8ties and azaln 1n the 9ties ccmplaints were made resulting
in temporary improvemcnts.Mr.E.S.Wallace under date of
Jan.$,1838 wrote to the Departiment of improvement in the
management of the Turkish Peost.Whatever improvement he wmay
have observed was of very brief duration. Many times since
returning to this Consular Post 1n 1898 Amcrican citizens
residing here have urged me to ask the Departuent for a
chagge 1n the chaniel by whie! the Amcriecan malil eomes.

My reason for not doing so was,aot tiat annoyanees and
lesses had ceased,but that betwecn the United 3tates and
Turkey there wer: several unsettéled matters and I did not
wish to add to these amother irritating question.

Pesides the Turkish there are four post offices in
Jerusalem,-Austrian,(erman, rench,and Russiam.No foreign
consul,-therc are eleven here-,ever sends a despatech through
the Turkish Post,-nor a private letter unless he 1s obliged
to dc so.These two facts are stronger evidence of the ine
competency of the TurkishPost than a petition sizned by
one thecusand Amcrican citizens cculd possibly be.During

the three months of cholera jus Pas} ° Mmall was sent by
"3irusa1em 23 11 e clock Adi.

train froem Jaffa. It arrived in,
but it was never ready for delivery before 3 or 3.30 o’elock
in the afterncon.Those who receive thelir mall threuzh the
“renci.,Germ\a), or Austrian post offiees receive their mail
promptly and safely.There are v, gxafew annoyanees of any
kind and almost no losses.Thegeare managed with effieieney
and loncsty. 5

All English mall ccmes through tie Austrlan':.'Thls 1s for
Americans likewlse the mest ccnvenient and the one I would
recommend .,-As regards bulk of mall from forei_n countries
that from America is third in order,-hence 1ts i1mportance.
I trust the Department will consider this matter amd 1f
possible grant the re§uest of the larse number cf Amcrich
citizens reisding here that the mail frem America bc sent
Jerusalem through the Austrian Post Uffice.

Respectfully Your obedient servant

/dw:/cm
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MEMORANDUNM

of the Consul General accompanying Consul Merrill's Ne 63 of the
28th. January 1903.

In regard to Consul Merrill's complaints against the
Turkish Postal Service, I beg to say that we hu(ré to use
this service for letters to the interior such as Erzerum,
Harput, Sivas, and I have for several years now made use of
the same for mails to sea-port towns and in justice to the
Turkish service I must say that our letters have always
reached their destination without any complaint whatever.

In any event I do not see how the Department can take
any action in the matter, which would appear to be dependent
entirely upon the particular route or post office gpecified
by the writers themselves.

Constantinople, February 13th. 1803.
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“Consul General.
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United Statai Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,February 16,1903.
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”Mmjn%ah Merrill,Consul,

To
Hon .Herbert H.D.ﬁeirce

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject:-

Reply to despatch No.63,January 2,1903, relative to
Madame Mcuntford.




United Siates Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,February 16,1903,

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washnigton

ﬁu’fi‘ OF THE UNITED ﬂ':’*, LI
W4 % OF AMERICA. EE L

Sir.

Your despateh No.63 ,January 2,I903,with incles-
ures from C.H.Patton and Sm.I.Lindsay is at hand.

I inelose ertracts from the Baptismal Register,Burial
. Register,and the Minutes of the Local Committee in Jerusa-
CQRRECTION lem of the London Society for Promoting C;rigtienity damong
the Jews .Thesec records cover a period of . yegars or
from 1853 to 1877.
These records show when this woman,Madame Mountford,
; ears ' was born,baptized,and emmigrated to America.She was the
Neag top:-‘records cover a.’erlod WE Sam— A dau-hter of Someh Finkelsteiﬂqﬁﬁa‘dled in 1865.3he was
from 1853:12 1877% .- ) born ahd baptized as Lydia Fimkelstein:-later she hecame
S four Lydia von Finkelstein:later Lydia Mamreoff von Finkelstein:
For fourte@n years pleaseread twenty f i then Lydia Mamreoff von Finkelstein Mountford:and now Made
ame Mountford.
i I The Finkelstein family were always known as Russian
Respectfully Yours : Jews whc became eonverts or proselytes in 1853,-that is the
Loty ear ¢f their baptism.Ffrom that date till 1877 when the
Selah Merrlllu 2 Aamsut *5;*“: ¥;n11y disappcargd from Jerusalem,they were constantly ke
s helped by the M1551onps the repeated grants of money re-
corded in the Society’s Minutes sufficiently show.

It was not t111 some years after this Lydia went te¢
America that the *von® and the *Mamreoff® appeared in con
neetlion with her name.The people of Jerusalem thought it
strange that they had never known of these names or titles
in connection with the Finkelstein family and they do not
know why they werc adopted.

Lindsay’s letter:-*She is a lineal descendant of the
dukes of Mamre the original inhabitants of Nerthern Pale-
estine* ,-Mamre was in Southern Falestine.-The name passed
cut of history in the time of Abraham,2,000 yvears before
Christ.

ibld:-"went to Russila and hought the von Finkelstein
estate® .-Compare the minutes of the London Jews Society as
inclesed. .

As you have asked the question I will say that I thl;&
1t very unwise if this person is allowed to have any prcm-*;
inent part in connection with the (ouisiana Purchase Expo-/ ™
siticn. @

///f/;cmaln rcspectfully Your obkddiemtservant
o) 2 e (amr\tft
AP /[}é V. G
(overy

: 3ee Despatch No.84,February 16,1903.




] ,
In 1877 this Lydia went to America.Between 1882 and . 86
ghe returned to Jerusalem and claimed 10 »e an American.
citizen. 1 was here at the time but do not remember abou
her papers,-if she had any or not. About I890 she claimsy
10 have been married in Delhi to an English subject who
was said to be postmaster in that city. In 1898 she came
to Jerusalem again without Mr Mountford,and nothing was “al
about him.No one here knows anything about Mr Mountford.
-1 mention these dates a: they may have a bearing on her
re-naturalization,-provided she clains to be an Anerican
ecitizen which I know nothing about. ;

1.8.Consulate Gencra‘!
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From Minutes of the London Jews Society Local Committee

1353 ;May T7,Min: =54 ,<The Seuretary reported that,on Sunday
last,he baptized Sam Finkelistein,his wife,and two children,

1854 ,Feb,28,Min: 48, «)r Macgowan proposed that on the termi-
nation of the lease of Finkelstein®s present house the
Com®tee should take from nim,at 500 piasters per ann.,a
gmall house he took for the Hospital on account of 1ts
well,The Com®tee acceded to DrM°sproposition,

1854 ,Jan,.27.M1n:80,<Hr Macgowan reported that during the
execution of the repaire on the house taken-from him for
Finkelstein(see Min.38),the arch in tnhe cellar upon wh the
superstructure rested had been found to be unsound and that
tnig together with other items not in the original esti-
mate hed cause! tie expenditure of 2,000 piast.instead of
1,000,0f wh,400 had been paid by the Bishop,and he asked
that the balance of 1,600 piast.might he paid him,I,270
thereof to be a burden on the ouse as a pre-payment on
acct of rent &8 agreed 1n Min:38,

Resolved that the See’y be instructed to NrMacglB00 pias
1359.dan, 16.Min: 7, =The Secty wag authurlisd to pay DrMac-
mowan 600 pilagt.per ann,for Winkelstein’s:rﬁstead of 500
instructed by Min:38 of last year,on acct of increased rent
now chareed on the hoise,

1855,Nec , TT.Min: 65, <Kegolved to allow shutters to be put on
the Fipkelstein's win ows the sane Lo be ciarged to the
Temp . ,Hel,Pund,

I856.Ap111 29.MIn: 28, -An application from Finkelstein $Q
for asgistance to enable him to revigit his relationg in
Russian Persia was considered,-Resolved that 1,000 piast,.
he allowed hium for tiis purpose,

185 5,Aug,. 12 . OrMacgowan presented the lease for another year
of the premises occupied in part by Mr Finkelstein,and the
Sec’ty was anthorized to -pay him(from Temp.Rel,Fund) 600
plast.being na:f tnesane,

T857 Apr.2T,Min:80,-The Sec*ty further pointed out the item
of 500 pilast,in the acet paid by Mr.,Nicolayszon to Mrs
Finkelstein in the absence of the Rishop,as an advance

from the sun helonging to her in his lordship®s hands His
Lordship stated that the whole amount of funds due toMrs
Finkelstein had heen made over to her and that the said
advance of 500 piagt,,-as it could not be recovered from
her-,must be paird from the Temp.Hel, und.-Resolved that the
sald sun of 500 piast.he charged to the Temp.Rel.Fund,

1857,Aug, 6,Min;: 72 ,=The See’ty brings forward thh  subjeet of
allowances granted from the Temnp,Rel,Fundy,which in some 1in-
stances are too nueh considered in the light of fixed sal-
aries.He propeses tiiat an examinetion be made of lhose

cages with the view of making if possibls gome other arrang.
ment respecting tihem,




Resolved that the Sec®ty make inguiry into the eircunstan-
ces of those proselytes who are receiving® allowances from
the Temp,Hel.®und,and that he report on the same at the
next meeting,

1857.Aug. 13 Min: 75 ,«The Sec’ty reports that in pursuance of
ingtruetions from the Committee in Kesoiution No,72,ne had
intimated to Mr & Mrs Finkelistein the wish of the Com®tee
that they shonuld seek for some employnent hy which they
might provide for thAgr own maintenance,as the assistance
whethey had hitherto received from the Temp.Rel,Fund was
not to he considered as a fixed pension for life,He further
told them that 1f they did not sueceed in findine employ-
ment 1n Jerusalem,& wished totry some other place,the
Committteewould be willine to aid them in removine,

1857,.Sept .25,M1n: 849, «Mr Hefter proposed that a grant of
440 piast.be made to the Winkelstein family Lo purchase
wheat for the consguuption of the family,--Resolved aceord-
ingly that the grant be made,

1808.,0¢t . 19,Min: =T1Y6H,=An application was received thefﬁ?ﬁ-
kelsteins complaining of difficulties and distress,and regn
requesting assistance a-»sinst Lhe approachine winter.

Resolved,-That Mr Crawford and Mr Hefter inquibe into
the nature of their difficulties and he authorizea to as-
g1t the Finkelsgteins to the extent of 600 piasters,

1859.Febh.8,M1n: 216, =The See*ty reported that the sum of
500 piast.hed been given as a graent to the Finkelsteins
for trne purchase of wheat according to Regolution Min:274,-

1859,June 7 ,Min:259,Sect.2,=-...W1th regard to the Dar
Anahoose ,andthe Resolution of the Com*tee relatins thereto,
it was ,-Resolved;<-That the See’ty co write to Capt.Layard
ttat Lless than half the rent(I,400 pirast.)is peila for the
part of the premises actulaliy occupied by the Finkelsteins
and that it 1s impossible to pruﬁ@e for tnet family clse-
whérese o« o o oJt was further

Resolevd, -that whatever nay be deficient according to
above arrangments of the whole amounts of rents paid for
houses occupied by progelytes he carried %0 the credit of
the general find from the Temp.kel,Fund,from the date of
January Ist 1859,

[860,dan. 16,Min:30,-A petition was received fron Samuel
Tinkelstein complaining of distress and praying for as -
sistence for his numerous family,

Kesolved,<That a grent of 500 piasters be mnade to this
famity, =warning them that frequent repetitions of this
nature cannot in future be attended to,




1861.Febs9. Min: -95,-Read letters from Sam Finkelstein,
stating that he was confined %0 Lis bed by an accident wh,
resulted in a fracture of his arm,and earnestly soliciting
the pecuniary aid of the Conmittee.

Resolved,-That a grant of 500 piast,.be made to Sam
Finkelstein out of the Temp.Rel.Fund.

186T.Apr1l 80, Conversation.eees .With recard to the claim
made by Mr & Mrs Finkelstein for the re-payment of a sum

of money (I0,000 picst.)alieged to have been paid to Bishop
Gobat by the late Mr.Nigolayson, But as no démand had heen
made for its re-payment by the Local Cemn’tee,it was consid-
ered undesirable to taoke any notice of tie matter,

I186T.,June T1.,Min:12,-A letter from r Finkelstein was next
read,p aying that the Com*ttee wonld grant him the use of
the house at present ocepied by him,and stating also that &e
was preparcd t0 pay its full rent,-This however appeared

to the Committee mot a subject wh,ceame within their provinee,

1862 Mch 4,M1n:45,-Res0levd 40 grant Finkeletein a gum of
800 pilagt,fron Temp.Rel, und,

1862,Aug. 12, Grant from Temp.Rel.Fund to Finkelstein 400 px
plasters,

I1862,.8ept 2.Petitions from Finkelstein & Kosenzweig nega-
tived.,

I862.Nov,TI.Grant from Temp.R.F.to Finkelstein 400 piast .

I1862.Dec.2.A letter from F.,Finkelstein who had ceased to he
connected witin the Hiskop’s Girls School,wa: read pr-yine
for employnent,

1368 .Jaéne27, Min:27p=A letter #ms—wead from Mrs Finkelstein
WasS Tead in wheshe asked for justice in trnecase of a debnt
01 10,000 pilasters wh.she alleged wae etill due herk by the
Lord Bigshop who,she said,had received 1t from the late
AustrianConsul,Count Petzzemanni,




1863 .F'eb .3.-The Secretary stated that Mrs Fimglestein had
given back to the Austrian Consul her reccipt for the 10,0W
piasters and lLad renounced all elaim to the moaey.

1863 «Aprall4.-A petition from the Finkclsteins was read,as
it contained a request for Temp.Rel.1ts consideration was
deferred untill Captain Layard shall be preseat.

1863 .day S5.-Grant from the Temp.R.'und,-Fingelsteins 400 Pi.

1863 May 12.-Min:B2.-Petition freom Fimgelsteim for hcuse
reat negatived.,

1863 May 19.-A letter was read from the Rev .Mr.Miles,Prin-
cipal of Malta College,in wh he stated his intention of
sending back the boys Hilpern and Fingelstein to Jerusalem.
He also recommended that boys of this class be put to busia
ness instead cf bteing sent to eollewe,

1863 .Scpt.I1.=Min:89.-A petition froem Mrs Fingelstein was
next read asking for the position of 3uperintendent of the
Woerkroem of the Jew.Inst.

IR63.8ept B.-A petition for Temp.Rel.from Fingelsteins
deferred till next month.

1863 .0ct.6.-rom Temp.Rel.was allowed...and to the Fingela
steins 200 Fiast.,

S.
1864 .Jan .3.=Frox Temp.Rel.Fund grants made..t0,Finkelsteids
400 Fiastres.

1864 .Mch <9.-As Benj.Fingelstein had been employd to teach
ia the House of Industry during the absence of Mr.Flcisch-
hacker on a missionary journey and as he has galned the at-
tenticn and zood will of the lnmates,1t was(Min:92)Kesolved
to ecatinue him as Evedlng Teacher i, the House of Indust.

at a monthly salary of I50 Piastres.
1864 .May S.-The petition of the Finglesteins was deferred ,

1864 .June §#7.-From Te p.Rel.4U0 Prast.were allowed to
the Fingelsteins.

1864 .,0ct.4.-From Temp.Rel.400 Piast.were voted to the
Finzelsteins.

I865.Jan.4.-A petition from Benj .Fingelstein, the tecacher in
the House of Indust.was next read,asking for an inerease of
salary,wh.was negatived.

1865.7eb .7.~-From Temp.R.Fund 300 Piast.were voted to the
Fincelsteins.

I865.June 6.-Min:34,.-Tetitieon for assistance received from
Mrs Finkelstzin.-Granted to Mrs Fiakelstein 500 Piastres,




1865 ,Nove7,=A grant of 200 piast.wae made to Mrs Finkelstenm
to assist in paying her hisband’s funeral expenses,Temp.
Rel.Pund ,-Min,45, -

1866,Feb, fe=Min.2: <Granted 200 Piast,to Mrs Finkelstein
from Temp.,Rel.Fynd,

1866 .Mar.6,.-A petition for Temp.Relief and also for Fratuit
ous instruction of ier gon in Arebic in the Boys® School
was read from Mrs Finkelsgstein and then deferred,

1866,May T.=-A petition from Mrs Fingelstein was negatived,

1866,July 24, -The gcelection of a teacher to supply the
place 0of Benj.Fingelstein was cdeferred.

18683.NOV .24, =A pei1tion was read from Benj.Fingeistein ask-
ing to be allowed to resune his post as evening tesacher in
tihe House of Tndustry,After congidering the subhject the
Commi ttee resolved to re-appoint him on probation for one
monthto give ingtruction in the House of Industry for two
hours on the evenings of Monday,Tuesday,Thursday and
Friday.And that his s.lary be as heretofore,Id0 prest,per
wmmkn month,

186Y.dune I5,-Min,24:-A letter was read from Miss Dickson
in which application was imade for adiission into the Jew-
esses Institution of Lydia Fingelstein(the daupter of a
prosclyte) aged 14 years, As she had alveady been in tie
Institution,and hed been withdrewn by her mother,the Local
Committee preferred referring tie case to tlhe Parent Come
mittee,

T8G9, AU B, =The 1etter of Captain Laysrd,No.46 hearing date
July 17,7869 ,was next read,....The cage of Lvdia Fineel-
¢tein seeking sdmigsion into the Jewesses Institution as

a2 hoarcer was left with the loeal Committee, On 1€-consid-
ering the matter it wasgeeied better to let her continue a
day scholar as heretofore,

1869,Sept.J4, -A petition was read from Mrs Fingelsteiln in
which she asked for aid towards sending her son & daughter
to Ameriea,but the Committee had no funds at 1ts disposal.

1874 ,Feb,3,Min: 315 ,814;: - A =reve compleint having been
apalnst Mr.Finkelstein the teacher in the House of Industry
1t Was T.sOlved that Mr.Schick be directed to sugpend Mr,
Finkelstein untilsueh time 28 a full i1nvestigation could he
made 1nto the charges made against fam, :

674 benJ7.,MIin:315: -A letter from Migs H,Finkelsteln com-
plaining of her dismissal by Migs Dickson from the situa-
tion as Seripture reader to the Jewesses having heen read,®
the Seeretary wee requested to inform Miss Finkelstein
that the Cownlttes had no power to entertaein the complaint
as MassDickson in this matter acts independfently of the
Committee,




1874 ,Feb,17.Min:316,-A letter from MrP.Finkeistein referre
ing to the acenusations which had been brought afainst him
and wh.had ‘resulted in his being suspended from hig situa-
tion g Teacher in the H.of Industry,having beén read,1t was
resolved that the matter be ref tred to the Sepretary for
investigation and report,

1874 ,Feb .28 ,Min:527,=A letter from Migs Finkelstein asking
for employment in the work of the Missiun having been read
yJt was resolved that Miss Finkelstein be inforied that the
Committee hac no employment to €ffer. lier,

1874 Meh 3. Min: <584, «The Sec'y reported that lLe lLad inves-
tigated the chareges arainst Mr Finkelstein and that as

they did not appear to be proved Mr Finkelsteln was re-ingte-
ted in his duties,

1874 .Mch.17, Having read letter from Migs Finkelstein agair
as ing for employment,on the groands that the See'y in
London did not secem to iuply in his letter to her a refyue
sal of employment,-Min: <kesoived,<That the application bhe
declined,,

1874 ,hec,22 . -Dr.Chaplin reported that (e had been sunmoned
to attend at the Cirmen Consuiate a1 give evidence %oncl -
it¢ a charege bhrought by Mrs Weintraub againgt her sister
Mrs Finkelstein of attempting to poison her husbhand Mr Paul
Weintraub.

1874 ,Dee,29,-A letter from Mr Paul Weintraub was read stat -
ing thet hiis wite had forsaken him and esking thet nais
daughter may be received as a boarder in the Society's

Girls School as he ig not able to attend to her.ft wag re-
solved that tne subject be postponed for future consideratem,

I1875.June 8,Min: 46, -Benj.Finkelstein on leaving Jerugalem
ff\gm America desired « certificate with regard to tne cher-
acter and duration of his services in the House of Tndustry.
It wes resolevd that it should he @ranted him,.

187 7.May T,-A petition was read from Mrs Finkelstein for
assisting ner two daughters(figther and Lydia)with ‘ravel-
ling expenses to Anerice,stating that she had 2 iready Thir-
ty Pounas,put the expensses smount to 60 pounds: -

Resolved, -that as it was desirable to promote their
mnaatamm emigretion 15 pounds should be granted in & Let-
ter of Credit to he obtained from Mr Bergheim on London or
Liverpool,

", KXAL{a F(Lcl&u»{ /%5&4“32&L¢9u1%¢;7,c»fcz;;uia,4~,L“.; [ 7P
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Consulur Bureau,

Mig 97 1008

SelakMrrrill,Censul,
Te

Hon.Herbert H.D.Piircc
Assistant Secretary of State

Washingt en
30
a\?w’)

Subject

Shipping supplies from States Department te this
Consulate:-unreasonable delays of the Steamer
Cempany




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,february 16,1903,

Hon.Herbert H.D.Pelrce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

Allow me to cal)l attention to the shipping of
supplies from the 3tate Department to this Consulate.

A box scnt from Washniston ought to ke in this Consu-
late in the course of five weeks.In quarantine times a rea-
sonable additional number of days must be allowed.We do not
send in an order until within two months or say ten weeks
of the time when we judge the .supplies will be needed.

Our last order was sent August 7,1902. Shipper’s In-
voice from New York dated Sept.<22. Invecie from 3tate De-
partment dated Sept.23.-The goods arrived as per State
Department Invocie returncd,february 16,-thls date.31x
months and I0 days from date of our order.-fiw months
lacking 6 days from date of shipper’s ILnvotce.

This delay 'as put us to great i1nconvenience.3hippers
from here need Inveoice blanks but we had to put them off
day after day for two months.Other examples of inconvene-
ience I need not mention.

As the goods were sent by the Levant Line I wrote to
the agent of the company 1n Ale:andria in December and he
replied replied that the goods would be sent on the I0 th
of January. They arrived,as I have sald,on the 16 th of
February,36 days after his date.

The cholera and quarantlne are urged as excuses. But
whlle these gcods have beecn lyila; in Alexandria or travel-
ling up and down the coast no one knows where or how,scores
of steamers from Alexandria have landed their goo's at
dJaffa.

The freight,it scems,was prepald in New York.Ia that
case the company woulﬁfﬁbt turn them over to another line
which would have brought them to Jaffa three months sooner.

I have sent hundreds of cases back and forth between
Jerusalem and Beoston or New York and two months has been
the average time. I never send by “express'for their is none
here. I never prepay the freight and shippers are anious
to hurry the gzcods through and get their money.

I have not written to the shipper in New Yerk,and do
not think I ought to do so without directions from the
Department to that effect.

Respectfully Your obedient servant

QA ek Monrel,
U.3.Coirsul.




MEMORANDUM
of the Consul General accompanying Consul “errill's No 65
of the 16th, February 1903,

In the annexed dispatoh Consul Merrill states among

other things "Shippers from here need Invoice hlsnks, but

we had to put them off day after day for two months,"

Under Cirocular instruction of August 1lst. 1897 Consuls
reneral are instructed to supply all invoice forms %o the
Consuls subordinate to them and the Consuls are directed. to
make requisition upon the Consuls General therefor,

The practice in this office is to keep a full supply of
invoice forms and %o mail them to the consuls whenever noti-
fied that they are required, Such a requisition from "onsul
Merrill wogld have been promptly honored, Tt is probable that
the Cirouiar of August 1897 is not on file in his office and I
am sending him by this mail a econy of this memorandum for
his information and guidance.

Constantinople, March 7th. 1903.

~ /7 5 - :
( /ﬁ ////"%éfﬁptd&ﬂ/

Consul General.




&9 CONSULAR.

» MAY 16 1903 : g ‘ KPn ¢ U* i
Dapartment of State ; *@*“”"“‘ \

I nccn I\ “United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syrla.Aprll 40,1905. {h

Selah Merrill,Consul,

To

o 2,

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce .
‘Assistant Secrectary of State
Washington

Subject

Marriage of Daniel Hall a naturalized American
citizen with Natalie Klimscha,bora Mihalsky an
Austrian subject,on the 24 th of February 1903,




United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria,April 20,1903,

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secrctary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

Inclosed please fiﬁd Certificate of Marriage
of Daniel Hall a naturalized American citizen with an
Austrian Natalie Klimscha,barn Mihalsky,on the 24 th of
Fewruary 1903.

Respectfully Your obedient servant

U.S.Consul.




(Foru No. 87.)

' CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

fed € 5--

~ do hereby certify that ;

day of #”- Gl ‘l .o nt&
. inthe city of _, J#EE, (&% ¢, . all

7 p/w/ ...... years, born in c/(ﬁ/.{f
g wi ikt Pl loclis.

/ i d"% ... yeats, born in /dé{éfy (/lﬁ/ 74
and now residing in : .. wore united in marriage before me

and in my presence, by g 4 W ..... , who is authorized
by the laws Mw%mrform such a ceremony.

In witness- frexeof I have hergunto subseribed my name and affixed the seal
Consulate at . sy oo - /4 E this /M‘ZIZ/
f
day of .. L.¢. &€ -H-by - ALV/(jnud of the Independence of ited 8

the
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TUnited States Consulate-
Jerusalem, Syria,May 20,1903,

JUN 1 34903

|oPopertment of ©11. Jelah  Merrill, Consul,

To
Hon.Herbert H.D:Pelrce

Assistant lecretary of State
Washington

Subject :-

Application for leave of absence for 60 days to
visit Europe.




A
~C bnited 3tates Consulate
- Jerusalem,Syria,May 20,1903.

Hon .Hervert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of Staite
Washiingten,D.C.

I hercby ask for si ty days’leave of absence
te visit Europe. I shculd wish to leave my post scon after
the first of July.Twice hefore lecaves cf absence have been
granted but it was never convenient for me to leave my
pest and I have dene so,in I90I,cnly on cne 1nstance,and
that fer twenty seven days. It 1s not certain that I go
away and 1f I do I may not go .tec Eurcpe;circumstances at
the time will decide.

If I go the usual formalities regarding the office
wlll be. complied with.

Respectfully
Your cbedient servant

U.3.Consul.




No.67. United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,May 2¢,1903.

CONSULAR BUREAU.
PLEASE REPORT,

Selah Merrill, Consul,

To

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant 3ecretary of State

Washington
Cfl"vb/,,J

/7

0
Subject

Ackncwledging Despateh No.65 with Mountford’s
inclosure.




United States Consulate
Jerusalen,Syria,May 22,1903.

Hon .Herbert H.G.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

Your Ne .65,April 22,I903,with inelosure from
Madame Mcuntford,is at hand.

I have not spoken teo this woian for fifteecn or twenty
years.In 1876 I applied to the London Jews Soclety here as
I was a stranger,for flower cards.They replied,-*there is
a family of proselyte Jews be]qggnng to the mission, namcd
Finkelstein,who make flower cards and you will be doing a
faver if you patronize them as they are very poor.' I went
to the house and purchased what I wish.,I do not know who I
saw at the house.This 1s the first time I heard o the
Finkelsteins.This 1s all the *“favors * I received.

I have never had any controversy with this woman and o
not propese to have.Her controversy with the British Weekly
I had nothing to do with.The charege that I *incited persomns
tc write letters about her® to the British Weekly er to any
other paper is absolutely false.

The statement about my wishing tc become a partncr
with her and exhibit brids,is pure fiction and extremely
ridiculcus.

*My eldest brother was Deputy U.3.Consul',.Her brother
Benjamin was 'dlshcnorably discharged from t%g sgrvice of
this Consulate'. #=3 2p.4 9. /"’f« 22 j
7 She says she ‘"has taken no 151109 or Mr Merrll]’
asperatioms® .Aspiraticns?What aspiraticns? ¢

Her charge that I have'sent clippings to the Jerusalem
exhlblt company" 1s absclutely false. I have no clippings,
and I have sent none to anybedy. ago

*Special firman'é&c.Fifty and sixty years, any trader
from a merchant to a pedlar, cculd obtain a 'spc\1a1 fir-
man' to enter and trade 1n the Ottoman dominions.Now-a-days
tesperehs are given.3am Finkelstein the father of this wo-

man came to Jerusalem a Russlan Jew tallor and dild very come
mon work.

fy cpinicn was asked and I expressed it 1n respectful
language .This Russian Jewess now an English subject as she
says that her "husband i1s and Englishman ",is not P leased
with my epinion.The case 1s this:-Many thousan s of Amerie

wlll visit the Jerusalem exhiblt at 3t Louls and they
have a right te have the best irstruction that can be ob -
talned fIs this foreign woman the only person to Hc conside)
ered?Have the probable tens of thousands of American "131-)r¢“/
toers te the Fair nc rights that should be regarded?
I remain respectfylly
Your cobedient servant
(‘i@(@ﬁ{o&ZLv¢¢Zl
/M

M

cans




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,July 27,1905.

S8elah Merrill,Censul, \x}) 5
3 i 6/

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant 3ecretary of State
Washington.

. N

Reply to Mathews and 3pafferd letters relative tc the
death ef one of members eof the Spafforditc community.




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria,dJduly 27,1908,

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Wshington,D.C.

1 hereby acknowledge the receipt of your Des-
patch No.66,dated June 25,1903,with inclosures from Anna
M.Mathews,and Anna Spafferd dated May 25,1903.

My reply to these letters is inclosed on sheets sep-
arate from this despatch.

The Department 1s familiar with the methods of the
Spaffordites in their attempts to m juyre the U.3.Government
and American interests in this city.These efforts have been
cerried on for many years.The matter is noet persenal with
the Consuls whc eccupy this office;still the Consul whoever
he may be,has te bear the bvrunt of these malicious and une-
Jjust attacks.

The- duties of this oftfice are arduous;it r.quires all
my time and strength to keep things 1n order and to attaend
to the regluar duties.l can very poorly spare several weeks
every year to reply to the falsehoods of the Spaffordites.
Take the present instance:-to hunt up papers and prepare
a sultable reply has cocstshe three days’wcrk,besides the
werry and annoyance of 1t, 3Semetime last year after I had
cleared off a number of Spafforditc documents the Consul
General wrote me,-"it 1s a pity that your time and strengh
which should be de@y}@n to publie busincss are so much
taken up with these matters.It 1s an injustice tc you and
to the Government'.,

I have been hecping that seme definite steps would be
taken to correct this evil.Doubtless the Department feels
that petiticns must receive attention.But a single petition
1s ene thingfean annual stréﬁ of baseless charces and vie
tuperation poured inteo the Depariment for many years cught
at lagt to be rececgnized at its proper value.Mr Cridler
asked .te make suggestions how this abuse of a privileee
could te stopped.If semething elear and emphatic cculd be
prilted and circulated especially atonz travellers who ccme
here,i1t might serve as a chgeck.Unless something 1s done
this nuisance will ccntinue;for every year they induce
some people to believe them from whomthey extort a promise
that they will write tc the President,-and the Department
and this Consulate suffer further anneyance.

I remain respectfully Your obedient servant

(Zgli&/ﬂvv4%éw~414~
U S bewn




With regard to Miss Anna M.Mathews' letter with 1ts
inclosure from Mrs Anna Spafford the head of the Spafford-
ite Coleny in Jerusalem,dated may 25,1903,1I make the fol-
lowing Report:-

Miss Mathews says that she "does not understand the
matter’which is very certain.If Mrs Spafford really be -
lieves her own statements it is certain that she does no
understand it either.But Mrs Spafford knows perfectly well
that she is mixing truth and falsehood for a’ certain pur-
pose,according to a weéll known practise cf the Spafferdites.
Why did not Mrs Spafferd refer to the man’s name? Probably
she refers te Mr Erick Peterson a Swede who with his family
joined the Spafford Coleny and came with Mrs Spafford te
Jerusalem in March 1896.

American citizen.-This man was not reccrded in the Consu-
late,he had never been to the Consulate,and this Consulate
had ne knowledge that he claimed to be an American citizen.
He ccncealed his nationality as others in that hcusehcld
have done.Mrs Spafford says "his papers were 1n hls box",
That £==%,if true,does not affect this Coasulate,nor does
his being an American citizen’'or not affecet the matter in
question.

Relations te his family.-These were pleasant until Mrs

Spafford interfecred as she claims the right of dcing, aldheesk
they "are all equal',separated reterson frem his family and
forbid them havinz anything tc do with him. Peterson had

of fended Mrs Spafford in some way.Thils 1s alleged by his

son aind others.rFeterson went to Jericho and 1ff'took to
drink*1t was larzely due to the cruel treatment he had re -
ceived in the Spafford community.

Cholera in Jericho.-Mrs Spafford gives the reader to under-
stand that there was cholcra in Jerusalem for she and her
‘prosperous hcousehcld were mercifully delivered from the
pestilence'. But as the Department 1s aware therc was no
case cf cholera in Jerusalem ncor in the vicinity within the
distance,to be exact,of 22,23,40,and 25 miles on the east,
seuth,nerth,and west respectively. There was no cholera i1
Jericho when Petersen left that place.As soon as cholera
appeared 1n Jericho a s{;ct cordon was e@stablished so that
nc cne could get through.The driver stated that a few miles
vefore reaci.lng Jerusalem Peterscn was taken sick and asked
to be ‘“taken at once te his wife and family". Soon after
he died.

Accordine to Peterson’s dying request the driver went
as quickly as possible to the Sfafford house,but was re-
fused admittance and roughly ordered to go away at once.

He was not allowed to deliver to the wife her dcad husband’s
message. He went tc a neighbor whom he khew and tocgether tlgy
decided te geo te the Ccnsul.They came between 5 and 6 o
clock i1n the morning of December I,I902,and asked what was




to be done.l said that as the man was a member of the Spaf-

foRA1hRe PO RYOL Y £ ENS OGN THF L PR IR CR3) POERrAQaNES that
house but weré driven away by force.They came a sccond time
to my hotel,this time accompanied by oene or more of the
community. I did not see them for I was not dressedj;but
their demand was that I "must take the Lody and bury it'.

I sent out a note as follows:-"The Spaffordites have their
own places of burial and the wife, family,an? friends of Mr
reterson,reported dead,are the proper pcrsons to look after
his burial'.(They have seven defferent places of burial
about Jersalem) .y Baldwin one of the community,then wrote
me a very impudent letter,making impossible demands and
stating among other things that “Petersen was not a member
of their cclony".I replied in a second note as follows:-

" I have nothing to add to my first note".Both these notes
were signed and dated,December I,I902.

In all this affair the wife and adult children did not
appear,nor were their names mentioned nor their wishes i n-
dicated to me in any way. What they wanted,as the son told
me later,was tc receive the bedy of their husband and fae
ther and to see that 1t was buried 1n a proper manner.

Mrs Spafford’s *"tussle with oeur ceconsul* endcd here,

She had learned that law and custom could not be vio-
lated,and must have realized,if she did not the pecople of
Jerusalem did,that she was trecating the family of the d e-
ceased 1it a cruel minner.

The Spaffordites asked the authcrities for a medical
officer who reported that Peterson’s death had nothing to
do with cholera,-thus disproving Mrs Spafford’s asscrtion
on page 2 of her letter.The medical paper was taken to the
Spafford house about 9 or I0 o’clock;the Interpreter of the
Consulate saw the messenger on his way to deliver the repont
and read the same.

On page ¢ Mrs Spafford makes a statement which is a
confessicn of the shameful character of their entire con -
duct 1n the matter:-"The Lerd deliveredus,and at 5.P.M. we
buried the poor man having been in the carriage all these
heurs in the hot sun'.

After the nan died the driver did not come first to
the ccnsul as Mrs Spafford asserts,page 2,hut accor:ing to
the dead man’s last request he drove as fast as pcssible to
the Spafford house. The Spafford house is outside the walls
a little off the road as one comes from Jericho,and the
natural thing to deo was to stop at the man’s own house first
which was done.The driver did not come to my hotel till
after 5 o’clock,but Mrs Spafford says that he was at her
hcuse at 3 o’eclock that merning.The medicab examinaticn was
about 9 o’clock.It 1s the custom here to bury socon after
death takes place and a coffin can be ma e ready 1in one
hour .Mrs Spafford says they buried the body at 5 o’elock
P.MMWhy did they wait ti1ll 5 o’cleck in the 1ftern00néT e
body lay in a wagon,in the street,from early morning till
afterneon *in the hot sun',=-1111 5 o’eleock Mrs Spafferd de,

clares.The ecmments of the peoplc of Jerusalew werc luiy




and severe upon this treatment by the Spaffordites of one
of their members,-these ‘"holy people,so happy and so lov-
ing" . >

. In that corrmunity thefe have been 35 or more deaths and
the percentage of mortality is exceptionally large;but in
these cases why have they not asked the Consul to interferef
Why should the Consul be asked to interfere in the case cf
Peterson alone?Had I interfered withcut any request from

the family, the Spafferdites would have heen ready to de =
nounce me and even to threaten me with vengeance for my ac-
ticn. 4

Ignoring the dying refjuest of Peterson; declaring 1in
writing that he was not a member of theilr communlty;igno-
ring his perfectly legal right to his home where his wife,
children and property were;tryin; to keep the body from the
wife and children and to force the Consul tc take 1t and
pury it,-contrary to their universal custom;declaring false-
ly,in writing, that he died of cholera;keeping the body ly-
1ngfa wagon 1n the street in the hot sun from early morne
ing t111 sometime in the afternoon;these facts need expla-
nation.The Teason is disclosed in the tone and character of
Mrs Spafford’s letter;-it was a malicious plot cn the part
of the 3paffordites tc involve the consul i1n difficulty if
possible.Two years ago when the love scrape and shoctlng af-
fair occurred i1n that hcuse cn a certain Sunday,they tried
the same plan of making the ecnsul responsible for the whole

o
business,whereas the cconsul had no mere to do with,than
Emperor William had.

1 have referred to a statemcnt made te me by Mr Peter-
son’s son a young man then 2I years old.This person,Arthur
E.Petersen,is now in America residing at Stamford,Conn.He
has a good placc and 1s trying to make a man of himself,-
“thankful that he 1s free from thc slavery of the Spafford
community in Jerusalem" .After his father died his unele in
Califernia sent him money to go to America.After his father
died he mide this written statement before witnesses;-"The
Spafford people have driven me ocut of the hcuse for which
they assign ne reasen'.3igned Arthur E.Peterson.

I wonder that Mrs Spafford allows herself to speak so
strengly as she does of the neglect and indifference of the
Turkish officials and the Mo3lims here who,the 3paffordites
clalm,are their ‘*best friends"; even deeclaring that * a
Turkish official teok a bribe',-onc of her 'dear fricnd¥3ee
page < near thc bottom.

.1W1°c in her }etter Mrs Spafferd speaks of "brother Jaccb'.
Brether Jaceb,a Turkish subject,1s a dJew as bLankrupt in
hener and econscience as he always has been 1n meney. His
"business'in America 1s trying to overcome the law and sc-
cure certaln money that belengs to twe Whiting children for
the Spaffeord community.The money and property of everj mem-




per must be put into the common fund and the owners of it
never see it again.This Whiting moncy will go into the funds
of the community and soon disappear and the Whiting chilpe-
dren will ve left penniless. The friends of the children &:FL
that such a calamity may be prevented. To defraud these
children in the service cf the Community is the "business®
of ‘“brother Jaccb" now in America.

' dﬂaﬁ V%MJ
j«frl?- /203. M S Gorndal
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s United States Consulate
consL AL BUREALL] Jerusalem,Syria,August 5,1903.

| DEPARTY (1o 18

Selah Merrill,Consul,
To
Hon.Hersert H.D.Feirce

Assistant Secretary of 3tate
Washington

Subject Q§

Information respecting Ephraim Cehen who for many
years has sought to be recognized as an American
citizen




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria,August 5,1903.

Hon .Hervert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Ephraim Cohen resident of this city was this
day gziven the usual certificate of identification for the
Custom House,N.Y.,as he 1s starting for America expecting
tc obtain from the Govermment citizen papers and passport.
The attention of the Department 1s called to Despatch No.
35,November I4,1900,and to the Department’s reply Noc.46,
June 17,1901.3aid Ephraim has never been able to prove his
right to American citizenship and has never becn recognlized
by this Consulate as such.

This man has never lived in America and has,so far as
knewin,no intenticn ef living 1n America.

The plan will be this:-to withold the facts recorded
in the despatches referred to,get Jews in New York to tes-
tify toe this that and the other,and thus by false statements
or by withelding the truth,obtain the papers which for
many years he has been anxicus to secure.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

R

.a.Ccnsul.
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United States Consulate ;Sffgﬁéfffﬂfl
Jerusalem,3yria,August 6,1903.

L

Selah Merrill,Consul,
To

Hon .Hervert H.D.Peirce
Assistant 3ecretary cf State
Washingten

»

Subject

Documents,papers,accounts,and vouchers in final
settlement of Estate of Mary E.Rea,decceased Dec.
9,1902,as asked for by S.A.Murdock the legal
representative of the same.




United States Censulate
Jerusalem,3yria,August 46,1903

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

In despatch No.6I,January 9 th 1903,I reported
the death of Mrs Mary E.Rea.Herewith are inclosed detalled
reports,accounts,and papers of final settlement of her es-
tate.This settlement was dyed for by Mr.3.A.Murdock of
Havana,lllidois,Attorney,the legal representative of the
heirs,-in a letter dated June 27,1903.

Charles E.Smith and Jennie C.Smith,Americds residing
here and neighbers of Mrs Rea,were appciated to make an
inventory of her goods and property and adist in the set-
tlement of the estate. :

I.Goods sold,Inclosure No.l.
2.Geod sent to heirés before final settlement,

. Inclosure ve.2.

3 .Money foung and leans,Inclosure No.S

4.Funcral and other expenses and (Government tax,
Inclosure No.4.

5.Copy Death Certifiate,Inclosure NO .3,

6.Copy Doctor’s Bill,Inclcsure No.6.

7 .Summary ef account,3elah Merrill,

Consul,with estate of Mary E.Rea,Inclosure Ne.7.

8.3ummapfly of account,3elah Merrill,Consul,with

U.3.Government in estate Mary E.Rea,Inclosure No.8.

Copies of the above except the last have been for-
warded te S.A.Murdock Eé&lre,legal representative of the
heirs of Mrs Rea,at Havana,l11inois; Ciewt erfeis Ctlao im On-
Reerd<BoeRa .

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

N eat Mornitts
U.3.Consul. 8t

Form 192 inclosed




(Form No. 192.)

Consulax @Sexvice, W. &. A,

ﬂ-urvLC.

Name: M £ ﬂsu

Native or naturalized: o i

Date of death: rw 7 lﬂ i3
Place of death:. % JW =
Cause of death:__ .
Disposition of remains..

Local law as to disinterring remains in case it is desired to bring them home :

Disposition of effects :

%24{ o e 9047‘4-«#1)&0 /0, a@f«wé/ﬂ&

A deba o, 61
Address of family: g: %‘“\l’f 8‘4 }’4‘ 7 /f03 MM
Family notified: @ Passmd wrad RGP o K famd, ,‘LA.

Accompanied by relatives: __Ja.

This information, inventory, accounts, etc., recorded in Miscellaneous Record
Book, pages_ é’,’!“w’r /ed% 05‘5’1’1‘(

Remarks : The Regulations require the Censulate to keep a Regis=
ter of citizens,but no one is obliged to register.Conse-
quently a good many live here for years al 1l we know nothing
about them.Mrs Fea had no papers,was not registerd,and we hasl
great difficulty in finding out anything about her.We 'ound
some reference to . a Methedist Church in 3c.Bend,Ind.,and
wrote to the Pastor making inquiries .We alsc wrote to a
friend as stated above,whose address we supposed we had
_found.If we could require registratien of American citlzens
residing here 1t would save a great deal of extra labor .

of the United States.




CONSULAR SERVICE, U. S. A,

Repor of the Death of n Anerian iionn.

Goods beleonging to Mrs Mary E.Rea who died December 9,
1902 .These objects were found ia her room after her death
and disposed of as follows:-

The bedding and all that pertained to thec same ware
purned by erder of the physician.Mrs Rea did not die of any
infectious disease,but af it was during the cholera scare
this was done as a precaution.-

Bedstead and wire mattress

Small Mirrer

Curtains ;

Small Lamp and Fetroleum

Small Gas Stove

Slop Pail

Flat Iren and Tin Tubd

Rocking Chair and Irening Board

Wash Board and Clcthes Fins

Charccal,Foot Rug,Small Basket,0ld Breon,
Straw Mat,Wash Pan,Little 3ugar,Little
Flour,0ld Bucket,A Few Bowls,Four Tumblers,
A Little Weod,Tin Boxes,Stew Fans,Strainmer,
Tin Dishes,-the lot

0ld Rottles,Rubbish,Truck,-the lot

Table with Two Dsawess '

Plain Table

Wosn Table Spsead

Hand Sewing Machine,badly bwoken

4 A
)72 a1 © i
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CONTENTS of a trunk marked 3.A.Murdock,Havana,lllineis,on
top and Mrs M.E.Rea on end. Sent Mareh 17 per Stecamer
Maria Theresa tc New York.

Contenfits of said trunk belonged to Mrs M.E.Rea,de -
ceased in Jerusalem Dec.9,1902,and are sent to her friends.
They ecnsist of wern arteles of elcthing and a few personal
souvenirs or reepsakes. These articles,notions,handker=
chiefs,2 gold chains,gold wateh,silver wateh,pins,a few
small objects of jewelry,&c.,were not apprised:eThe arti-
cles of worn clothing are ennumerated as follows:e=e
2 Pillow Shamse = = = =« = = § 2,00
9 Chemises e e ee=a== 3.00
6 ApTCNS & = = = o = = 1.25
8 Pillow Cases . & 80
6 Under Shirts 2.00
9 Skirts - = = - = 9,00
3 Night Gowns - - = = 2.00
I Muslin Curtain - e == 50
9 Drawers = =~ - - 3,00
1 Bed Quilt = - 2.00
I Maltese Shawl 4.00
1 Cashmere Shawl - = 5,00
1 Sheet - = == - - = 30
6 Towels « - = = - 50
I Table Cloth « « = - = 1.00
2 Under Drawers = = = = == ' 50
2 Under Vests -~ e e o> 25
I Curptin = « = = - = = 2,00
I Pair-leves « - = .- o 25
S Dress Shirts e« = = = - - I.00
S5 Blouses = - = - = - 1.00
2 Cotton Dresses = = « = =« = I1.50
I Dress WaisSt = = = = = = == 15
I Bed Curtain - e ® = == = I0
I Black Dress = =« =« = = = 1.50
I1 Grey DressS = = « = = =« = = 1,50
I Rlue 3kirt - = - = e = 1.50
I Grey DresSs = = = = = = = = 2,50
I Skirt & Waist silk « = = -« 1.00
I Grey Cape with fur - - -- 2.00
I Curtain - - & e 50
I Handjy Pag = = = = = = = = 50,

-$-52.30- Jotl $ 52.I0

The AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY,New York,was asked by lectter
to meet the Maria Theresa on her landing in New York,claim
this Trunk frem the Purser or Baggage Master,and forward
the same to S.A.Murdock,Hamana,Illinois. The charges tc go
ferward to be paid by Mr iMurdoek on arrival,-he belng the
Attorney and legal representativee of Mrs Rea’s heirg.

' ’éfiéf;¢éé;/ L;fﬁﬁ;zu%égé




Estate of Mrs M.E.Rea.

Money loaned at interest teo the Greek Convent:-

One note falling due April 25,and the

other falling due May 25,1903,for

2650,and 4240 respectively,ia francs,
amounting te franes 6890 .-

™M

Cash found in Turkish,Ameriecan,French
and Canadian money making in dollars $ 90.00




Expenses Mrs M.E.Rea's Estate:-
Kroiter services last day and night
Carriage and assitants night decease
Grave dug at night,Coffin made by
night,Perters,Carriages
Doctor,materials,fumigation and
assistants two days and burning goods
Repakring room for landlord
Man te pack,repe,and ship trunk
Doctor’s bill s
Cutting and placing stone at grave,

feet by feet,laid in cement

Polishing and cutting letters on same 10.00
Carriages scveral times,Men employed
selling goods,Potters delivering goods 4.00 § 66.00

Govt tax oa goods sent before settle-

ment amt’g te $52.I0 at 2 & one half

percent 1.30

Gevt tax on balance,namely,goods sold

and cash feund $34 and § 90 respective-

ly at 5 per cent 6.20

Govt tax on money loaned,namely, 6890

francs at 2 and ene half per cent 33.25 $ 40.75




Mary E.Rea.

Death certiciate. COPY.

English Mission Hospital,dorusaleu.lo December 1902. No.26.
This 1s to certify that I was called in to see Mrs
M.E.Rea. 3he was dead an hour before 1 saw her. I believe
the immediate cause of death was from syncope. Mrs Rea,l am
told,has been suffering for somec time frem Chronic Dyspepsia
and Dysentery. 3he had an acute attack of gastritis on
Monday moraing,and died at 3 P.M.Tuesday afternoon. 3he
had no medical attanedant.

((signed) Percy D'Erf Wheeler
“.D..F.R.ClS'




Mary E.Rea.
Copy of Dr.'s Bill.
Jerusalem,January 15,1903.
To U.S.Consulate.
For two inspections medically ef the remalns of
Mrs Mary E.Rea,and death cirtificate for the same
one pouind.
(signed) Percey D'Erf Wheeler,M.D.,F .R.C.3.

Received the above, .
PW.5.1.1903.

()j o éfa% L»élo/pvi
I
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Selah Mcrgill,Consul,in account with estate of Mary E.
Rea,deceaspd.idrJerusalem.
Debtor
Goods forwarded to 3.A.Murdock 52.10
;cods sold 34 .00
Cash 90 .00
Loans 6890 franes.

Total 6890 francs 176.10 §°

Credit
Goeds forwarded 52.10
Funeral expenses 66 .00 .
Gevt tax ?7.50
Draft on ..Y. in dollars 50 .50
praft ,Paris,in franes 6717 .75
evt tax 172 .25

francs 6890 .00 $ 176.10

Balanced




C
_?

gelah Merrill,Censul,in account with the U.S.Govermment
in settlement of estate of Mary E.Rea deceased in Jerusalem.

Debtoer
To amt taxes on sundry preperties of said Mary E.Rea
as per accounts rendercd August 6,1903. $ 40.75

serssesessenscassass
o™

Criedit

To be deducted from quarterly salary
third quarter Sept.30,1903 : $ 40.75

Items:-
52.10 goeds sent before settlement at
2 and cne half p.c. $ 1.30
34 Gocds scld at 5 p.c. 1.70
Cash at 5 p.cC. - 4.50
6890 francs loaned at 2 and one hlf p.c.
172.25 franes at 5.18 ... 33 .25

$ 40.75
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,August7,1903.

Selah Merrill, Consul,
To

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Aaaistant 3ecretary of State

Subject

Turkish post effice in Jerusalem.Petition of chief
of Turkish pcst. Conersatica with English Consul.




United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,August 7,1903.

Hon.Hersert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

Referring to my despateh No.63 January 28,
1903 relative to the Amcrican mail and the Turkish post
office ,the American citizens here wish me to express
their gratitude to the Department that said despatch has
received favorable attention and that the American mail now
comes threugh the Austrian post office.

Since the change began to cperate the chiet of the
post office here accompanied by the secratary of the Gove
ernor has called upon me twice arging me to ask the U.S.
Gevernment to have the mail sent by Turkish poste I re -
plied:-"Have you made similar requests of the Russian,Ger=
man,French,or Austrian Consulas ,for each of those coun=-
tries has an office here;or have you donc so to the English
Consul since the English mail always ccmes through the
Austrian office?".*If you have done so,I shall have some
ground for a strong letter in your faver to my Government'.
The chief of the pest office did not know what to say.

This week my English colleague asked me about the
Turkish post office,saying,-"The Gevernor called upon me
and urged mc to ask my Goverament to enp{& the Turkish post
office*tI immediately cpend my desk and took fromfan of -
ficial envelecpe which had come from Censtantinople by the
Turkish post and showed it to the Governor.The envelope had
been opened,the stamps were gone,the envelope was crushed
and soiled,and the despatch had been twenty days or more
on its way from Censtantinople. This came by your post
office.-The Gevernor blushed,and the conversation ended" .-

I inclese a petition which was put 1nto my hands by
the chief of the post office with the request that I send
it to Wishingten.

I make no comment upon it except the conversatlon as
reported above of my English cclleague.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

2 S 2,
g;\f ?(‘ Ca e (/41/\.(-[('1
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,August 8,1903.

Selah Merrill,Consul,
To

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce

Assistant Secretary cf 3tatc
Washnigton.

Subject.

Forwarding Notice from Registry of Decds through

the Governor tc Mirima Rachel of expiratiof of
mertgage.




United States Censulate
Jerusalem,3yria,August 8,1905.

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant 3ecretary of 3State
Washington,D.C.

- N

air.

We have been asked officially by the Gover-
nor of Jerusalem to act in the following matter.Certain
property ;g_thls city oewned by an American citizen resile
ding in NewyN.¥.,1s merigaged to a Turkish subject residing

_ in Jerusalem.The merigage expired two years since.The
party in New York has: L een communicated with twice threugh
this Consulate,but withcut result. The person hclding the
mortgage demands that the property be sold.

Herewith is forwarded a Netice from the Registry of
Deeds in Jerusalem,received through the Governer,translated
into English by Mr Gelat the Interpreter of this Consulate,
and pfperly certified,-this document the American citizen
ijs to retain. Inclosed also 1s the sare document in Arabic
and the American citizen namcd is to sign the same at the
plice maked with the date pelow the nane.This 1s to be
returned to this effice for proper action.

The name cf the perscn hclding the mortgage is Basha,
daughter of Samuel Ashirom.

The name of the American citizen is Miriam Rachel daugh
ter of Wolf.She is the wife of M.Grossman whose address 1s
care of Mr.Renjamin,394-396 Grand Street,New York,N.Y,.

The person 1n question must sign herself,-Miriam
Rachel,dauchter of Wolf.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

S~ SR
U.S.Ccnsul

Inclesure i=Dee.in Arablc as deseribed




United 3tates Co
Jerusalem,3yria,

delah Merrill,Consul,
Te

Hon Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State

Washington

subject

Reply to despatch No.67,August 28,1903, relative to

postal facilities in Jerusalem.




United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem, Jyria,deptember 24,1905 .

Hon .Herbert i .D .Peirce
Assistant Secretary of Ztate
Washington,D .C.

Sir.

In reply to Despatch No.67,August 28,1908,
relative to Post Office facilities in Jerusalem,l would say
that we have here an AustrianyRussian,“rench,and German
post office.The Austrian has been established marny years.
For scme years we have been greatly annoyed because the
American mail was sent tlrough the Turkish pest cffice.The
losses were many tc say nothing of other mitters.jrong rcp-
resentations have been ade scveral times te Washington,and
it 1s only during the preseit. summer that the American mail
has been sent by the Austrian post office,greatly to the
satisfacticn et the Ameriean residents here and of the many
others: whe receive letters from America.

The Austrian post master informs me that packages are
made up 1 New York marked Jaffa or Jerus:ilem,sent to Lon-
don,and sent thence direct to Jerusilem.The English mall
1s sent direct to Jerusalem,likewlse by the Austrian post.
Of the smaller countries 3pain sends via Marseilles,Brindis,
Jerusalem. $w1tzerland,Rr1ndlsl,derustlcm.ltm]y,ﬁrlndlsl,

J rusalem.All by the Austrian pcst office.

The scecond question as to what pest of fices fereign
residents herc use:-No foreign resident seads his letters
threugh the Turkish pest- office unless he 1s obliged to do
so.Americans and Furepeans 1n general naturally do not
emply the Russian for cut going letters.The Austrian care
ries the bulk of the out going mald sent by foreigners, the
Germanthe next,and then ccmes the French.-The Turkish post
cffice is not employed LeoauseAis,ccnsid:red safe.1t does
not ornmAlyi-r§§gcot. 1t deserves nc respect.Example:-When
the Germanﬁ$§s here in 1898,nearly cne hundred Turkish of-
ficers were quartered at the t»rand New Hotel where I live,
and they always charged the hetel messencers to put thoir
letters inte the Austrian post office,and under nc condi-
tien te put them infe the Turkish office.This went on dally
under my own sight and within my owa hearing.

I remain respectfully

Your obedient servant

oheat MR

U.3.Consul.




COMSULAR BUREAU.
PLEASE REPORT.

o, i United States Consulate
ﬁ“@g Jerusalem,Syria,November 16,1903,

A\ o
. q’/. o

o

Selah Merrill,Consul,

To CHIEF CLERK,
Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce DEC"16 1903

Assistant Secretaqr Qipabbroh® of Stte.
WashItgtom

Subgject

Acknowledging despateh No. 68 and Lydia Finkel=
stein Mountford's proposed visit toc Jerusalem
in connection with the St Louis Worldl}s Fair.




United 3tates Consulate
Jeruslem,Syria,November 1€,1903.

Hen .Herwert H.D.Feirce
Assistant Recretary of 3State
Washington,D.C.

o

8sir.

In acknowledging your dcspateh Ne.68,0ctober
16,1903,containiig cepy of Department’s letter to Mrs Mecunt
ford,I wish to say that she or anyene making proper requests
of this Censulate will be received and treated with ccurte-
sy.Ne cne can say that the contrary was ever true.

In this connectien my despatch Ne.64,rebruary 16,1905,
with its 1aclosure,ouzht to be read,alse =y despatch No.87,
May <2,1906,which was in reply te Departmcnﬁg despatch Ne.
65,April 22,1903,which containecd copy of Mrs Mountford’s
ccmplaints against me.In the face of her letter to the De-
partment of April 9,I1903,her request as stited 1n your des-
patch.Ne.68,1s very strange. The Departiment may rest as -
sured that her letter was prompted by semc ultericr motive
which she did not diselese.

It Mrs Lydia Finkelsteim Meuntford appcars in this Com
sulate as "the representative of the St Louils World’s Fairt,
she will be asked fer her authoritiy.If she makes extrava-
gant demands upon us and becomes belsterous,rudc,and
threatening 1f her demands errccmplled with,=-as she did
with the English Censul the last time she was in Jerusalem,-
which led that mild mancred ~entleman to rcmark when she
had left tewn,-*ThankGed she 1s ocut of this ccuntry,I hcpe
never te¢ return',-then eur course will bhe plain.

Durinr the past eizhteen menths as many as a dezen
persons have appeared liere claimin te 'represent the Worlds
Fair*,-as "special commisslconers",'ecmmlsslieners','repre-
sentatives",&C.,and I have teen led to wonder why the Mana-
gers sheould delegate authority to so many " different people.
Some clailmed to represent the World's Fair,and others " The
Jerusalem Exhibit* whichh I have been informed 1s 2 private
matter aid which,unless manazed preperly,will prove a farce,

Mrs Lydila Finkelstein rountford was a Russian Jewess
and wmihe is ncw,by her letter of April 9 aweve refcrred to,

an English subject. 3 oculd she appear here with an
American passpert,Il should sce that 1t was taken and re -
turned tc Washington.
I remain respectfully
Your chedient servant

A tal J(M

U.3.Censul,

(ce)




I will modify the last paragraph as the emergency
supposed may not arise. This woman had,early in the 8ies,
an American passport.This 1 should have no right to @ake.
But 1f she ccmes here and demands favors "as an Amer;ean
citizen* I should have a right to show her that she is ao
English subject. With her letter in the Department's
hands stating that she is an English subject there 1s no
danger that she will appe 'r herc with a new American passe
porte=0n neveiig cccasions I have taken passports from
those holdinaﬁyhcn I knew that these had been onLtained by

frsad .
delah Merrill. ,417 ¢2 :
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No.75. United States Consulate PR
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To | Leoartment o

Selah Merrill,Consul,

Q""’ |

——

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject

Acknowledging Department’s Despatch No.69,0ct.30,1903
relative to Mrs Mountford.




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria,December 2,I1905.

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistatnt Secretary of Ztate
Washington,D.C.

Y
Sir.

Your Despateh No0.69,0c¢t.30,19056,is at hand with
additional notes respecting Mrs FinkelsteiAn Mountford,and
your instructions will be complled with. As this woman has
declared herself to be an English suuject the proper ecourse
for her,in case she needs protection or assistance,is to
address herself tc her ovn Consul.

Since sending my No.74,Nov.16,a shipping Commissioner
here has shown me a letter just received from Alex.Konta wic
signs himself'President® ( I suppose of the Jerusalem Ex-
hibit Company which it 1s uiderstood here is a private af-
fair),stating that he was to be here with Mrs Mountford. As
Mrs Mountford is in his employ there need be no occasion
for her having any business connection with th:s Consulate,
muel less personal relationssinee she is a British subject.

I wish to repeat what I have said in substance pre-
vicusly, that my acquaintance with this woman was of the
slightest kind and occurred twenty or more years ago.As
a Russian Jewess she went tc America,became naturalized,
and returned to Jerusalem. She sent in advance a letter to
this Consulate demanding that we send the Consular ka-
wasses to meet her somec miles out and escort her to the gity.
This as an honor sometimes paid to very dlstinguilshedfﬁﬁ5
arrive here;-the cases are really exceptiocnal .Her demand
was not ccmplied with. She was in a terrible rage and from
that momeZnt she became my bitter encmy and for twenty
years has shown her vindictiveness in many ways.This 1s
the real secret cf ler enmity towaris me,a fact too foclish
to be called up but one of which,under the eircumstances,

I wish the Department to take note yfor I was acting in
the line of my Consular duty.

While I have been i1n charge of this Office noﬁ;ng ine
censistent with the rules of ccurtesy to all parties,or with
the duties of this Ccnsulate,has ever been allowed to oceur,
and the Department may rest assured that nothing of the kind
will ever be allowed to occur.

I remaph respectfully
Your obedient servant

U.8.Consul. ;
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United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria ,December 9.1223;V

3elah Merrill,Consul,
To
Hon.Herbert H.D Peirec

Assistant Secretary of 3tate
Washington

v &}rﬁ//g/u

Death of a Jew supposed to be a natural;
citizen named Schaftel Jacob.lnstruct asked for.

IY’ \
)

Subject




United Btates Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria,Decenber 9,1903.

Hon.Herbvert H.D.Peirce
Assistant 3ecretary of State .
Washington,D.C.

t
A Jew named séhé}el Jacob died recently in
this city under,as nearly as I can learn,the following
circumstances:-He was sick,went to a hospital,was delerious
and after some days died and wac 'uried.His death was
mentioned to us scme five or six weeks latter.It was
thought that he was an American citizen.How his name was
learned I do not know. We learncd that the passport of
this Schaftel Jacch was retained at the custom house in
Jaffa. This we recovered after considerable delay. The
Burial Cormitteeof a certain Jewish society had buried the
body. The physician of the hospital where he died reports,
according to our r:quest,that Schaftel Jacob died on the
25 th of Septembe¥ ,1903.His disease,the doctor reports,was
*pernicious fever',-a bad form of malarial fever is thus
termed here in Jerusalem. It was on a feast when this dJacob
died when the Jews do ncot carry money .He had no meoney on
his person.Likewise no purse. His clcthing was poor and
dirty.Nothing has come 1nto the possession of the Consulate
except &% a broken trunk contalning sopme dirty clothing
and a few clean shigts. On his arrival here he had deposil=-
ted a sum cf money in a certain Jewlish bank .
His passpert is No.69204. April <0,I908.31ign.d John
Hay .Age of 3chaftel Jaccb 65 years.The passport was visaed
by the Turkish Consul in Chicago,July 2,1903.
There waftr:ldtlve,frlend,or acqualntance with ham.
No one kinows anything about him. One of our Amcrican rabbls
advises that ap lication be made toThe bPresident of
the 3ynagcgue called Beth Ha-Medras Ha=-(zadol,No .47,
vworfolk 3treet,New York,tc see 1f they can give any infor=-
maticn cereerning this man.l should like to be 1nstructed
as tc my duty either by his friends 1f any can be f_und,or
by the Department.Form No.IQ< cannct be sent with his
despateh for the reason that so 1i1ttle 1s koown of the
person.
I remaln respectfully
Your obedient servant. 3

(TL;%‘{:2a4 ¢ /?étn{,ziﬂ
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NO.77. United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,Fetruary I1,1904.

CHIEF CLERK,
MAR 2 1904
Department of State.

To

Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce \LM
Assistant Secretary of State W
Washington. C
W/

4 A

Subject:-
Leave of absence granted Vice Consul Herbert E.Clarke.




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria,February I,1904.

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

1 hereby inform the Department that Vice
Consul Herbert E.Clarke has sred for leave of absence for
two months 1n order to attend to some necessary business 1n
Furope and America.This leave has accordingly been zranted.
Mr Clarke left ofi Saturday January 30 th and expects to be
agaln 1in Jerusalem on the 5 th of Zpril ne:t.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

<:1)C‘10/{z v{{emmgl,(‘l

e N i S
U.s.Consul.
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United ,States Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria, April 21,1904.

S8elah Merrill,Consul,
To
Hon.Herbert H.D.Peirce

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

WV v
y LL 'y
r\(" % '}

W o b
¢

2ubject.

Vice Consul’sleave e tended.April 20 to May 20,1904,




United States Consulate

NOo .78 .
Jerusalem,Syria,April 21,1904.

Hon .Herbert H.D.Peirce
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

keterring to wy despatch NO +77,1'eb .1,1904,and to your
reply,jo .71 March 4,1904, 1 would add that Mr Clark returned on
April jand went away again cn April 20 th to accompany the Clark
Tourist 2teamer back to Europe. He expects to return again to
Jerusalgm on or about May 20. His leave was extended accordingly.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

70“(%\%%

U.3.Consul.
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United states Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria,April 22,1904.

Selah Merrill,Consul, \/,///

Te

Hon.Francis R.Loomls .
Assistant "Secretary of State

Washington.

Subject

Reply tc despateh NO 72,Marcw;{<31904,contéining come
plaint of Mrs M.Ryerscn agaln

re Custom House 1in Jaffa.

¢ Consul H.E.Clark
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria, April 22,1904,

Hon Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
WaShingtOﬂ,D oCe

In reply to the Department’s No.72,March 15,1904,
I would say:-

I knew there was some trouble between Mrs M.Ryecrscn and
Ve Consul Clark,which,from the beginning till now,has seemned to
me only a misunderstanding.Mrs Ryerson advised privately with me
about the matter but she was firm in refusing to follow my ade-
vice .At last she presented her case officially and paid the *ec.
Mr Clark could not attend to thc matter at once and after a
while Mrs Ryerson called at the office and asked for her papers,
and her money(fee) was also returned to her.The next step was
your letter cof March I5.The above sufficiently explains our re-
spensibility and our jurisdiction.

Mr Clark being allowed to do business,ls like any other
citizen,and this Consulate does not interfere in his affairs.

Mrs Ryerson’s goods were brouzht from America freec of charg
as a favor to herself and her friends in America.Carrier respone
s1bllity does not exist and I believe Mrs Ryerson does not claim

Mrs Ryerson claims that injustice was done her at the Cus-
tom House in Jaffa.She strongly blames Mr Clark for not attendirg
to her boves in person. He had 400 passengers and all their per-
sonal Juggage tc look after and it was net in the limits of,
humﬁ@ pessibility for him to look after boxes of freight.-Could
he have dene so the result would have bheen the same .-

The steamer was chartered NOT to bring freight.The Custom
House offieers findino anything like frieght considered it
‘smuegling® .-The freight has to suffer the consequences,in the
persons of 1ts cwners.

Mr Clark says in letter to this office of Apr.I8,-"the ship
was chartered in ballst and was to carry no earzo,to save pert
duties®...*The Custom authorities claimed that as the ship had
no manifest and the goods no bill of lading,daouble duty must be
pald* .tThis was accordingly done"..*0On all this class of gceds
I paid 430 francs .Mrs Ryerson should lave paid IS0 franes. * I
accepted,hcwever,I20 franes' .--Mrs Ryerson 1s really still in
devt to lr Clark. o~

Mrs Ryerson 1s a zood womaqf;t heart but very obstinate.
The way her friends get,tc do anything- is to urge her not to do
1t 43lie 1s respected here by those who know her.Her hasty remarks
about Mr Gelat and myself I am sure she 1s sorry for. Certainly
she has no zround for making them feor we have helped .er 1n many
ways and shall ccntinue to dec so. L

I remain respectfully
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United- States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,April 27,1904.

Selah Merrill,Consul,
Te

Hon.Francis B.Loomlé
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject

Inquiry 1f 1t 1s PrOpér fer Ve Consul Ciark’s name
to be used as Vice Consul 1n his buslness.




United 2tates Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria,April 27,1904,

Hon.Francis B.Loomls
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Allow me to ask the cpinion and,1f thoutht best,
the instruetions of the Department in the following matter:-

Mr Herbert E.Clark our Vc Consul works 1n connection with
his brother Frank C.Clark,Tourist agent at III Breoadway ,New York.
In all advertisments ccimnected with thear pusiness 1in this part
of the world Mr Herbert Clark's name 1s extensively used. It is
a drawing card in thear Lusiness.Occasicnally this matter has
been noticed and codplaint made .We have nc sericus written com-
plaint which can be forwarded and I trust we shall not have.

If the Department 1s indifferent to this matter I should like to
ve assured of the fact.If it is not a proper thing to de and the
pepartment will instruct mc definitely how to act,I will commue
nicate the instructions to Mr Clark.It Qhﬁbnro hd of eomplalint
1s to be removed entirely Wr Clark’s name,must pepmentioned 1n
any way 1n eon.ection with hls business. _

In the printed list ot passengers by the Groékr Kurfuerst
which has just left for Egypt,the nctice in large letters con
the first page 1s as fcllows:-'Manager 1n the Orient,Mr Herbert
» E,Clark,United States Consul for Falestine,whec accompanies the
Cruise from New York".-This or qﬂjactlcally this,occurgs three
times on three different pages.

I rcemain respectfully
Your obedient servant
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United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria,May <,1904.

Viragratto 174,
ALUN AN

1F1)

S04

Selah Merrall,Consul,
JUN

Miraayg i Py e
- LT'.0)¢
To ¢

R

Hon.Franecis B.Loomls‘
Assistant Secretary of 3tate
Washington

Four matters for the zood of the Consular Service:-
I.Dlscorf;l.nue Menthly Cons.Reperts to H.GMitchgell,
2.A1ledged *incomplete returns' from Jaffa.
3.Jaffa and not Yaffa.

4.Pac:a.gcs to be sent direct from Washington.

.




United 3tates Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria,May 2,1904.

Hon.Francis B.Loomls
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C. &

Allow mc to lay before the Department four matters
for the gocd of the Consular Service,as fcllows:=
The Monthly Consular Reports sent to H.G.Mitchell 1n this
city should be discontinued as Mr Mitchell is not to return and
_the Monthly Report is no longer needed .

Vi (2) .In the Diplomatic and Consular Lists published at in-

tervals,the feces at the different U.3.Consulates are given.Jaffa
, 1n this distriet is always accompanled by a mark and the foot
\ note always says*incomplete T turns® .This has been the case for
) many years.We take the utmest pains to have the returns from the
)Jaffa apency ccrrect,and 1f they arc not correct the Consul at

Jerusalem is to blame.RBut in our accounts the Department has

| never complained of the returns from Jaffa as being incorrect or
incomplete.3ti11 the Departiment continues to print them as

A "incomplete" .

(3) »«The name Jaffa 1s Hebrew,the same as Jerusalem.Poth
names begin with the same 1nitlal letter.But 1n the Department
records Jerusalem 1s always spelled with a J and Jaffa with a
Y.-Ticket azents,steamer companies,merchants for all merchane-
dise,travellers,&c.,always use the name Jaffa,-beginning with
ade. :

(4) .-The Monthly Consular Reports we have not receeived

~since last August and we supposed they had been discont.inued.
ecently a lot were received from 2eirut.Jerusalem gs just as
accessible from Washiggton as Beirut 1s.It costs us much 1ne
convenience to have coods for this office sent via Beirut. It
also makes additional expense.l am surc that no one 1 Washingta
would send a package to Philadelphia 1n order to have 1t reach
Raltimore,-1in the quickest manner.

I remaln respectfully L
Your ovedient servant

U.3.Consul.
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Selah Merrill,Consil,

To

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject
5 /],V,»‘. s F ~ S
Visit;of the Grosser Kurfuerst;BOO Americans,forTﬂ‘
Sunday School Conventicn T,

o

CHIEF CLERK,
MAY 311904

Department of State,




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,May 3,1904.

Hon.Francis B .Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C,

Sir.

I have to report that the Grosser Kurfuerst bringing
the members of the Sunday School Convention arrived on Tuesday
the 5 th of April and left again for Egypt on Wedhesday the 20th.
The party came in sections so that not all the “00 werec here at
any one time.The English contingent numbering 470 members,brought
by the Augusta Victoria,was herc also.3ome two hundred or three
hundred of the American party did not belong to the Conventlon.
The greatest number present in the city on any one occasion or
at any meeting was ten hundred or eleven hundred .The Convention
prcper begani on Sunday night the 17 th by addresses of welcome
from the English Rishop,the English Consul,and the America Cone
sul .The meetings lasted for two days.

The coming of a great crowd of Americans to this city 1s
always a matter of anxiety to the Consul .The conditicns of weath
er,the precaricus landing at Jaffa,the conditions of the country,
the limited and meagre accommodations for so many people,these
and many other things bring obligaticns and responsibilities to
Consul which very few of the visitors realize.

The intentions of the visitors we communicated to the (Gover
nor officially by letter and found him ready to cc-operate with
the Consulate in any efforts for their comfort. Indeed both his
Excellency Kiazim Bey and the able officials under his orders,
did all they cculd to facilitate the wishes of the Consul. In my
address of welcome on Sunday night the I7 th,I took oceaslon to
express my gratitude tc the Governor for his assistanfce,and 1
asked the audience tc express their thanks by a rising vote and
at least I,000 people rose to their feet and respondcd with a
hearty"Yes".

After the Convention was over I called upcn the Governcr
officially,told him of the events of Sunday night,and of the
special thanks accorded to him so enthusiastically by the great
audience and reaffirmed,on behalf of the Ameriecan visitors, my
gratitude for his Excellency’s services.

Diarrhoea and dysentery were quilte prevalent among the vis-
itors,but while in Jerusalem there weré no deaths.There were
some sericus accldents,but the wonder?that there wers not very




many when one ecciasiders the conditicns of living and travelling
here and the inexperience of most of the party.The coming of
visitors to Jerusalem in crowds is to be deprecatod.nncklcsn
drivers,incompetent guides,poor and insufficient hotel accommo-
dation,climate, food,and other things combine to interfere with
their comfort and happiness.Thinking it would be pleasant for th
visitors to meet the offiecial repreqptativcs of their country
in Jerusalem,Mrs Merrill invited as many as could do so to call
on Friday afternoon the I5 th,and no less than 500 Americans
came to pay their respects to the Consul and his wife.

Considering all the circumstances ig is a matter for
thankfulness that the visit of so many people to this city
turned out so successfullysunder the efficient management of
Messrs Frank and Herbert Clark.

" .1 remain respectfully
' Your obedient servant

U.S.Consul.

i 1IREAG
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“nit’d States Consula g Cons\anliﬁom@
Jerusalem,Syria,May 3,19047
o

Selah Merrill,Consul,

To

Hon.Franecis B.Loomii
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

subject

I S://
A A

4V

Consul asks for leave of absence for 60 days ‘;Z{E’




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,May 3$,1904.

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
W shington,D.C.. ™

I would respectfully ask for 1leave of absence

sixty days. I cannbe tell when I shall be able to go away

not until after the first of July.Two or three times leave

s been granted me but I have not been able to take advantage
of 1t owing to pressure of office work,and two brief visits to
Mount Lebanon both covering together not over twenty days, has o
been the only vacation I have had since taking over this office
an I898. If I get away this summer I do not intend to visit
the United States but possibly may get to Furope. If I go the
rquired fcrmalities with be- complied with.

I remain respectfully
Your cbcdient servant

o

HU.S.Consul.

u///{é'rﬂy(;w/ll/f/éln-ﬂf\
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United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,May 454?304.

¥

Seclah Merrill, Consul,

To
Hon .Francis B.Loomlis y’

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

sSubject
If American citizen residing in New York and owing
property 1in Jerusalem under mortzage,has been duly
notified accordinz to Despatch No.72,August 8,1903.




United States Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria,May 26,1904,

Hon .Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

sir.

Referring to my despateh No.72,August 8,1903,relative
to property cwned by an American citizen in New York and morte
gaged to a Turkish subject in Jerusalem;-I would say that we
have had no reply.The holder of the mortgage needs the money
loaned .The mortgage expired nearly three years ago. It 1s possi-
ble to sell the property,but this cannot be done legally until
the Ccurt here is satisfied that the owner of the property has
been notified duly. Papers were sent in despatch as above that
this might be done.

1 will repeat that the name cf the Anerican citizen 1s
Miriam Rachel daughter of Wolf.She is the wife of Mr Grossman
whose address is,=-care of Mr RBenjamin,394-396 Grand Street,New
York,N.Y.

Allow me to ask what has been done 1. this case.

1 remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

g /Ajl/ﬁa)'ft ./K-Q_j\/‘—ﬂ—s

United States Consul.




No .85, United States Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,May 27,1904.

Selah Merrill, Consul,
To
Hon.Francis B.Loomis

Assistant 3ecrctary of 3tate
Was hingten

5ublect.
1f estate of Schafel Jacob can b: settled at once.




NO .85. United States Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria,May 27,1904.

Hon.Francis BR.Loomls
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

Referring to my despatch No.76,December 92,1908,
relative to the estate of one 3chaftel Jacob,allow me to ask
as follows?: As reperted in sald despatch sald Jacob had no
representative here.3ince his death no friend and no representa-
tive has appeared and no letter has been reecived from any
source respecting him.Par .40I,Consular Regulations recquiresme
to wait one year before closing this account.Il ean close the
account in one day provided 1 had permissicn from the Depart-
ment to do so,and forward to the Treasury Department as required.
I see no reason why the settlement should be delayed,and moree
over,as we.have no safe in the Consulate,l feel that the respone
sibility for his mcney 1s a burden cf which I might properly be
releived .Awalting 1astructions I remain
respectfully
Your Obedient servant

T WA e

United States Consul.
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Selah Merrill, Consul,
To
Hon.francis B.Loomis

Assistant Secrctary of State
Washington

Subject

Ve Consul returns frem leave of absence




NG &6 Uudted states Counsulate
Jerusalem,3yria,June 1,I1904,

Heon Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

Referring to my despateh No 78,April 2I,1904,
granting Mr Hervert E.Clark our Ve Consul extention of leave
of absence,l have to report that he was delayed by business and
quarantine and did not return on May 20 as he proposed,but on

the 31 st,Tuesday.iic is now at his post.

1 remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

Ues.Cousule
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American Consulate \ .=
Jerusalem,Syria,8gi6ber 17,1904,

SO
\

S
ok
Merrall , Consul, «6 6,{"\

To ’ %
Hon Francis R.Loomis ’V!)X' 4

Assistant lecretary of State

NOV 7 19

Department of

State,

Subject

Final report estate Schafter Jaccb deceased Sept.25,1903.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,3yria,Octeber 17,1904,

Hon.Francis B.Locomls
Assistant Secretary of State

Washington.
B N

1 hereby make the final repcrt on the estate of
3chaftel Jacob deceased in this city on September 20,1903,
Frevicus despatches on this subject:-

No 787Dec 9,1903 .-Showing how by accident we ascertained
the existence and death of this man,that he was buried, that he
had a little money in a certain bank which we sccured later,
and that his passpert was detained in the custom heouse 1in Jaffa,
and came later into our possession.The man had nc friends or
relatives,and nonc havesince been heard cf.

Ne 85 May 27,1904: 1 asked permission ef ®hCDepartment to
close up the estate as this cecnsulate has no safe and I did
wish to be longer responsible for the meney. This request was
refused .

Incloscd please find, -

passport of deceased.

Inventory Perscnal Effects.

Statement disbursements.With three vouchers.

Censul’s accrunt with estate.

Consul’s account with Treasury Dept for Gov't tax.

Draft payable to Treasurer of the Gevernment at Washe
ington on Credit Lyonnals Rank,Paris, for balance
of estate,in francs,namely,4735.95.

I remain respectfiully
Your chbédient servant

Cje /(‘L/Z V/{ﬂ/w ;/((L

American Consul




ESTATE of Schaftel Jacob,aged 65,died in Jerusalem,3epteme
ber 25,1903,

Inventory:-
———— 38 Poor 3hirts . v 38,00 franes
14 Poor Cellars . : : 2,00
Poer lot of lace . ' 2,00
2 01d Braces . i 1,00
0ld Underclothing 5,08
0ld Trunk”™ . . 1,00
Let of Buttons . 2,00
Cane . . 0,00
I 01d breken Watch 10,00

Total 61,00 francs

5940.00 franes

éo0/.00




Estate of Schaftel Jacob deceased :-

Paid for shrouds for deceased and fund for
Bicur Chclim Hospital . .
Burial place, burial expenses,stones cut
and placed o+ . . .
rrayrs ter onc year . . . . .
Appralscrs,porters,sclllng,mlscellaneous,
Gov't tax 5 p eent on 60001.00 fes . -~

‘Total

Vouchers I-3 1nclosed.

200.00 francs

500 .00
20U .00

67 .00
300,05

1267.05

—————————————————————————

Selah Merrill,American Censul,Jerusalem,in account with
estate of Schaftel Jacchb deceased,rendered October 17,1904,

Dr.
Amcunt estate per statement herewith

Cre.
Mnts disbursed per statement herewith

Balance

,Amt forwarded to Treasury Dept.
at Washington

R

6003 .00 franecs
500100

1267.05

4735.90 "

6001 .00

——————m—
—————————

C)@&kﬂhwif
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Joru:l,Syru.,Novmber 17,1904.

Selah Merrill, Consul, '\’\0% /Z

: X
6 N

Hon Prancis B Loomis

Assistant Secretary of State CHIEF CLERK,
Washington 3‘ DEC13 19

Subject

Claim of Bashe ,Austrian snbject,bcing sed .Grossman’s
unreasonable and suspicious delay. {\ &
0

1




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,November 17,1904.

Hon Francis B Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

We have received official notice through the Austrian
Consulate here that Bashe daughter of Samuel Ashtrom is pressing
for payment of her claim through that Court.
Thus far we have received no reply to our letter to Mrs
Grossman sent through the State Department,and now ask that the
request be repeated to her with the notice that,after a reason-
able time has passed without response from her,the property
will be transferred without her.
- e [_The mortgage expired nearly four years since,and this lcng
v+ delay suggests fgudulent motives'.
Please refer to your desaptch No.77,June 25,1904 for de -
tails of previous correspondence relative to this mattgf)
Respéctfully Your cbedient servant

/QJZK/ZZ o ] AP

American Consul.
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American Consu:ate
Jerusalem,Syria,November 18,1904.

Selah Merrill,Consul,
To

Hon Francis B Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington-

Subject

Consul's Proposed leave of absence for three
or four weeks.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,November 18,1904.

Hon Francis B Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

Referring to my despatch No 83,May 3,1904,and to
the Department’s reply of June 8,1904,relative to leave of ab-
sence for myself allow me to say that the rejuest of the Departm-
ment that I should not go before the first of August prevented
my going to Europe as I planned after I wrote on the 3 d of
May .Pressure of official duties has made 1t impossible for me
to get away. Just now there is a lul and I hope to get away to
Egypt for two or three weeks. As to date I can only say "some-
time within a week or ten days®'. Annoying quarantine and conse-
quent disazrangements of steamers make the dates of getting
away from Jaffa or returning difficult to fix.
1f I get away my stay will not be long.

If I go the usual formalities as to Ve Consul will be ob-
served.
Respectfully Your obedient servant

il dasd

American Consul.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,November 19,1904.

Selah Merrill, Consul,
To

Hon Prancis B Loomis .
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject

Acknowledging package private stationery




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,November 19,1904

Hon Francis B Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington.

8Sir.

Referring to your despatch No. 78,August 9,1904,
relative to private supplies envelopes left behind when boxes
were shipped,-the same arrived November 14 in good condition.
Please notify me of expenseg for same and I will account for
it in December quarterly account.

Respectfully Your obedient servant

444/4' A ean el

American Consul
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No oI ST american Consulate
.. Jerusalem,Syria,January 6th,1905.

| pepaRTHENTsrSIE!

Selah M rrill, Consul,
To

Hon.Francis B.lLoomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject

Consul's return from leave of absence
Nov 21 +to Dec 30 , 40 days

CL® 7K,
FEB 7 1909

Department of State.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,8yria, January 6th, 1906.

Hon. Francis B. Loomis,
Assistant Secretary of 3tate,
Washington.
Sir;-

Referring to my dispatch No. 89, November 18th, 1904,
relative to my leave of absence, I wish to inform you that I
left my post on Jwa 21st of November, went to Egypt and returned
on the 30th of Dccomber, having been absent forty days.

1 remain respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

American Consul.

AP DO iy g
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Jerusalem,November 19,1904, '

During the temporary absence of Selah Merrill,Consul, from

the Consulate on leave ‘from the S8tate Departmeni,l agree

to take charge of the office without compensation.

Fochet £, Lt
f/c, C,»wm/C
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( FEB 7 1905

American Consulate
Jerusalem,S8yria,January Oth,gos.

)
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| prARTHENTarSTAT
| DEPARTMER T~
Selah Merrill, Consul,

To

Hon .Francis B.boo-ii
Assistant Secretary of State

Washington 'J‘/,

A ol
Subject b q(\

Marriage certificates / M
John Stuve---Caroline Hoffmann

Gerri Wieher --- Victoria Shohet




American Consulate
Jerusalem, Syria, January 6th, 1905.

Hon. Praneis B. Loomis,
Assistant Secretary of State,
Washington. 3

8ir:e

Enclosed please find two narricgtcertificates,(I)John
Struve, TWBnty-six, and Caroline Hoffmann, twenty-four, dated
October 22nd, 1904; (2) Gerri Wiener, twenty-eight, and Vietoria
Shohet, eightecen, dated Octodber 313{, 1904 .

1 remain respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

@“\’4@ ot Ao i8>
American Consul.




CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

@onsular Office of the Wnited States of America,

/M@é& ol 22+ 190 4.

) Glok Mence , M,_,_40/ the Wondled Fates
/mla- @M&éym%t&atmt/&a 20%°
7 //gidf?g T T _tn the cdy 9/

., aged.- 2¢ _years, born tn _% %_‘

ind now vesuding tn:— W A - and Mw

,Z # E —yeans, torn W‘A ., and now ma’my en
y undded on marreage tefore me, and «n my foresence, by
W W«z«m/ . whe s authorczed b by the laws ¢/ 1% W O RS

lo /m;/ rm such a ceremony.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF 4 hanle fhexewnto subscxdhed my name and apfi.red the seanl
oSy offee at forcconlbo. Fpn . this 2L day
of. A O 1908, and of the Jndefiendence of the
Vb nrted Fates the ﬂ-& Q«{W acdl /l::«—é P

éﬂbﬁi‘-’e of the United States of America.

e

Fee one dollai. To be issued in duplicate.




CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

Consular Office of the Wnited States of Americy, ;
T, Celelle FIE 1904

at / C do hereby contily that, on this. 2EE" _day a/M

D0 1904, at s et Uhe oty of-
€ cr2e- M ay%/ 2 f ymm born en

and now reseding {ﬂZM __, and. tc»@e M

[ >4

aged. / f T years, lown tn e o o Wa’my e
, were uned in marriage Mm me, and wn my foesence, by

M«« W wiho 1s authorzed b /q the laws 0/ l/&l%

le //1(7}/(’?”)? M((‘ﬁ a CéMlIZﬂ?&I/

IN WITNESS WHEREOF A fiane hevewnto subsereted my name and a/éﬂc/ the seal

of my office al. &éﬁééﬂ ., this. f/ﬂ . day

ylededel o4 G igay, and of the Sndfrendincs of the
Vtonrted Fates the @tb W P M el

- /@,&f’%f the United States of America.

Fee one dollar. To be issued in duplicate.




| FEB 9 1905
American Consulate |

Jerusalem,Syria,January 6th,1905

Selah Merrill, Consul,

To

Hon.Francis B.Loomis - *
Assistant Secretary of Stafi

Washington

Subject ‘

Reply to question re Item in Paris Herald




American Consulate
Jerusalem, 8yria, January 6th, 1905.

Hon. Francis B. Loomis, .
Assistant Secretary of State,
Washington.

8ir;-

Your dispatch of December 3rd, 1904, with extract from the
Paris Herald is just at hand. IR reply I would say that I know
very little of the Paris New York Herald, have very seldom scen
a copy: moreover I do not think a single copy comes to Jerusa-
lem regularly. & have not seen the item in question, and had
nothidg to do with 1t in any way.

After my many years of service, I feel that the Department
ought to know me well enough to know that, did I desire such a
change as the item indicates, I should lay the matter at once
before the Department of State. Allow me to add that the
conditions indicated point: to a coast t#wn; they certianly do
not apply to Jerusalem.

I remain respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

ik Maniin

American Consul.

CHIEF CLERK,
FEB 7 1905

Department of State.
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American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,January 18,1905.

Selah Merrill, Consul,

To

¢

Hon .Francis B.Loomii
Assistant Seeretary of State
Washingto

Subject

Goldfogle,M.C.,inquires after Schaftel Jacob and 18
referred to the Department of State




American Consulate
Jerusalem, Syria, January Mth, 1905.

Hon. Francis B. Loomis,
Assistant Secretary of 3tate,
Washington.

Sir:.

Mr. Henry M. Goldfogle, Msmber of Congress from New York,
has written me under date of Nov. 18th, 1904, relative to the
estate of Shaftel Jacob, deceased in Jerusalem. I have re-

plied stating that afger the expiration of the legal time the

entire matter had been turned over to the State Department.

My final report on this matter was made, as you are aware, in
dispateh No. 87, dated Oct. 17th, 1904.
1 remain respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

% g@ Cﬁ ’(L t /Cl L l\['(,

American Consul.
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American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria, January 16,1905.

Selah Merrill, Consul,

To

Hon.Francis B.Loomis f (
Assistant Secretary of St:te 7\“ kﬁ
\

& 4"
S

Bashe’'s (Austrian subject) morigage on house owned by
American Jews living in New ‘York. House to be sold.

Subject.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,Januapyls6, 3905.

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

Your despatch of December 16,8904,N0.79,is at hani.

Previous correspondence on this subject is as follows:-

Consulate No.72,August 8,1903,detaids and paper to sign.

Consulate No.84,May 26,1904.

Consulate No .88,November 17,1904.

Department No.77,June 25, 1904 .

Department No.79,December 16,1904.
The last;No.79,asks for further particulars.? believe I can add
nothing to what the foregoing despatches contain. The Department
is aware that all land matiers are settled in the Turkish Court.
On the other hand the Turkish Court cannot act without notice
being served on the parties ,whether living in Jerusalem or else-
where, through the American Consulate.In the simple transfer of
land,purchase or sale,the papers must pass through the Consulate.
This is to prevent fxaud. For example,-a man owes debts to
differnt parties amounting to $800,and has a house worth $1,000.
if he could sell it without the Consul’s knowledge he could get
the money and run away.in the Bashe or present case what is done
mist be done with the knowledge of the Consulate.This case is
not an exception to the rule,-it follows the universal rule.
Bashe is an Austrian subject,the owners of the property are in
America. and neither this Consulate nor the State Department can
get any response fram them. In 1901 the mortgage expired .Bashe
needs her money. The property is diminishing in value every year
because of the lack of very necessary repairs.She has a right
to her money.She has had a long and worrying time about it and
so has this Consulate.That the parties in New York do not re-
spond has a bad look.Some of naturalized Jews seem 10 M that
because they are Americans the American law will shield, in wrong
doing. We have such cases repeatedly.But this Consulate cannot
eguntenance fraud or wrong doing. Bashe,it appears,can get her
money through the sale of the property only,and this must be
done.

I remain respectfully :

Your obedient servant

¢j,a/ Lartl
American Consul

()




American Consulate

Jerusalem,Syria,January 21,1905.

>

37 °% R
FEB 15 1905 |
Selah Merrill, Consul, H

To

Hon.Francis B.Loomis =
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject
Leave of absence 60 days granted Ve Consul Clark













American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,January 2%,5905.

Hn.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

Vice Consul Herbert E.Clark has requested leave of
absence for a certain period,which he alleges is required by his
business interests. He expects to return after three weeks for a
few days and to S0 away again;and to repeat this a little later.
Hence to cover the entire period I have granted him leave of

absence for sixty days beginning on Monday the 23 d of this
month.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

T PETIR |

American Consul.




1. SECR,

CEAAOLN \
'

\ﬁﬂ%@

NO .98 American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,March 28,1905.

o
MAY 1 1905

Selah Merrill,Consul,
To

Hon.Francis B.Loomis

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject

Ve Consul Clark return: from leave of absence




No.96.

American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,March 28,1%905.

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

I hereby report that Vice Consul Herbert E.Clark
returned to his post of March 27 having le £t on January
23 d as notified in my despateh No.95,January <F,E905,which
makes 62 days absence agaist 60 as proposed in despatch just
mentioned.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

(Xé()a K L/»é;)}n;/éﬁ e

American Consul.
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No .97. American Consulate

Jerusalem,Syria March 29,1905

Selah Merrill, Consul,
To
Hon.Francis B.Loomis

Assistant  Secretary of Stat$
Washington A

CHIFF Gl FRK, |
MAY 1 1905 Q/I‘\(;
Sepgwedt ot Liate

Use of Ve Consul Clark’s name in business




N0 .97.
American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,March 29,1905.

Hon .Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

8Sir.

It is my duty to lay before the Department the follow-
ing facts relative to the continued use of Vice Consul
Clark’s name as a business card in the business carried on
by himself and his brother in New York. Please see your des-
pateh containing instruections,No.80, (should be No.74 ),of
May 26,1904.

Immediately on receipt of this despateh I wrote Mr
Clark as follows:.- * I have received a despatch from
the Depariment of Sg&&!,dateg May 26,1904,relative to the
use of your offieial,in connection with your own and your
brother’s business,which is herewith repeated:-

*» Mr Clark’s title of Vice Consul of the United

* » States should not be used under any cireum -

*s gtances in private business matters and you

** will so inform him **.
* Your duty is to notify your brother at once so that your
name as Vice Consul will not appear in any tourist or other
business circular®

I remain respectfully
Your obedient serva..t
U.S.Consul*.

Mr Clark promised that the matter should be corrected and
stated that he had notified his brother in New York.

Mr Clark’s steamer the "Arabic® has been here and gone.
The pamphlet with list of names and directions,&c.,on page
1, says,="H.Clark,U.S.Vice Consul,manager for Palestine and
Egypt®.---On page 5,in large print,**Manager in the Oori-
ent,Mr Herbert E.Clark,United States Vice Consul for Pal-
estine,who meets the ship at Caifa(Haifa)*.
Several mentioned this announement as an inducement
me,for example,a few hours after arrival a gentlimam
called at my office and said he was®in doubt abgut coming
but when he learned he was to be under the care/ and escort-
ed by the United States Vice Consul he thought he would
make the trip®. Before girank the brother in New York
left,I had an interview with him about this.c —— He sinu%y
laughed and replied "what does it matter® .-
I leave the case with the Department for their action.
Respectfully Your obedient servant

Sl o T g

. American Consul.




MEMORANDUN

by the Consul Geaneral uooupunyiné Consul lerrill's Ne 97 of
March 29th to the Department of State.

Viee Consul Clark of Jerusalem should of course comply
with the Department's requirement that his title as Vice Consul
be not used in oonneotion with Frank C. Clark's business an-
nouneements. It appears from the acoompanying dispatoh that
the Viee Consul so notified his drother in New-York, but the
objectionable statement was repeated in the ammouncement of the
“Cruise of the Arabie” which has just visited the Turkish ports.

It is not improbable that Frank C. Clark has understood
that the objestion to referring to his drother in his official
quality, came from Consul Merrill only. I have no doubt he
would readily oomply with any requirement which he understood
the Dupartn'.nt had imposed.

It may be presumed that if the Department's instructions
are disregarded by the Vice-Consul, he will be removed as such;
and this I should regard as unfortunate. The Clark Cruises fr@m
New=York to the Otient eagh yesar and the many separate parties
of tourists visiting this region under the auspioces of the
Clark Agency, are doing much to establish good relations between
Mmericans and the people of this country. It is the only
American enterprise of the kind and its husiness is conducted
with such experience and knowledge of local conditions and such
regard for the comfort and eonvenience of its patrons that it
is worthy of warm commendation. The hundreds of Americans,
more or less representative men and women, whom Mr. Clark brings

here every year receive courtesies and facilities rarely ex -

tended to travelers from other countries and the result is that

they invariably go back to the United States with a pleasa nt
impreasion of the officials and people of this country. This




49 eduoational work of marked value. 1If the Ameriean work
established here is to flourish, it is of the first importance
that good rehat}\vu between the people of the two countries

e nintnlmd,;‘to that end that the unreasonable prejudiees which
many Amerioans have formed against the Turks be removed,
1 hope therefore that the Department will give to the
Clark tourist Agenoy any consideraticn it oan properly extend.
Constantinople, April 13th. 1908.

. 7 F // " 3
(¢ ////f//’//'/,f’///'/”/{'}'
Consul Ceneral.
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98 NS, American Consulate
[oium | Jerusalem,Syria,April 29,1905.
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Selah Merrill,Consul,
To

Hon.Francis B.Loomis :
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington.

Subject:-

Reply to despatch No.8I,March 15,1905,relative to Mrs Ryer-
son's charges against Ve Consul Clark and the Jaffa Custom House.
Also her charges against the Consul for neglect of his duty in
the matter as she alleges.

CONSULAR SERVICE, U. S. A.

Menorandun,.
e S AR,

Although the annexed despatch is wun-
signed, the postscript bears the Consul's
s ignature and for this reason I do not return
it %o nim, but forward it to the Departrent.,
Constantinople, May 15, 190.,

> )

C Mty P

7

Couniaul Guricial,

»




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,April 29,1905.

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washingten,D.C.

Sir.

Your despatch No.81 of March 15,1905,relative to Mrs
Ryerson’s difficulty about her merchandise in connection with the
Cust@ém House at Jaffa,is at hand,and I notice your request for
some further account of the matter additional to my despatch
No.79 of April 22,1904, Allow me to say briefly as follows:-

After the alleged affair Mrs Ryerson called on me seve
eral times and I urged her to come to some amicable a.rrd'gement
with Mr CIarkZHer frequent use of the word "liar* of Mr Clark
convinced me that she was in no mood to meet hip for a freendly
conversation and settlement.This I regretted a.err Clark had
assured me that he was willing to meet her and’ talk over the

matter.It appeared that she preferred to bring the case before
me officially and we told her how to prepare the papers and what

fee must be deposit_ed in the Consulate.After that Mr Clark was
absent for sometime and I was sick for some time;moreover the
city was full of American travellers and we were extremely busy
with the usual extra consular work. There was delay in taking up
the case,but it was unavoidable,and no one can reasonably be
blamed for the delay.Mrs Ryerson was dis pleased at the delay
and made her displeasure evident by her words and manner.Against
my advice she took her papers of her own free will,from the Cone
sulate and received back the fee which she had deposited.It was
her own fault that the case was not officially and legally exam-
ined.

Your despatch now in hand says:--" there is no evidence
that you made any effort to investigate the complaint of Mrs
Ryerson or protect jer against the alleged unjust charges of the
Custom House or of Mr Clark®.

Unoffieially I eculd not possibly have done more than I did.

Officially,as stated above,the case was taken out of my
hands.

The foregoing statements are substantially t.e same as
those made by me in my despatch No 79 April 22,1904.

After the case was withdrawn fram the Consulate matters
stood about where they did at first only really worse.l could
not go on with a case that was not before me. Mr Clark’s private
business affairs are not under my jurisdiction,-as the State
Department has already decided.After that point an interview
between Mr Clark and Mrs Ryerson would have been a bitter wrangle
to no purpose L-Aft,er Mrs Ryerson withdrew her case any letters,(
complaints,’ criticisms,to the Department o: to anyone else by At
her are unfair and unjust. \




Dragoman of the British Consulate.

* from the statement of the dragoman of the British Consulate
twenty five bottles of milk were miss_ing when the goods were
turned over to Mrs Ryerson by Mr Clark after they had lain for
several days in the latter ’'s magazine at Jerusalem®.-"Certif-
icate of C.N.Tadros,March 22,1908,that he was present when lrs
Ryerson's goods were unpacked and that there were only 143 bottles
of malted mil k® .Your Despatch ,page I,and 3.

The statement was so unisual and 1f tFue s0 discourteous
to another Consulate that I addressed a note to my collé@ue the
British Consul ‘fg‘g{%mskirg for a stdement of the facts in the
case.His repl aStates,-"it is not usual for any employee of the
British Consulate here or of the Vice Consulate at Jaffa to at-
tend at the unpacking and examimtion of the goods of subjects
of other nations in the Jaffa custom house'.'This took place at
his (the dragoman’s)house here in Jerusalem® .The details stated
are as follows:-

Both Mrs Ryerson and Mr Tadros received cases of
malted milk at the same time by the same steamer .(2) When clearei
from the Custom House the cases were sent on to Jerusalem.(3) By
some mistake (say that of the porters) Mrs Ryerson's case went
to Mr Tadros’ house and Mr Tadros’ case want to Mrs Ryerson's
house.(4)Mr Tadros states that Mrs Ryerson opened his case and
began to distribute or sell the goods.(5)Later each case was
exchanged,each getting to its rightful owner.(6) Mrs Ryerson,
however,before accepting her case from Mr Tadros required that
the bottles be counted in her presence.

From these facts it is impossible for any one to say at

ﬁwhat point the alleged loss occurred.

Mr Tadros and Mrs Ryerson received the same treatment,namely
suffered the 1o8s of goods;-subjected to the charge of smuge
gling;-had each to pay the penalty. Mr Tadros received his
goods,submitted to the loss,paid Mr Clark’s bill,and made no
complaint or protest.

Mrs Ryerson’s trouble with Mr Clark was early in 1903 ( the
season of 1902-1903) .Thre year following,I904 (the § eason of
1903-1904) ,Mrs Ryerson wanted other goods sent cut from America
and asked me if she might have them directed in eare of the Cone
sul.Il said "certainly®:- *United States Consul,Jerusalem. For
Mrs Ryerson *. In due time the goods arrived and I 9ot1fied her
telling her that I could not clear them in my name(* never clear
goods or attempt to clear goods for anybody),that she must ate
tend to that herself. She did so. I wrote to her friend Mr R.H.
McCready,March 10,1904,stating that the goods had arrived and
been turned over to Mrs Ryerson.--While we were¢ﬂoing Mrs Ryer-
son this favor it appears that she was writing +to the Department
a letter of complaint against me for the affair of the year pre-
vious for her letter to the Department is dated February 22,
1904. This was many months after she had,of her own accord,
taken her case out of the hands of this Consulate.




The case summarized. i
I1.-Mr Clark(off New York) allowed the friends of Mrs Ryerson to
send her,as a missionary,some clothing and other effects for her
personal use.
2.-The goods were not seen by Mr Clark.
3.-The actual contents of the cases were not declared to Mr
Clark. .
4 .-The steamer was chartered as a yacht with stipulations that
he was to carry no freight.
§.-Had the nature of Mrs Ryerson’s goods been declared to Mr
Clark he would have refused to take them.
6.-They were brought gratuitously fram New York and landed at
the custom house in Jaffa.
7.-For this favor Mrs Ryerson has never expressed her gratitude

in any way.

One of Mrs Ryerson's severe charges (frequently repeated)against
Mr Clark(of Jerusalem) 1is that he did not attend personally to
the landing and delivery(to herself) of her cases.But Mr Clark
had several hundred (say 600 ) travellers to land and the cone
veniences for landing at Jaffa are few;there was great confusion
as there always is;and it was not in”;ra.nge of human possibili-
ties for Mr Clark to look personally after her boxes as she
insists he °* ought to have done ® .Mrs Ryerson has been told this
more than once,but she continues to blame Mr Clark.

The faet that Mr Clark in doing his private business is acting
for himself and not for the Consulate,has been told to Mrs Ryere
son many times;but she persists in regaming Mr Clark as Vice
Consul and all his actions as actions for which the Consulate is
responsible.Such conduct betrays wilful ignorance on her part.
This may not be the reason,but I can think of no other explana-
tion of her efforts to in volve me in this matter.

At the Custom House in Jaffa.

There was no bill of lading,and no declaration as to the
character of Mrs Ryerson's goods.The officers opened one case
and found merchandise. Then all boxes,cases,everything of that
description must be examined.In the eyes of the custom house
officers there was smuggling . I do not charge Mrs Ryerson with
smuggling,-that is the matt o e custam officers. No
amount of protestation by Mrs Ryerson or anybody else will make
them change their opinion.They construe their own laws and regue
lations. There was smuggling and the penalty had to be paid.
Mrs Ryerson puts this on the ground of 'um‘ust charges*,

Now the Governor of Jerusalem and Palesiine S no jurisdietion
over the custom house at Jaffa or Jerusalem.The Custom House is
under that of Beirut and both are directly under the customs
administration at Constantinople.Suppose Mrs Ryerson had made a
claim for "unjust chagges" against the custom hous e.The Consul
cannot reach the custam hause except through the Legation at
Constantinople.If the officers at Jaffa declare that goods. are
smuggled no protest from the Consul in Jerusalem sent through
t_.he Legation would even be recelved,or i1f received would be re-
Jected at once.

“--Did Mrs Ryerson explain to the Department that her goods were
considered as smuggled goods ?




*Take no notice of Mrs Ryerson’s letter of October 25,1904 *.-
On Novemver 9,1904 Mr MeCready wrote me ,-"the incident as

far as 1 am concerned is closed® . Mrs Ryerson’s letter was as

above,of October 25,1904.My answering it surely was optional.

In my judgment it was simply to contradict my statements,was in

bad taste,and was impertinent. Such letters I never answer.

Mr McCready’s letter I acknowledged on January 20,1905,

What is my offence?

Mrs Ryerson does not state clearly what my offence is of
which she is complaining to the State Department. Any wrong that.
I have done I shall be only too glad to rectify. But she is
blaming me for somgthing that happened entirely outside of my
jurisdiction;for faling to do somethirg which it was not in my
power to do. She made it impossible for me to do anything by
taking her case out of my hands.After thus taking her case out
of my hands she had no legal or moral right to complai 0 any
one.Under the c:rcumstances complaints fran her cannot be, for
the sake of peace or of an amicable settlement of her alleged
difficulties.

Mr Tadros hal the same cause for complaint as Mrs Ryerson,;
but he knew that he was paying the pemalty for smuggled goods
and he said nothing;he never has' said aaptBing. pe gtates,-

“ a lot of my bottles were also lost “.

What is to be done ?

I have heard that Mrs Ryerson intended to return to
Jerusalem and on the other hamd this is denied. Should she
return she might ask (I) for a persomal .interview with Mr
Clark. This would result,probably,in a quarrel,and nothing would
be accomplished. (2) She might prepare her papers and reopen
her case in the Consular Court.This would not be advisable,for
her feelings towards me are such(prob:.bly) that she would not
wish me to decide her case. (3) The only course would be to put
the matter into the hands of properly chosen and qualified ar-
bitrators. In any case there would be some cxpense which she
might not be willing to meet.

Caution.

At the close of my letter to Mr MeCready of January 20,1905
I referred to Mrs Rycrson’s attempt to treat people medically.
As she has no medical training and ng license from the Turkish
authorities she may,if she gives people medicine,involve herself
and the Consulate in serious difficulty especially should death
ensupe to any Turkish subject while in her care or under her
treatment.A person to practise medicine here requires a diploma
from ‘the Turkish authorities in Constantinople.




Loss of goods in the Custam House at Jaffa.

Every merchant in Jerusalem and very many individuals who
import goods can testify to annoyances of this sort. BL_some
inadvertance it happens in a great, 1nstances that not.the goods
taken from a box for the purpose of examination are returned
to it.Protests if made generally result in nothirg .There seems
to be no redress.

Personal relations. =

Since the Department does not know about this I should be
doing myself and my wife an anjustice if I did not refer to this
matter,although I should mach prefer to not refer to it.I consid
er that the Department cught to know this as it affects my gene-
ral relations to American residents.

The relations between Mrs Ryerson and ourselves have always
been pleasant.It was my wife and myself who enabled Mrs Ryere
son to obtain the money for her recent visit to America My wifc
went to Jaffa to see Mrs Ryerson and her companion off on the
steamer.My wife paid her hotel bill,the porters for her baggage,
her carriage to the landing place,and her embarkation fees to
the steamer.l gave her(gratis) a Consular certificate that she
might receive special attention as§ a missiomary on her way home.
I gave her (gratis) a Consular certificate which she could use
at the custan house wherever she might land,-New York or Boston.
I asked thé Agent of Thos Cook & Son here to write ,which they
did and also telegraphed,to their Agent in Naples to meet Mrs
Ryerson and her companion and do everything in their power for
them.l always had the dragoman of the Consulate atterd to her
rent to see that the contracts,receipts,&c.,were properly made
out sc that she,as she could not speak the language,might not
be cheated or imposed upon.Since she left for America I have
forwarded all her letters re-addressing and recording them with
my own hand.

For all these favors (residents generally account them as
such )Mrs Ryerson has never said *thank you *,and never mane
ifested the sligl{est expression of grgatitude. We are always
glad to do for Mrs Ryersan as we do for many others,small favors:
of this kind,and while we do not ask for thanks still some signs
of appreciation are more agreeable than are letters of COom=
plaint against us sent to the State Department at Washington.

We have always regarded Mrs Ryerson as a good woman at heart
but as unreasonably obstimate .This characteristic appeared  pram
inently in a bitter quarrel which she had a few years since with
an English missicnary. I think if she knew the language,and the
Oriental character better,she would get an better with the peoplk

with whom she comes in contact whose number is really very lime

ltfg-'-'rhe foregiong report whose length I regret has been prepared

with great care and I am certain that it more than covers the
points raised on p.2.of your despateh.If it fails to show that I
have been attentive and kind to Mrs Ryerson then I do not under-
stand what attention and kindness mean.
1 remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

American Consul




|
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NOTE .Page I.- Our interpreter Mr Gelat reminds me that one
reason of the delay was that Mrs Ryerson herself urged it until
such time as Mr Clark could attend to the matter and this in
order to0 save the expenses of a trial in the Consular Court.This
was while I was sick.

NOTE .Page 2.-Not possitle to tell at what point in transit loss
occurred .- Between the sender in America and the receiver in Je-
rusalem goods must pass through many hands;-shipper in America;
Atlantic steamerjcustom house at Jaffa;irain between Jaffa and
Jerusalem;agents if Jaffa;agents in Jerusalem;magazines;&c,&c.
See top of Page 5.It will be difficult for Mrs Ryerson as for
any other person who imports goods and suffers loss,to prove at
what point the loss occurred..

NOTE.-It is alleged that Mrs Ryerson sold the salve,Rochelle
salts,and some other of the goods she received from America.
This is chiefly a matter between herself and her friend in Ameri-
ca.Still there is a difference between having a few articles
sent her for her personal needs and impprting merchandise for
sale.The altercation which she reports in her letter of Feb.22,
1904 as taking place beeéween herself and a *Doctor* in our drag-
oman’s office,was a quarrel about the price of some quinine
which she had received from Amcrica in the boxes in question and
had sold to this man.She says that I knew about this or heard
the quarrel "sitting in my private office®. This is a mistake.

I knew nothing of it until Mr Gelat told. There were hard words
on both sides .---8hould she return and rgopen her case this
matter of importing merchandise to sell she would have to meet
in connection with the custom house affair.

On Page 4 on her letter of Feb 22 1904 she states that she was
charged dhble,that is 16 instead of 8. This double charge was
for smuggled goods.

NOTE .«The Clark brothers thought they were doing Mrs Ryerson a
favor;but for their act of kindness and generositiy they were sub-
Jected to a great deal of annoyance on account of her merchane
dise as her ‘porsonal eff gets * proved to be.Moreover they
aroused against themselves her animosity which became so intense
that she declares them to be *liars® and charges them with
*swindling *. Anyone,hcwever,who knows Mr Herbert Clark will
never believe that he practised fapud against any one,Mrs Ryer-
son or anybody else. Nothing is clearer in this case than the
absence of motive for such a thing.

The Department will understand that I have spent much
time and very much patience over this letter and I have en -
deavoured to put my statements into as calm language as was
possitle.I confess that I do not understand Mrs Ryerson.It may
be that lack of education and limited experience in the world
has developed in her an unreasobable disposition,-one of her
best missionary friends heresays "quarrelsome®.I will quote this
from my letter to Mr McCready of Jan 20 I1905,-"Mrs Merrill and
I have always treated Mrs Ryerson with kindness and shoul@d-she
return here we shall continue to do the same *.-

I remain respectfully

Your obedient servant

Q”,,Z Ca /l I3 /@‘L’l ¢ Z(’
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No.I00. American Consulate,
Jerusalem,Syria,July 3,1905.

i \b(

Selah Merrill, Consul,
N

To = : y
Hon.Francis B.Loomlis

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject.

naturalization Isaac M.Roth.-What is to be done with
our naturalized Jews.- Filthy condition of Jewish passports.

-=-Photograph 1nclcsed.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,July 3,1905.

Hon.rancis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary cof State
Washing ton

Sire.

The attention of the Department is hereby called
to the following Sample Case,-one of a thousand.
Isaac M.Roth:- s
Naturalized So Dist, New York,May 13,1897.
Passport St Dept.,No 3203,1897.
Registered in this Consulate July 1899.
Went to America August I902.
Obtained new passport,St Dept.,No.78878,0ct.10,1903.
Returned to Jerusalem May,1904 .He has a wife and 5 or 6
children,two or more are married with families.His wife
and children have never been in America.
--He called recently saying that he wa~s golng to America and
wisheqt.#® take with him son David.David is 8 years old and was
born in 1897.
His Passport dated in I897,his Citizen Paper datil
in I897,and his son David born here in Jerusalem in 1897,- too
much for one year.Previous to his naturalization there cannot
have been five years continuous residence in the United States.

What is to be dane with the army of naturalized Jews 1n
Jerusalem and Palestine ? I have taken the utmost pains,no offi-
cer of the Government can have done more than I have done, to
expose frauds 1in connection with passports and naturalization
papers. 1 gave Commissioner Braun when he was 1in Jerusalem last
year,a chapter of faets which starf led him. When he left he
felt very confident that something would be done with thls na-
tiomal disgrace. Year after year I have studied thls matter,the
tricks resorted to,and written repeatedly upocn thls subject.
There 1s a possibility that the Department does not wish me to
keep watch,to investigate,and to report on such matters. This I
cannot believe.The trouble is not spcradic;it has grown to be a
vast evil,-like the palgue 1n In@@h.As I said in my last des -
patch,-"every passpcrf“ﬁhd every naturalzation law that has ever
been framed by our goJérnment has been evaded and circumvented
by these Jews'.

The Turkish Govermment 1s now trying to enforce a ‘regisira
tion law".The ultimate object is more taxes. There 1s trepidatiam
amongst the thousands of Jews who have never been reglstered under
any zovernment. The Consuls are pesieged with applicatlons
to take under their protection bogus citlzens. Curicus cases are
coming to light constantly. One of our American citizens,a wo =




man,has within three weeks past;been to the office six times,
generally with an advocate(different persons) to allow her to
adopt a yougn man who 1is married and has a family,so that they
may be registered as AMerican citizens and thus evade Turkish
registration. Apart from the matter of taxes which does not core
cern us,this law will work much good provided it 1s carried out.
The rule with regard to any new Turkish regmlation is that after
a few weeks or months they get tired of it a drop it. A few days
ago one of my colleagues was offered ten thousand franes if he
would take certain Jews under his protectian.

In our Case for Documents we have a pile of Jewish Pass-
ports,-a remarkable collection,worn,tattered,and most of them
offensive with Jew eay marks,namely,dirt. Every time we handle
the pile we immediately wash ourselves with carbolic soap. The
fact 1s that Jews take no pains whatever to preserve their pass=
ports neatly. I think these Jews ought to be taught a lesson
in some way,but my admonitions to them are of no avail. :
--A passport was brought in last week and I made a photograph
of it which I inclose . Photography does not reveal dirt.

What I should like to receive from the Department is a
document drawn up carefully,comprehensively,and legally,stating
what my duty is with reference to this large and ever increasing
body of naturalized American citizens.May I be allowed to cut
off permanent residents?

I remain respectfully
Your obédient servant

Q_/c &4’ ‘%l /67 1/14)/2,

American Consul

Inclosure; -
Photograph of a Jew Passport.

--With regard to Isaac M.Roth:~-

He never had any intention of residing in Amerlica.LIke most
Jews his citizenship i1s for his personal convenience. His busi-
ness is to collect money for some Jewish soclety here and this
takes him to America from time to time. The Society would not
employ a person who resided in America all the time.It is for
his advantage to reside in Jerusalem under United 3tates protec-

tion. <T>/( /f
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The Departmuit has received your No. 100, July 3, 1905, relﬁtive

fo the status of naturalized American citizens in your districtlﬂ
emé reporting specifically the case of Isaac li. Roth, to whom pass- |
port No. 78878 was issued by this Department October 10, 1903, and
sending a photograph of the passport of Samuel J. Cohen%No. 88343,
issued May 31, 1904, I enclose a copy of the applications upon

which these passports were issued. You will perceive that they

are regular in form and no.reaBOn appeared for refusing to issue

the passportse. Roth, as application shows, was born in Hungary,

and Cohen in Russia, and the naturalization of both was/apparently

lawful. Under the circumstances of their residence in a land

where the United i;gtes claims extraterrioral jurisdiction as

American citixenaL?eems, as the law now stands, to be unavoidables
The Department commends the zeal®and industry which you haxe

shown in investigating suspicious cases of naturalization, but

it sees no occasion for multiplying instructions on the general‘

principles thch should govern you in the exercise of the important

funetion ofnau;uéf applications for passports and protecting thos

who already h@ld passports. Those instructions are already well

known to you, and the Department has at this time nothing to add

to the eircular instruction of March 27, 1899, on the subject of

passports for persons residing ot sojourning abroad.
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American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,July 4,1905.

Selah Merrill,Consul,
To
Hon .Francis B.Loomis

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington
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American Consulate
‘Jerusalem,Syria,July 4,1905

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

I have just received a telegram from Consul Geheral
Dickinson announcing the death of the Honorable Secretary of
State Mr Hay.Anticipating the Department’s usual Circular of
Instructions in such cases I would say that mourning emblems are

adopted and the flag is at half mast.

Mr Hay's death is a national calamity;at home and abroad

he will be deeply and sincerely mourned.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant
American Consul
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American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,July 5,1905.

Selah Merrill,Consul,
To

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject

Information called by unnuméred despatch June6, 1905,

relative to honorary employees. American interest at Jaffa
very important and demand more consideration than our governe
ment has hitherto given 40 that place.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,July 5,1905.

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington.

Sir.

Your unnumbered despatch June,6,1905,is at hand,rela-
tive to 'honorary employees' in this Consulate.

Besides the list furnished every year with the December
quarterly returns there are no honorary employees employed or
retained in any way by us.

Herbert E.Clark is Ve Consul .He receives no salary.He comes
in whegnever papers must be sworn to,or in the temporary absence
of the Consul. Otherwise he does .nothing for the Consulate.Still
he 1s needed.

Jaffa Agency:-

..E4Hardegg is the Agent. He has served faithfullymany
years and is indespensible.He receives no salary. A great deal
of his time is spent in running to the custom house,the local
governor,to the police station,to help naturalized Jews whose
troubles are many,-who pay nothing,-who forget to be thankful.
The Ageney has two dragomans and two kawasses. None of these
four persons receive any salary. They frequently have to leave
thear wgzé‘when it is very ineonvenient for them to do so,1in
order to,some important Consular matter. One of the dragomans is
a prominent citizen.He is a physician,graduated at the American
College and Medicad School in Beirut,is highly respected in his
profession,and as a citizen. Because of his position as a doctor
he is on friendly terms with the local authorities,governor,
police,and customs,-and is able frequently abis to do the Amer-
iean interests as they come before the Consulate great service.,
He is of special service in cases of illness on shipboard,inva-
1id sailors,and the like. I do not see how his services can be
dispened with. We are particularly fortunate in having at our
command such a man. The other dragoman Mr Moussa(the other 1s
Dr.Ghoreyib) ,is the :zon of a former dragoman of the Consulate
who served it without compensation for many years.

The kawasses at Jaffa:-The Turkish authorities want them
dropped. They are necessary to the Consulate.They receive no
pay. They earn their living as boatmen. There are freq@bt dise
putes between the quarantine doctors and the boatmen as to the
boats starting before the proper time.The boatmen are arrested
and 1mprisoned. They pay a fine ansdl-gme discharged alicst lmme-
diately.This goes on constantly,although I presume the Department
will scarcely eredit it. The two American boatmen,kawasses,the
authorities cannot™arrest and fine,-hence they have repeatedly
demanded that they be dropped as kawasses. For twenty years we

have fought this and succeded till now in keeping them along.




This demand of the Turkish authorities comes up periodi-
cally. Sometimes I report it to the Legation and some times I get
along without doing so. The last time I reported it was April 10,
1905.

The work of carrying on the Agency at Jaffa is more im-
portant than can be realized at a distance. The coming and
going of ships,the arrival of hundreds and even thousands(so in
late years)of American touristis,the constant arrival of recruit
from New York to swell the army American naturalized Jews in
Jerusalem,-this class are sometimesfobbed,sometimes abused,their
passports and baggage taken from them,-requiring the interfer-
ence of the Consul,the scores of American Jews that live in
Jaffa or belong to the Jewish colonies in the neighborhood of
Jaffa,all of whom have to come to Jaffa for ‘their rights® if
they are in trouble as they always are,-the Jewish quarrels,the
court business,the legal papers that must be made out in the
Consulate(in order to be legal) when Jews buy and sell land,
the hundred and one interruptions,annoyances,and serious duties
that must be attended to at once,-seem’ to demand that the
Agency at Jaffa be raised to a Vice Consulate with a reasonable
salary attached.With all' these important,-and the majority of
them are important although disagreeable-,American interests at
stake it seems to me now and has seemed to me for a long time
that our Government belittles American interests by keeping the
place as a simpde agency,-witla penny of salsry 1o any of the
five men who are doing their work as they have done it for
many years,faithfully. : L

- -Iremain respectfully - -~"--
. Your obedient servant

oo Caticliannite -

American Consul.

MBMORANDUX

by the Consul General accompanying Consul Merrill's unnumbered
dispatech of July 8, 1908, regarding Honorary employes.

I EEEFEEEERERE ]

The services of the cohsulnr Agent and his employes at

Jarfa undoubtedly important and %o some extent exaoting.
But they are no more important than they are at Salonioca and
other points where Agencies have been estahlished.

Section 1696 of the Nevised Statutes prohihits an allow-
ance to any Viee Consulate or Consular Agency execept for sta-
tionery and poutug_o on official letters. Thaerefore,ralsing
the grade of the Aéenw %o a Viee Consulate would a’ford no
relief.

These..Agency employes are as & rule amply remuneratc
by fees. If the Consular Agent by receiving feés/'bn talken
out of the category of "honorary employes®, it meems diffi-
ocult to recognise any distinction between him and his sub-
ordinates, who are remunerated by fees.

In this connection I bheg to call the Department's at-
tention to my N® 373 of June 9th. bearing upon this question
and to renew the recommendations oontained therein.

Constantinople, July 14, 1908.
E S Bltiicvad™

Consul General.
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' American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,September 8,1905,

Selah Merrill, Consul,
To

Hon.Francis B.Loomis
Assistant §ecretary of State
- Washington

Subjeect.

Condition and Needs of the Jerusalem Consulate,
Reply to Dept Cire of June 24,1905,

Sunmary: -

Difficult post on account of nature of work re-
quired. At both Jerusalem and Jaffa Ageney a large part
of the work is caring for the great number of naturalized Amer=
ican Jews whose number is constantly being augmented. The
Turkish government not friendly %0 our Treaty and far from being
helpful to the Consul in his duties, Work at this Consulate
vastly inereased during the past twenty years while no addi=-
tional help has been provided to do it, Great need of a
speeial clerk.. A safe needed. Jaffa Ageney to be made a
vice consulate with a small salary. Viee Consul to be also
Deputy Consul. Certain items of eontingent expense.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,Semtpember 8,1905.

Hon.Franeis B,Loomis

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.-

In the Department®s Cireular of June 24,1905,entitled
Contingent Expenses For The Fiscal Year I1905-6 was a request
for a statement as to what was necesesary to enable this eonsulate
to do efficent work for the best interests of the public ser =
vice.I have therefore the honor to report as follows on the

Condition




condition and Needs of the Jerusalem Consulate,
Department Cireular June 24,1905,

Consul.

This is a difficult post and whoever occupies it must expect
to encounter many obstacles and must be willing %o do a great
deal of hard work. Taking care of ten or twelve hundred naturale
ized Jews,fifteen hundred to two thousand tourists,and a eonsid=
erable nunber of troublesome cranks as many documents on file in
the Department will show,to say nothing of many other duties,is
no easy task. -

Viee Consul,

He should be also Deputy Consul. Mr Clark the present Vice
Consul is obliged to be absent on account of his business several
times during the year and this frequently happens in the season
of travellers when he is most needed. There does not seem to be
any suitable person to take his place,-should that be thought of,

Dragomans or Interpretsrs,

Two are absolutely needed. Our second dragoman,Mr D.Feine
stein,is a Jew and his services are indispensable. He is reliable
and strictly honest. He knows the many *jargons® which our army
of naturalized Jews speak, He has a store and cannot be in our
office more than two or two and a half hours a day. He receives
from our 'Bovernment only $I00.00 a year, On such pay we have not

the face to ask him to spend more hours in the Consulate, He does
a great deal of clerical work in connection with our accounts,in-
voices,and other matters. Our First Dragoman,called *Interpre=-
ter®*, Mr Antoine Thos.Gelat,is able and thoroughly efficient. His
character and his services for the Consulate are known to the De-
partment. By his knowledge of the Turkish law and his wisdom in
dealing with Turkish offieials many matters are settled in Jerusas
lem whieh,under less skilful management,woulc flame up into se=-
rious and annoying controversies between the two Governments., He
is paid $I000,00 a year. '

Guards or Kawasses.

We have two., During the six months embracing the busy sea=-
son three kawasses are greatly needed. It is next to impossible
for two to do,at that time,the necessary work. One of them is on
duty in the Consulate every night and in ease one is sick the
work becomes hard., These are paid,each,$200.00 annually.

Jaffa Agency.

At the Agency five persons are employed and they are all
needed. See my Despateh to the Department,no number,July 55,1909,
on the needs and work at that post,and the reasons why it should
be raised to a Vice Consulship with a'small salary attached.
Sinee the present arrangement was made many years ago the Jaffa
Ageney has grown immensely in importance. The amount of work is
fifty fold greater than it was then. The Department oughkt to be
acquainted with the character of the work required at that post,




On aceount of the large number of naturalized American Jews are
riving at Jaffa and residing in its neighborhood the work of the
Agent is chiefly dealing with foreign officials who have no re-
spect tor the treaty rights of Americans and who do not hesitate
to invent ways to amnoy them., This the Department will under-
stand,is delicate and diffieult work,for a false move would ine
volve our Government with the Turkish Government in some serious
collision,

A Safe.

A Safe is greatly needed for the Consulate. We have some
important documents whieh should be cared for more carefully than
ig done at present., Moreover every year money,jewelry,and other
valuables are entrusted ta us and the best that we can now do is
to loek them up in the Consulate., Occasionally we have a consid=
erable amount of money belonging to some person deceased,which we
must keep. If it is said that in the case of travellers and resi-
dents we are not obliged to do this it would,on the other hand , be
very uneivil to refuse to do this favor.

Telegraph.

We use the telegraph as little as possible and from year to
year our bill for telegraphing is small. This will continue so
unless some special emergeney shduld arise.

Letters.

The Yumber of letters received making inquiries about busi=-
ness matters is large. I am obliged to answer all these letters
which I do faithfully. If I eould be authorized to decline to
answer about one half of these,because the questions become ab=
surd when asked in view of the conditions existing in this coun=
try,our postage bill would be lessened a few dollars each quarter.
The entire expense,however,seems small; still it is an item. If
without such authorization I decline to answer letters of that
class,I expose myself to complaints.

Writing Machines.

I have two machines,one in the Consulate and one in my pPri=-
vate residence,and both are my own. The only expense the Governe
ment has ineurred for writing machines is a few sheets of ecarbon
paper and half a dozen ribbons three of whiech have not yet been
used, I use and repair my machines myself, But were I t0 be ré-
moved from this offiee and a person appointed who does not own a
machine and does not know how to use one,the matter of eopying
all letters and doeuments by hand would come again into vogue 2as
was the case formerly,and this would throw much extra work upon
the Interpreters who,with all the work now required of them,would
scarcely be able to do it.

Rent,

This is very high as compared with Beirut and some other
cities with whiei I am acquainted. The present office 1s conve=
nient and eentral both for business and for travellers, It has
been the Ameriean Consulate for a large part of the time during




the last forty years. It is a stone building and we occupy the
gecond story and have entire control of the only entrance., It

is an old building and far from elegant. Some travellers do not
hesitate to criticise our present Consulate for its (in their
judgment) lack of modernness and smartness., But my observation
has shown me that the efficiency of a Consular Officer does not
depend upon the elegance of the apartments he occupies . Our
present Consulate is owned by the Armenian Convent and twice dur- .
ing the past six years they have been on the point of demanding
the building in order to pull it down and to erect a new one.
They may do this at anytime,-0f course with the formal legal no=
tiece. The Spanish have for a long time owned a consular building,
but for twenty or more years they have not occupied it as such.
The Russians own their own buildinge They have in fact a number
of buildings besides a large compound,but they are no example for
us sinee their national purposes are entirely different from our
own., Within a few years past the Germans have bought property so
that now they own their Consulate. This makes really but two out
of twelve governments represented here who own their consular
buildings. Personally,if my opinion may be expressed,l disapprove
of the plan of the Government owning its consulate for many
strong reasons.

Should we change our Consulate for another we should have to
pay more rent than we are now paying. The English,French,German,
Austrian,and Russian,have quite showy pbuildings,compared with
whieh ours is very humble.

Fuel and Lights.

During the year this 1s an jtem although not a large one. In
former years I paid for these expenses myself,but in recent years
it has been charged to Contingent Expense account. The natives of
the country have little fire,but foreigners ecannot get along with
out warming their rooms in some wWaYye One of the kawasses remains
in the Consulate all night and he cannot get along without light
and some fire, Further the kawass o1 guard must have a bed,and
bedding with its repairs and cleaning i1s also a small item of
expcnse,

Furniture.

All our furniture is plain,some of it very plain. Formerly
it was shamefully plain,but better was never allowed, From time
to time thig needs repairing or replacing whiech must be done.

Flags and Flagstaff.

Our flags are frequently torn by the strong winds especially
in the winter storms., We have also very gtrong winds all summer,
every afternoon, The flags are kept in repair at a small price.

Carriages.

During the year there are a number of oc¢easions when carri=-
ages have to be employed and there is no provision for this out-
lay under %contingent expenses®. These bills I pay with my own
funds, If a earriage is employed to meet a newly appoipted Con=
sul of some one of the governments represented here,or t0 make an




official vigit when,for example,the Russian Consul General orders
an 'official reception® on the occasion of the Czar's aceession
day,it is not the American Consul but his government that is
asked to pay these compliments to a friendly power,and it would
seem to be right for this expense 10 be charged to the government
instead of being borne by the Consul himself. I do not consider
it out of place for me to call serious attention %o this matter,

Special Clerk.

The work of this Consulate has inereased 80 much during the
past twenty years that a special clerk is greatly needed. The
Consul and two Interpreters have more writing than they can possi
bly do,with all the other work that demands their attention.
There is a great deal of indexing that ought to be done whieh at
present is neglected simply because we cannot do it.

When I visited the Cairo office last November I found let-
ters,documents,and papers arranged and indexed in a neat and use-
ful manner. But I was told that the expense for this work was
borne by a wealthy gentleman and was not borne by the Government,

A person who is a fairly good penman,a fairly good English
scholar,who knows short hand and typewriting,who would receive
say $600,00 a year,would be invaluable in this office., Had I
means I should hire such a person myself, But that is out of the
question, Sometimes there 1s a great pressure of writing when a
special elerk would be of the greatest service. Not infrequently
at such times,my wife comes to the office and spends half a day
upon eopying or the writing of letters as may be necessary, 1 do
not wish' to boast,but this very report has been written out on
the writing machine by my wife because from the pressure of other
duties I was not able to do it myself.

The Consul and the two Interpreters advise with each other
on most matters and work together in harmony. The Consul decides
all legal cases, He conducts all the correspondence except the
actual writing of letters in Arabic,Turkish,French,and Hebrew
(Jewish)., Official ealls are made by the Consul aceompanied by
Mr Gelat the first dragoman. Mr Feinstein interprets for the
Jews,prepares invoices, keeps the accounts,and does some of the
copying. Mr Gelat does the court business,attends to some of the
complaints,iooks after the Jews that are robbed or beaten,is the
general peacemaker (when that is possible) in all Jewish quarrels,
family,neighborhood,rent matters and taxes,overreachings,thefts,
wseounts not paid,fraudulent dealings of all kinds,houses,cis-
terns,drainage,protested bills,personal squabbles,&c.,&e.,without
end,and defends American citizens in the Turkish Court. His work
is the most annoying,the most trying,the most perplexing,the most
delicate,of the three divisions. Hundreds receive the benefit of
his eonstant,patient,and skilful labors., Some of these people
are grateful,while not a few seem to have little sense of grati=-
tude, For the most part our American Jews are t0oo poor to pay
for any services,but we cannot refuse to do these services for
them so long as they are reckoned as Ameriean citizens, -- This
last pemark touches the secret of more than half the labor and
worry attendant upon the carrying on of this Consulate., .




Fewer naturalized American Jews should be allowed to come here to
reside forever or more help should be provided to enable us to do
the ever inereasing amount of work. While the work is peculiar
and hard,everything in our power is done for the interests of
American citizens visiting Jerusalem or residing in this Consular
distriet. No Consulate takes greater pains to help its subjects
than does the American Consulate. And this work is carried on un-
der a government which does not like our Treaty by which we exist
here,and which is very far from being 400 willing to assist the
Consul in his special duties towards American eitizens, As to
expenses I do not see how 1t is possible to carry on this Consu-
late more economically than is done at present. The appropria-
tions should be larger and soon iust be or American interests
here will suffer.

The Growth of Consulates.

It seems t0 me that Congress which provides the money for
the support of the Consular service,does not realize that the re=-
sponsibilities of the Jerusalem Consulate and the work necessary
%o carry it on successfully have vastly inereased in the last
twenty years. The same should be said of the Jaffa Agency. The
salary of the Consul,first Dragoman,and each of the two Guards,
has been inereased,but in other respects everything remains as it
was many years ago when,to mention but one item,we had less than
two hundred naturalized American Jews to care for whereas now we
have more than twelve hundred.

Selah Merrill
Consul.
Jerusalem,Syria
September 8,1905,




That the whole matter of this Consulate and its Needs may be
before the eye at once I will ecopy from my unnumbered despatch
of July 5,1905,referred to above,what I reported relative to the
Jaffa Agency, ==

"Ja.f!‘a Ageney.

E.Hardegg is the Agent. He has served faithfully many years
and is indispensable. He reccives no salary. A great deal of
his time is spent in running to the custom house,the local gov=-
ernor,to the police station,to help naturalized Jews whose troub-
les are many,=who pay nothing,-who forget to be thanktul, The
Ageney has two dragomans and two kawasses, None of these four
persons receive any salary. They frequently have to leave their
work when it is ineconvenient for them to do so,in order to attend
to some important Consular matter. One of the dragomans is a
prominent citizen. He is a physician,graduated at the American
College and Medical School in Beirut, is highly respected in his
profession,and as a citizen. Because of his position as a doetor
he is on friendly terms with the local authorities,governor,po=
lice,and customs, and is frequently able to do American interests
as they come before the Consulate,great service, He is of spe=
cial serviece in cases of illness on shipboard,invalid sailors,and
the like. I do not see how his services can be dispensed with.
We are particularly fortunate in having at our command such a man.
The other dragoman,Mr Moussa, (the other is Dr.Ghoreyib) ,is the
son of a former dragoman of the Consulate who served it without
compensation for many years.

The kawasses at Jaffa: = The Turkish authorities want them
dropped. They are necessary to the Consulate, They receive no
pay. They earn their living as boatmen. There are frequent dise
putes between the quarantine doctors and the boatmen as to the
poats starting before the proper time., The boatmen are arrested
and imprisoned. They pay a fine and are diseharged aliost immedi-
ately., This goes on constantly,although I presume the Department
will scarcely eredit it. The two American boatmen (kawasses),
the authorities cannot arrest and fine, -hence they have repeat-
edly demanded that they be dropped as kawasses. For twenty years
we have fought this and succeeded till now in keeping them along.
Tiis demand of the Turkish authorities comes up periodically.
Sometimes I preport it to the Legation and sometimes I get along
without doing so. The last time I reported it was April I0,I905,

The work of earrying on the Agency at Jaffa is more impor-
tant than ean be realized at a distance. The coming and going of
ships,the arrival of hundreds and even thousands (so in late
years) of American tourists,the constant arrival of recruits from
New York to swell the army of American naturalized Jews in Jeru-
salem, -this class are sometimes robbed,sometimes abused,their
passports and baggage taken from them,- requiring the interfer-
ence of the Consul, the scores of American Jews that live in Jaf=-
fa or belong to the Jewish eolonies ir the neighborhood of Jaffa,
all of whom have to come to Jaffa for *their rights® if they are
in trouble as they always are,- the Jewish quarrels,the court
business,the legal papers that must be made out in the Cansulate
(in order to be legal) when Jews buy and sell land,the hundred




and one interruptions, annoyances,and serious duties that must be
attended to at once,- seems to demand that the Agency at Jaffa

be raised to a Viece Consulate with a reasonable salary attached.,

With all these important,- and the majority of them are important
although disagreeable=,American interests at stake it seems to me
now and has seemed to me for a long time that our Government be-
1ittles American interests by keeping the place as a simple Agene
oy,- without a penny of gsalary %0 any of the five men who are do=
ing their work as they have done it for many years faithfully. ”
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/ Jerusalem,Syria,September 18, 1905,
”

Hone Alvey A.Adee
State Departnent
washington,D.C.

Dear Mr Adee.

I trust you will pardon me if I ask you %o
give me your personal and friendly opinion relative to the following
matter.You know gomething of my position among Palestine scholars in
both England and America.Had I not learned pretty mueh all there 1is
1o be known of Jerusalem after residing here a number of years,I
should not be Selah Merrill. Still my time for study has been very
1imi ted;my time and gstrength are devoted saeredly,foremOSt and ale
ways,t0 my office duties, But I have gathered many facts which some
of my warm friends and eo-workers in this field,Sir Charles W.Wilson,
Sir Charles Warren,Prof.George Adam Smith,and many others,are urging
me to put into shape and have printed for the penefit of the world.
This I have done roughly and could ceomplete the work in a short time.
It is so far complete that I cadd tell accurately its character:-

The work will be brief,say I00 to I50 pages.(2)It is in no sense

a eriticismo$ a ther works. (3) The pronoun *I® does not oceur in the
text,(4) There is not a harsh eritieism or remark in the entire
wodrke (5)It begins with the approach of Tiuy A.D,70 and works bacx 10
remote times, (6)There is no reference to modern times,things, OT gov=
emments. (7) It is striectly some archaeological notes gollected

under the title ‘Ancient Jerusalem 0 == Certainly it can of fend
nobody,it ean harm nobody,=it is hoped that it may do somebody some
good. Trrough the kind ess of the friends just mentioned,espeeially
Wilson and Smith,three publishers have asked or offerred to print
what I may prepare.

This is the matter as bricfly as I can state ite

You know that I am in the service of the State Department and
have been for sme years, This,as You know,1s a diffieult post,but Iam
proud of my record.No consular officer has worked more faithfully than
I have for the interests of our Governmnent.Seores and hundreds of
travellers have expressed themselves strongly as to the benefit they
have received from me during their visit to Jerusalem.Be assured that
I do not wish topublish even the brief notes as described above with-
out your t-=11ing me if you think there ean be any objections to my
doing 80, N~




«=You Will not be offended Af I say that had Mr Hay lived I should
have addressed this letter,or some letter of this kind,direetly to
nim. He Mmew me and seemed interested in me,and once declared to

a friend of mkne that sMr Merrill had been a very faithful and
efficant of ficer °®.

-Let me add that the word sgonsul® will not appear on the title
page or in the text in any connection whatsoever,
I say this toyou since it is only a natural inference that I might
think 0 make ‘3apital out of my position as eonsul, I have no such{h.
I wish to avoid anything of the kind.

-1 shall be gratified if you will eonsider this letter as
enfidential, :
Your long experience in the public service will enable to know the
pulse of the Department without too much noise.

Yours sincerely
; Selah Merrill.
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American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,November 20,1905,

[ CHIEF CLERK )
= BEC
Selah Merrill, Consul, .25;

To

Hon .Robert Bacon “»4
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject

Forwarding marriage certificates Benjamin Leon and
Zivjah Kaufman,-also of Asher Shap¥ro and Feiga Klein.




CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

Consular Office of the Wnited States of Amevicy,
" , "2/ E 1905

5 ot Mot | el o) the Vondled Tates

% /Maﬁrn  do hewely cerlyfy that, on. the— /-Z,,af —day 0/4%.@.,
A G 1908, at- i i e i W a/%um‘én_"
L : A o aywﬁ b7 < Rt _years, lorr tr LdM ﬂ"%‘"—
el erstt sabebniy 40 /M&w G %"‘7;( : Ww,ié‘%}j
: ﬂ—éﬁv SRS T s

aged /6 i Jz/m/m torn en—— S ., and now reding tnlpgpex

é ., ttere ewu[za’ en marrage before me, and tn my foresence, by

@&«W who ¢ authorezed b /y the law's 0/ j,‘;é? ik

lo /zme/mm sueh a ceremony.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF <4 faue fherewnte subscreted my name and (1//" hwed the seal

(./' ny 0//{m al. ébénu& |, s -Z/ = ,,a’ay
of. G 1908, ana’a/lﬁe Mﬁmn’mw of the

Vbonted Aales the ﬂ‘-l- W acd %é_‘

Fee one dollar. To he issued in duplicate.




CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE.

@Consular Office of the Wnited States of Dmericy,
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pid m Vonsited Rates

at /ma/zm/ o fovely contyly that, on this— JEALL—_day of M

A G 1908, at _in the ety 4/7@4.44//
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aged SO years, bown in— SR Lo DAL S W,/W in

2sgsaloces were undted 'n marviage lefore me, and in my fovesence, by
A % (onion w/&/)( . who @ authorized by the lauis of JM? il

lo /N)/mfm sueh a ceremony.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF < fiarile herennto subiseribed my nane and r%.m(/ the m/
(y 1y z//fce al 4@4 L s L £ *a/a/z'/

of W A G 1965, Wza/m Sndeprendence of the
Dtnrted Fates the 8L ALW!A’ (eed. M%‘

/(: /*.0 W
= W St Mof the United States of America.
=




CONSTULAR EUREAU,
NOLTmD.

American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,November 20,1905.

Hon.Robert Bacon
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

Inclosed please find two marriage certificates ,-
1.Benjamin Leon and Zivjah Kaufman aged respectively 16 & 16
years,marriged August 21,1905,and
2.Asher Shapiro and Feiga Klein,aged 21 & 16 respectively,mar =-
ried Sepetmber 11,1905.
The parties were born in,respectively,Prague,Jerusalem,New York,
and Hungary.

1 remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

SLtat i

American Consul.
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No0.103 American Consulate

Jerusalem,Syria,November 22,1905.
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Selah Merrill,ConSﬁI

>aﬁ
- e O}" 4

Hon .Robert Bacon
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Subject.
l.Conatradictory statements of Isaac M.Roth as to his
residence in America.
2.Doubtful case of Mayer Rosin
3 .Peculiar conditions in Jerusalem not covered by Departmerd
Circular of March 27,1899,




No.1Cd. American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,November 22,1905.

Hon.Robert Bacon
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

Referring to Department’s despateh No.83,August 12,1905,
also to my despatch No.100,July 3,1905,relative to naturali -
zation of Isaac M.Roth,I wish to put on record the following
faets:e-

In application for passport Roth declares that he'resided
uninterruptedly in the United States from August 1891 to 1903.'
His wife was never in America.

His son David was born in Jerusalem in 1897.

II.
Case 'of Mayer Rosin.

Has passport from Eéte Department dated March 7,1903,
and numbered 66999 .-We havl him severl times for his citizen
paper but he has never presented it. Says that he lcst it.
Those who know him assert that he was never away from Jerusalem
long enough to secure American ci izenship. We know positively
thgt in 1901 this man was here,that he had a lawsuit in the
Russian consulate with an Austrian subject,that he was then a
Russian subject and so protected by the Russian consulaﬁj}and
that he bears An American passport dated as above.

111,
The Despatch above referred to states that *the Department
has nothing to add to the Circular of Instructions of March 27,
1899* . But I do not find that those instructions apply to Jerue
lem.The conditions here as I —have many times reported,are pe-
culiar. We have a lage and eonstantly inereasing number of nate
uralized American‘uews.They are beecoming a burden and a menace
to our Government.Jews go from Russia to New York,get their pa-
Pers by proper or improper means,come t0 Jerusalem to reside
permanently.l am aware that if such persons apply for renewal of
their passports their status is examined with falr prospect of
refusal. Our Jews arc keen.They know we cannot compel them to ap-
Ply for new passports.Hence they never apply for renewal of pass
ports.These people have lived here anywhere from two to forty
years. We are obliged to proteet them.If this thing is not ehech&
the Government will be oblizcd to establish here a special court
with all the outfit,p:licc,petty and supreme judges,prisons,kc.
4 rewalin respectiully /
Your obedient servant:ié&{ i
o wlab M tl

(Crreerec Pon C':wa,..,(




If the threatened evilaset forth in Mr. Merrill's No. 100
were as serious as he represents ‘them to be, the proper course
for the Bepartment to pursue would be to order a special and
thorough investigation hy some competent person in order to
ascertain wha.tﬂthe best course for the government to pursue g
wortbdvaaq but I believe Mr. Merrill magnifies the difficult-
les, quite naturally, no doubt, as they probably appear to
him larger than they would appear to one not so frequently xm
vexed by them,sattada. Mr. Dickinson, Consul General at
Constantinople, has investigated the Jerusalem conditions, and
when he comes to this country it would be well to take his

views on the sub ject. At present, therefore, the best course

would seem to be to treat w individual cases in the usual

WRET

way, And as a rew Qo Hr'. Mer‘rill's No. 105, I sugrest the

appended drw ‘\() % (;

.. /J/v %




To Jerusalem.

The Department has received your No. 103 of December 22,
1905, relative to the protection of certain persons claiming

American citizenship in your District. If your investigation

shows that Isaac M. Roth was not in the United States when he

claims to have been and was unlawfully naturalized he should
not recelve your protection. With reference to Mayer Rosin,
I enclose a copy of the applicatibn upon which passport No.
66999 was 1ssued in his favor by the Pepartment March 7, 19203,
As you state that you know positively that he was in Jerusalem
in 1901, two years before his naturalization, and was then
protected as a Russlan subject, he should not be protected fa;;“2¢
bl nain~Ql Ale el obentow,
In cases of this character 1t is desirable that you
should obtaln evidence in the shape of affidavits from credi-
persons having personal knowledge aﬁgtggcumentary proof
transmit the same to this Department, to be submitted to

proper legal authorities for appropriate action.

ane AU
111
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Americean Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,Dreember 28,1905,
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Selah Merrill, Consul,
To

Hon.Robert Bacon
Assistant Secretary of State

Subject

Cipher Codes:-Reply to Circular November 16,1905,




Ameriean Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,December 25,1905,

Hon,Robert Bacon
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,

Sir.

Your eireular *Cipher Codes *,November 16,1905, is
at hand and I would reply as follows: =

1.We have in this Consulate the * Cipher * sent to this
office by Minister Horaee Maynard December 26,1876,accompanied by
a letter of instructions as to the use of the same,

2.' Western Union Telegraphie Code and International Cable
Directory of theWorld *, Received and acknowledgmed in despateh,
no number,February 20,1908,

3.'The Cipher of the Department of State *,Acknowledged
August 22,1904,

NOTE:-The *Slater Code * ,according to cireular of January
8,1900,vas burned as reported in despatech February 3,1900,

Besides Nos.1,2,and 3,,s deseribed we have nothing.

I remain respeefully
Your obedient servant

) el b Mernitl

Ameriean Consul,
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American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,Fet ruary 8,1906.

Selah Merrill, Consul,
To
Hon.Robert Bacon

Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Wy
o

Y,
Subject v

Marriage Certificate,January 12,1906,A.G.Murray to
Emma Barton.




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,February 8,1906.

Hon.Robert Bacan
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington

Sir.

Inclosed pease find marriage certificate of Mr.A.G.
Murray,aged 21,born in Canada,and Miss Emma Barton,aged 28,born
in Illinois. Married in Jaffa,January 12,1906.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant




ed States of America, /

and now! residing cn.

aged le “years, 4

//é : (L4 . tere wnded en marriage before me, and en vy foresence, by
. o ¢ uat/w%ée?/ 4// the taws // : M

2
lo //(»,)4 0 77e J’(("é a cererdginy.

IN WITNESS WHERE, 4 4 A my name and a//’l’,.}'ﬂ(/ the deal
o 2 day

(/ once of the

States of America.

Fee one dollar. To be issned in duplicate.
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|Jerusalem,Syria,February 12,1906.

Selah Merrill, Consul,
To
Hon .Robert Bacon ,

Assistant Seeretary of State
Washingten

Subjeet

Leave of absence,fifty days,granted to Hervert E.Clark,
Vice Consul




American Consulate,
Jerusalem,Syria,February 12,1906,

Hon .Robert Bacon
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

-

Sir.

Vice Consul Herbert E.Clark has requested leave
of absence for a certain period,which he alleges is necessary
on account of his business interests. He leaves to day,Februay
12,and intends to return during the first week in April. This
request 1 have granted according to the practice of previous
years.The time of his absence will be,as he states,under fifty
days .

I remain respec{fully
Your obedient servant

Cﬂ<€:)£¥ka/£L f/¢22/1114;f31,,

American Consu




American Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,March 9,1906.

(cmEF Ltnx
APR

| 0

1

To
Hon .Robert Bacon 20

Assistant Secretary of State
Wwshington

Subject

Interests of the Consular Service:Salary of the
Jerusalem Consulate.




American Consulate
Jerusalem, Syria,March 9,1906.

Hon.Robert Baecon
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington.

Sir.

Sone one has sent me recently a copy of the Boston
Trans eript,with a marked article on the new elassification of
Consuls.Jerusalem is put in the eighth class,$3.000., For the
good of the Consular Service allow me to lay before you the fol=-
loing considerations. It is in the intersts of the Jerusalem
Consulate and not of myself personally that I write these facts.
The regulations prohibit me from appealing direct to any Senator
or Congressman in this matter,-my appeal is to the Department
to lay the matter before the law makers. The Department knows
that I have never asked for promotion,=for mcre salary,=for a
better house,-and I have never appﬁ\ghed to any Senator or Cone
gressman or to any other persan t0 . exercise influence for me
at Washington. Several very prominent Americans have offerred
to do me services of this kind,but I have never asked them to
do so. .

Jerusalem is really degraded below Beirut and below Smyrna,
Smyrna being raised$l,000and Beirut $2.500 .

Cost of house rent:-in Jerusalem house rent is one third
higher than in Beirut.

Cost of living;-in Jerusalem the cost is more than one thim
higher than in Beirut .-This is the testimony of the British
Consul here,my colleague,who spent many years in Beirut.

Care of Travellers;-If therc are 1,600 Americans they all
have a claim on the Consul. No# 300 of these 1,600 visit Beirut,
and only a portion of those have anything to do with the Consul .
For example,-Clark’s Steamers(one is now here with 630 Americans
on board) never touch at Reirut .

Care o} naturalized citizens and others;-Our naturalized
citizens are Russian Jews who here »as 1n America,are Mmerican
citizens. Naturalized citizens in Syria are Syrians who,the mo-
ment they returmn to Syria,revert to their former condition as
Turksih subjects.Everything pertaining to an American eitizen
must come befcre the Consul. The Department knows what a burden
this elass has become.

Hard worky;-I have reason for saying that with the execption
of Constantinople there is more work ydifficult and delicate
work,done in this Consulate than in any other in Turkey and thils
includes the Cairo Consulate. .

It seems +to me that our lawmakers have not co prehended tle
situation.The classification is based on conditions and espee
clally work,which existed fifteen years or more ago.3ince then
work has inereased in this Consulate ten fold.We need an extra
kaw:§,s,an extra clerk,and a paid Vice Consul at Jaffa,as I laid

efore the Department in letters of Sept .S 03,and Feb.10,1906.
T submit th;.% these matters should Be hi&%e?’ore the lawmakers

befere the bill becomes a lawand I trust that I am clearly within
my right in laying them before the Department.

I remain respectfully Your obedient servant&w A v
Al crericad
e




American Consulate
Jerusalem, Syria,March 22,1906,

Subject:
Consul asks leave of absence,poszibly to visit the
United States. ‘

The Honorable
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

I would hereby respectfully ask for leave of
absence from my post for a period of sixty and probably for
ninety days.Some to me important business matters have come

Selm 5 .
up which, 10 demand my presence at my home in America.
It is yet too early for me to know what action the Departe
ment has taken relative to the serious matter which I
brought before it in my unnumbered despatch of February 10,
1906,but should anything be done the English Consul here
would''sign papers for me .Nhoever acted in my place would
have little to do for our efficient Secretary Mr Gelat
would do all the work.Mr Gelat is the person whom I should
like te place in charge during my ati#sence ;everything would
be done properly and I should have no anxieties from intern
al or external sources.

I remdn respectfully
Your obt'die™nt servant

KLl Aot

Consul
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No.108.

Subject:Return Vice Consul from leave of abséggg.

The Honorable
Assistant Secretlry of State
.-~ Washington,D.C,

Sir.

I hereby inform you thatVice Consul Herbert E.Clark
granted leave of absence as per despatech No.105,February 12,
1906, returned to Jerusalem on the 9th of April,making
fifty six days absence.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

Aelart tlon it

Consul
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Anerican Consulate
Jerusalem,Syria,May 21,1906. C7/

Subject:-Vice Consul Herbert E.Clark’s reply to

letter of State Department April 20,1906,
Use df his name in business.

The Honorable

Assistant Secretary of State |

Washington,D.C (jw/’

7

Sir.

Inclosed hercwith is Vice Consul Herbert E.Clark's
reply-"to Department’s letter of April 20,1906 relative to use

of his official name in business. -His letter is dated
May 20,1906,

Let us suppose that his statement of his relation to his
brother is correct,the public do not unddstand it but
fully believe that they are cocming here under the protection
and care of the American Vice Consul.I have told Mr Clark

this and a little attention on his part would have corrected
the matter long since.

I remain respectfully
Your obedient servant

S hbid Al

Consul
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American Consulate

Jerusalem, Syria,May 25,1906,

Subject: Consul’s leave of absence:ur-ent information wantsi.

The Honorable

- 6‘&‘
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C. |

My leave of absence dated April 28 reached me yester-
day.I at once notified Mr Clark,Vice Consul,to whom I had
some time since menticned that I expected to go away. He has
to day sent me a letter saying that his business demands his
presence in Eurvpe for two months,namely,July and August.

Mr Clark has already had one leave of 56 days thils year,see
Despatch No.108,April 15,1906.You are aware that since I have
been in charge of this post I have been absent very little;
now it seems absolutely necessary for me to gC as stated in
Despatch No.107,March 22,1908. I wanted to get away during
the month of June;now I feel that I cannot leave without
further instruetions from the Department.This will delay my
departure t1l11 after the first of July;between July I st and
October Ist I could go and return as propo sed .

Whoever is in charge of the office will not have the work
to do for that will all be done by Mr Gelat and Mr Feinstein.

Shall I grant Mr Clark’s request?

May I be allowed to name Mr Gelat to act for me ?

Even now the Department knows that once or twice each
year I have to ask Mr John Dicksaon my English colleague to
sign papers for meand,if authorized,he would be willing to
sign any papers for me during my absence.

My leave was 26 days on the way and as this is an emer-
gency letter I shall send it direct and not thraush Constane
tinople,-for to day our quickepst mail via Brindisi is
leaving. Nor is there time for a reply by mail,therefore I
would request an answer by telegram,-at my expense.

Allow me to refer again to unnumbered Despatch of February
10,1906,where I expressed solicitude,on account of family
and other associations,as to the security of consular matters
if left in certain hands.

I remain respectfully

Your obedient servant

Consul

Sir.
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Ameriecan Consulate

Jerusalem,Syria,Junel6, 1906,

Subject:-Reply to Mr.Clark®s letter of April 19,1

1} '

The Honorable \; .
Assistant Secretary of State ”
nuhingtOn,D.C.\sx\
Sir:- S

Your number 89 of May 14,1906 eontaining lette
of Mr.Frank C,Clark of April 19,4906,is at hand and the follow
ing my reply,

Pirsg,.= Mr.Clark®s letter was a surprise to me for in all
our lorg aequaintance since he was a lad we have never had a
quarrel,a diffieculty,or a misunderstanding of any kind. I never
dreamed that during all these years he was harbosing resentment
towards me. Besides being friendly to him I have done him innue-
merable acts of kindness some of which are mentioned later. My
surprise is so great that I cannot even now bring myself to
think that the letter was prompted by Mr.Clark himself but that
it is due to Jerusalem influences with whiech his brother and his
brother®s wife are t00 elosely allied,-not only closely allied bd
dangerously so for Mr.Clarks reputation amd business,

Second,the Arm Incident ,Page 3,

If Mr Clark believed this statement why did not he ask me ¢
it was true? This is what happened:-A woman,name and date I do
not know,came to me with her arm in a sligg,saying that she had
been injured and asking what she should do for redress, I replied
in these words;-® When you see Mr.Clark I advise you to lay all
the eircumstances before him for I believe he will do everything
that is proper and honorable in the matter?, Every item in the
last three lines of that paragraph is absolutely false.

Third,the Celtie Incident,1802, Page 2
Every statement between the words °*Consul Merrill ® 6th

line and the words ‘although the passengers * 15th line yand be-
tween the word *masrepresentation ® 16 th line amd the word *rep-
utation® 19 th line,is absolutely and malieiously false,

What happened was this:- I wished to notiece offiecially the large
number 0f Amerieans arriving by this steamer and also to com-
Plimemt Mr.Clark,and my wife wished to see the steamer.We went




® &

t0 Jaffa with this object in view and this only,Neither of the
Clark®s had invited me to visit the steamer,neither of them had
offerred to give m a boat for for that purpose, This formale
ity I did not think of , Mr.Clark now says that I ‘*had the ef-
frontery to board his ship °, If he thought this he eoncealed his
feelings for he appeared to give me a cordial welecome, My
predecessor was on board,namely Mr.Wallace,and he with Mr.Clark
introduced me t0 many people. The Celtie lay about one and a
half miles from the landing and was reached by boats.,I hired my
own hoat, I asked the Consular Agent Mr.Hardegg to aceompany me,
1 asked the Interpreter and Dragoman of the Consulate to go with
me.I had with me one kawass from my o ffiee in Jerusalem with his
official dress,also one kawass from the Jaffa office.l made my
official visit,was warmly received,and came away feeling that my
ffort in giving an offiecial welecome to these Amerieans was the
roper thing. To this act of courtesy Mr.Clark gives,as just
quoted ,another name,

After the Celtic left I wrote to the Department,Mareh 17,
1902,what I considered a very complimentary report of its visit
partly because I thought it would please Mr.Clark.Arong other
things I spoke of the steps taken by myself t0 insure the come
fort of Mr.Clark®*s people,as follows:=

* This Consulate did all that was in its power to do
for their eonvenience and comfort,(I) We waited upon the Governor
and obtained a special detail of poliecemen with special of ficers
to serve for the ocscagion, (2)We called the drivers together and
warned them that they would be held responsible for any aceident,
This was very necessary a8 the native drivers have no other idea
of driving than to hold the reins and lash their horses into a
gallop,ani there is no' other way %0 restrain these Jehus than th
threaten them in a body. (3) We sent word tothe sheikhs of the
neighboring villages where viecious boys are known to live,the
Mount of Olives,Bethany,Silwan(Siloam),Neby Daoud (Prophet David),
that they should not molest the travellers. (4) We requested the
police to send away from the city,or to nave them under striet
surveillance,any men Or boys that were known to be pickpockets
or thieves., (5) As the trains arrive in the evening and the
streets are not lighted we arranged that the station should be
lichted and also the road to the city one mile distant. (6) We
requested the chief of the munieipality as there had been no rain
and the dust was very uncomfortable,to have the streets watered
during the stay of the party. Thus at considerable trouble and
some expense we were able t0 make this distinguished company of
Ameriean tourists far more comfortable than they otherwise would
have been, No one asked us to do this,it was voluntary of my
part,and no ome on the steamer including the Clarks who were
both on the steamer,knew what had been done or the pains I had
taken, °*, What more eould I have done to show my friendliness
Stowards Mr.Clark and my willingness t0 help him?--The other
charges in this paragraph I have already characterized. If this
is teffrontery * I do not know his stamdard for estimating
hunan agetions,

Fourth;Sunday Sehool Convention,Page 2and 3.
Mr.Herbert Clark (in Jerusalem) told me repeatedly that his
brother contracted for the steamer am the Sunday School were t0
furnish the passengers.-Anyway the S,S,Committee did not write
t0 me nor did I write to them.There was no eommunication what-

ever between us. Therefore the eharge that I shought to influence
the Committee is pure fietion. Moreover,and this is t0 be conside-
ered,the steamer was contracted for and half its 1load of passen-
gers engaged before I learned that sueh a Convention was to be
held.I wrote to two personal friends,one of whom was delicate,
who asked me about eoming,stating that if they wished to derive
the greatest benefit from a journey to Palestine they should not
come with a crowd. '
To the following ma tter special attention is ecalled:e

When I learned from my friends that ,523- Convention was to be
held I trembled for the result., Some years,if was proposed to hod
a Convention(not Sunday School) in Jerusalem and Minister Angell
at Constantinople opposed it strongly on aeceount of the feelings
of the Turks.That proposed Convention was no heid, I felt sure
that in this case the undertakeing was most hazardous. Mr.Clark
never knew nor does he yet know what an anxious time it was for
me.The se matters could not be talked about publicly. We saw the
Governor who after consideration politely but €00lly acquiesed,
His manner mneant a great deal. One word from him and the thing
would have been blocked, That fatal word was alinost spoken in a
letter which we received the night or the night but one before
the Convention opened. It required great diplomatic skill to get
matters smoothed so that the Convention eould g9 on. Mr.Clark
owes the Consul everlasting gratitude for what was done at that
eritical juneture. In view of the conditions which I faced at
that moment it is cruel aml wicked of Mr.Clark to talk about
* eontinuous hostility o, --After the Convention was over
orders came from Constantinople to the GOvernor hepe that sueh a
thing was never to be allowed again,

We took the usual and necessary steps as in case of the
Celtie to insure the comfort and safety of Mr Clark and his ped=
Ple beczuse of our interest in him and in them, This was all
voluntary on my part;Mr Clark did not request it;he was innoecent
as possible of any knowledge of these eonditions and of the deli-
cate conditions just mentioned;very few in that great company
knew of the anxiety the Consul had had on their accomt or the
efforts he had mide for tiieir comfort and safety. After the Con-
vention I wrote what I considered an excellent report of it and
sent to the Department ,May 3d 1904, At the close I said,=*Con=-
sidering all the eircumstances it is a matter for thankfiulness
that the vigit of 50 many people to this eity tupned out so
suscessfully under the effieient management of Messrs Frank and
Herbert Clark, *

In regard to the coming of this Convention the commit tee
acted in a strange manner,They ignored the people of Jerusalem
entirely.fne English Bisiop,the clergymen,the missionary workers
and teachers,the consuls,every one who would naturally take an
interest in the affair were treated as if they did not exist,

It was a wholesale slight. Consequently there was no plan,no ore
ganization,no comittee,no reception,=ne«rly a tuousand people
landed here,-a bewildered multitude having only a vague idea of a
Conwention,These faets illustpate and emphdsise my statement

that the many things whieh I did for them I did voluntarily,

Fifth. The two p<ragraphs on Page I,beginninz *durine the
years®,and *T am reliably informed®,13 lines in all,mean,if they
mean anything,that I sceept favors and give servieces in return,

The purpose of the charge is malieious, FOr a man in Mr.Cl.rk's
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position to complain to %he State Department at Washington
about where Consul Merrill boards,what room he occupies,what
price he pays,is childish, Since being in Jerusalem I have lived
at two hotels,the Mediterranean and the Grand New neither of
which is or ever was ®leised by Thomas Cook & Son®as asserted,
They were leased by their respective landlords, From the outset
my arrangements have been made with the landlords witnhout any rec¢
erence to the Cooks,=the same as though the Cooks did not exist,
I never even spoke to the Cooks about hotel,rooms,price,0r any-
thing of that kind, Mr Clark must be desperate to resort to

such falsehoods. Both the landlords referred to took Cook®s peop
ple but they have and always have had a great many guests We-
sides., From the comnencement of my eonsulare® career I have never
accepted any favor of drazoman,shopkeeper,tourist agent OF GOm=-
pany,hotel ,or anybody else. I honor myself for making this rule
at the outset,even putting it in writing ,and adhering to it ,

I am not indifferent to this matter and I wish to state it stong-

ly and to put'"On record here. My public and my privcte life have
been entirely free from the viece of accepting favors.I cannot
see what Mr.Clark hopes to zain by induzlging in charges Of that

kind.

Sixth.British Interests.Pages I and 8.

Mr.Clark charges that I favor British instead of American
interests.This is based on another charge equally false,namely,
that I do not favor himeIn general I wish to say that he little
knows the persoanl efforts I have made and make every year to
introduce Anerican goods and the like.As to his charge the infere
ence is that in his opinion his interests .are the only Amerised
interests that I should 1look after. There are hundreds and
thousands of Americans visiting this eountry who have nothing
to do with Mr.Clark,large numbers of whom never heard Of him,
and arekihe interests of these Americans t0 be eonsidered as
well as his individual interests? Mr.Clark 1is engaged in a
private business and is bidding for patronage;but he makes a
mistake if he premmes that ®American interests® are centered
only in his personal affairgs.

If Mr Clark is so zealous for American interests as against
British interests how does it happen that he himseIf is so de-
voted to German interests ? There is a German here whe has a
store where goods for travellers are sold. The German Consul in-
forms me that this man is recorded in the German Consulate as a
German subject and that his store and all that it contains is
likewise recorded in the German Consulate as German propertiy.
This last season there was suspended in Mr Clark's office over
the desk-counter in the face of everybody who came io the desk,
a notice advising all his passengers to patronize said German
store. The notice is signed as follows:=' p.p.Frank C.Clark,
Herbert E.Clark Manager '. -This signature is in the hand writig
of Herbert E.Clark.

Seventh:-Mr.Clark reminded of favors from myself
whieh show uninterrupted friendship and assistance
instead of ‘*eontinuous hostility o, X

Mr.,Clark says that he had been in the tourist business
elevexf“i thought it was a longer period,but never mind., Eleven
years takeg matters back to 1898, Mr.Clark says,Page 2,° In every
instance our Consul has taken advantage of his offieial position
to work agpinst me *, Again,Page 2,6th line from bottom,- *Thisg
hostility has been continuous * .- But I did not arrive in Jeru=-
l:;:m till the early summer of 1898,and Mr.Clark®s career, as he
s es,began in 1895,s80 he a n i é
favor to E:gin with, éur '::ntiguozzr}yaig‘riie:::r;?inizl:Ze '
mean,if they mean anything,beginning with 1895, I should really
like to mow at what puint ,in Mr.Clark®s mind, my allegged
* hostility * began,

Consider these facts:=-

' (d). Ik 1896 some of my relatives and personal friends
wished t0 visit Palestine and asked me t0 g0 with them,and as I
o6ould not do this I turned over the party to Mr.Cla ke

. (2)s In the autumn of 1897 I did considerable work solieci-
ting patrons for Mr.Clark,

(3). In 1899 I wrote from Jerusalem over one hundred personal
letters to friends and prominent people soeciliciting them to be=
qome patrons of Mr.Clark, Some of these people I afterwards saw
in Jerusalem in Mr .Clark®s eare.

4). In 1902 my special serviees to his people were largely
persomal to himself,and the many things I did for him in con-
nection with the Celtie including my report to the Department
I ave fully explained under NO.3, ;

(5). In 1904,the year ofthe S.S.Convention,seeabove under
No.4,my personal serviee for Mr.Clark was all that any body could
as k Or expect,and my mention of him in my offieial report to
Washfingtor was highl y eommendatory, Thinking it would please Mr.
Clark and gratify the Amerieans with him,Mrs Merrill made a re-
eept ion for them and between 400 and 500 of them paid their re-
specte to the Consul and his wife. This e0st us a fifie sum which
our limited means hardly justified,and one would naturally think
that Me.Clark would have been pleased with the eompliment and
been grat eful for it,

(6) .~Let me 100k back beyond the year 1895; has Mr.Clark
forgotten that it was I myself who made him Viece Consul?

(7)o Let me 100k still farther bacék when Mr.Clark was a
lad,yhen he,his brtoher,sister and mother were in mortal terror
0f his step-father,inhumanly unkind and eruel,-hag he forgotten
how I befriended his mother in those dark days and assured her
over aml over again that she and her children would be defended
and protected from harm? Has he forgotten how my eordial and so
far as I was able my helpful interest in his mother continued
through all her years of trouble till her death last year ?

Have "these acts covering more than twenty years any signifi-
cance ?The Department can judge .Mr.Clark®’s mind has been poi-
soned somehow and this letter,if he reads it,may make him reale
ize how eruelly and wickedly he has treated a 1ipQ lomg friend.

I remain respectfully
-Your obedient servant Zai
oy N Ca b er 2t
Consul. T

—
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State Department,
Washington,D.C.

No reply telegram or letter physiciens urge immediate absernce xammkxkm
consulate specialist London is permission granted,

Merill,

Deciphered by the Chief Clerk's Office,
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Ameriéan Consulate
Jerusalem, Syria,July 5.1906.

Subject:- Informaticn wanted re use of stamps on
documents .

The Honorable
Assistant Secretary of State
Washington,D.C.

Sir.

The circular Official Fee Stamps,June 1,1906,
is hereby acknowledged and also $475,00 worth of stamps as per
receipt inclosed to Chief of Bureau of Accounts.

We have two lists of fees,-official and notarial.
Circular page one says that stamps are to be affixed to every
documgnt'’ * for which a fee is prescribed *,-which means which
is mentioned in the two lists. We do several things for which
we receive pay and we call all this work notarial whether the
item is mentioned under *notarial® services or not. These sums
we have always reported to the Department. As the Cireular reads
the Consul is to affix a stapp(furnished by the Department) only
to such acts as are ‘'prescribed* «.Therefore,-
1. I have been doing wrong in repcrting these other ser-
vices as_notarial aets.
2. The Department does not wish me to affix a stamp to any
such document.
For example,take what we call *Mosque Orders*. We prepare
,"o them, they are signed by the Governor,returned t¢ us,and when
;‘: pA needed we call at the Court House,present the paper and obtain
‘VJ;*'a guard,-a Turkish guard.The paper does not g0 to the person
; who visits the Mosque,it remains in the hands of the Government.
The Governor does not require a stamp,he knows and cares nothing
about it. The same is true of what we call Teskerehs.
A This creates a third sambbs-class which we have always
;k g called “fees" but which it seems are not to be reckoq@d as such.
% Is this correct?
I mention this matter that there may bte no misunderstanding.
2.In a few cases,where the party is very poor and not able
to pay the requjired fee, we have always reditted it.
Is this toﬁgodtin‘ucd ?

I remain respectfully
Your obdient servant

American Consul.
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American Consulate 2
Jerusalem,Syria,July 7,1906.

Subject:-re details of leave of absence.

The Honorable S
AssiStant Secretary of State

Washington,D.C.

Sir.

1 have this day received telegram signed
Willson,-"leave granted may ask British Consul act if Clark
absent *. v

I1.My leave proper dated April 28 was received May 23 d,
and I intended to go at once to London to consult’'a specialist
with reference to my throat.The ghysicians whom I consulgted
all urged this,-during the winter and spring,but it did not seem
possible for me to get away.

2.When my leave arrived the Ve Consul said he must be away
during July,August and September.He ‘must attend ,Ahis brother’s
business®'. 1 wrote a specil letter,'urgent’,and sent direct as
this was a matter of detaid,the original request having passed
through Constantinople,and our quick mail was leaving that night.
This was on the 25 th of May.

3.1 waited for a reply till the 25 th of Jswne when I tel-
graphed to the Department,-*awaiting telegram instructions
absence’ .

4.As no reply was received I telegraphed again on July 4th,.
*no reply to telegram or letter.Physicians urge immediate absence
consult specialist London. Is permission granted *. Reply came
as mentioned in first paragraph above.

S5.When I applied for leave March 22nd I did not state the
trouble I had with my throat. Although I am stirong and in per-
fect health otherwise I have been troubled with laryngitis for
months. Of four able physicians consulted one knows as much the
others about it,and all advise special treatment. Please see
Inclosures One and Two.The necessity for a leave was very great,
but the difficultiesthat I have encountered since May 23 d
seemed insurmountable and discouzaging. I did ndlfeel like going
without the fullestpermission. The delay was whelly out of cone
sideration for the Ve Consul and has cost me(for I intend to
repay the Departiment the telegram received on the 7th): not far
fran twenty three dollars.

6.My colleague Mr Rafael de Casares,Spanish Consul here,
has consented to act for me during my absence. He a fine lagyer,
an ardent admirer of America,and a personal friend.3ignature

lnclosed laclosure Three. He js also a master of English.




7.Had 1 received no telegram I intentded to take advantage
of the emergency paragraph of the Regulations 466 and go to
London for the purpose named,-leaving the Consulate in good -.F
hands. :

8. I would like the Department to know that it is cbstoma!\)
here,in cases of emegency,for the Consul to put the charge of é}
their office into the hands of the Interpreter or Dragoman, tempo-
rarily. The Governor always gives consent willingly.

9. It will be noticed that the Spanish Consul 1is named
instead of the English Consul as 1 propcsed in my letter.
I have the sad news to report that since 1 applied for my leave
my colleague,friend,and co-workerqf in an advisory way of many
years ,John Dickson Esquire,H.B.M.Consul for Jerusalem and Pales
tine,has died.His death is a great loss to this city.

I remin respectfully
Your obedient servant

Auerican Consul

-As soon as I reach London and receive the specialist’s
report I shall notify the Department.
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English Mission Hospital

Jerusalem
May 30,1906,

Dear Dr.Merrill, '

It was very good of you t0 come to the
station to weleome me hack from England;but I was very sorry to
find you looking depressed and specially noticed that your voice
was no better,and if anything worse, Only a strong constitu-
tion likeyours would stand what you have done. But you certainly
myst not overtax your strength and health,and this you will
surely do if you continue to overwork yourself as you have d9nc.

As your physieian and friend I have warped you about this,
especizlly with regard to your throat, You have change at once
and for a time absolute rest and quiet, A
It is imperative al®0 that you should see a London specialist and
that without delaye. One eannot drifle with sueh symptoms.

I earnestly hope that your Government will grant you leave at
once ,»-you must not delay any longer.

While in Londn I saw Dr.Greville Mac Donald who is a cele-
drated throat scecialist and presented your case to him,and I
stzongly recommend you to see him as 800n as possible.He is emi-
nent in his department and a thorough gentleman.

You m y make use of this letter as you please.

With every sinecere wish for your spedy recovery and

return to Jerusalem
Believe me Yours sincerely

e e it i

Physician in charge of the English Hospital.
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English Mission Hospital
Jerusalem

Dear Dr Merrill

I have received word from the eminent
throat specialist in London,Dr Greville MasDonald,to whom I have
referred your case, and he will remain in London during July,

Yau must ngt delay but must see him as soon as possible and for
this purpose you should go to London at once,I regret that you
have felt obliged on acecount of the duties of yur office to
delay your visit to Dr MacDonald so long,.

Believe me
.Yours sineerely

L e ip 2#fo.
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